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•  Cinemama  1985— Her  Lan- 
guage, Her  Voice.  Organized  in  coop- 
eration with  the  National  Film  Board,  the  se- 
ries continues  in  the  month  of  December.  It  is 
billed  by  organizers  as  "not  a  festival,"  al- 
though it  bears  a  number  of  similarities  to  one. 
The  concept  is  to  have  six  vi/eeks  of  films,  vid- 
eos, v/orkshops  and  panels,  each  dealing  with 
a  specific  issue  or  type  of  women's  film.  The 
line  up:  Sunday  December  I ,  Sexuality.  This 
session  begins  at  1 1 :30am  and  includes  a  lunch 
with  the  filmmakers.  There  will  be  five  differ- 
ent features.  Of  note:  "Horrrwne  Warzone," 
Toronto's  Hummer  Sisters'  humourous  look 
at  contraception;  "Censored:  The  making  of  a 
pomographer"  by  Vera  Frankel.  This  explores 
the  complicity  she  sees  between  "pomog- 
raphers' '  and  the  censor  board;  "The  Bad  Sis- 
ter' '  by  the  British  duo  bura  Mulvey  and  Peter 
Wollen.  They  describe  it  as  "a  female  version 
of  the  Oedipus  Complex."  All  the  day's 
screenings  will  be  in  English.  Friday  December 
6  to  Sunday  December  8,  Women  of  All 
Races.  This  seaion  focusses  on  films  by  and 
about  Third  Worid  women  and  visible  minori- 
ties in  the  Western  worid.  Friday  features  two 
films  from  Latin  America.  Saturday,  there  will 
be  "community  woricshops  centered  around 
screenings  of  films  by  non-v^ite  women  from 
Afria  and  the  United  States.' '  On  Sunday,  a 
team  from ' '  Film  Forum  '85"  of  the  NFB  will 
make  a  presentation  and  there  will  be  a  round- 
table  discussion  in  French  and  English.  This  re- 
lates to  the  UN  Women's  conference  in  Nai- 
robi. Later  on  Sunday  is  the  Montreal  premiere 
of  "The  (Mississippi  Triangle.' '  This  is  a  docu- 


2  •  THE  BODY  POUTIC  •  DEC  1985 


MONTREAL!  Madchen  In  Uniform,  Leontine  Sagan's  1931  classic  look  at 
lesbian  sexuality  in  a  girls'  school,  will  be  screened  December  14  as  the  finale  of  Cinemama  '85. 


mentary  by  Christine  Choy  exploring  the  situ- 
ation faced  by  women  of  Chinese  ancestry  in 
the  racially  tense  Mississippi  delta  area.  Satur- 
day December  14  is  the  Finale.  This  will  be  a 
screening  of  the  1931  German  classic  "Mai- 
dens in  Uniform"  by  Leontine  Sagan.  In  Ger- 
man with  French  subtitles.  This  film  will  be 
shown  at  the  Cinematheque  Quebecoise,  335 
boul  de  Maisonneuve  est.  Metro:  Bern  de 
Montigny.  All  other  screenings  at  the  NFB  fa- 
cilities at  Complexe  Guy  Favreau,  200  boul 
Dorchester  ouest.  Metro:  Place  des  Armes. 
Tickets  for  all  screenings  are  $3,  and  are  avail- 
able only  at  the  door.  Workshops  require  ad- 
vance registration.  Call  283-4356  for  details. 


•  ADGQ  Groupe  de  discussion 
I'entre  Nous.  December 3:  "La loi face au 
monde  gai."  This  issue  will  be  approached  from 
the  perspective  of  the  harrassment  routinely 
faced  by  gays  at  the  hands  of  the  law.  December 
17:"  Noel  dans  le  milieu  gai"  will  focus  on  the 
family  and  other  societal  forces  and  how  they  af- 
fect gay  people  during  the  festive  season.  All  dis- 
cussions are  in  French.  For  times,  call  843-867 1 . 
ADGQ,  263  rue  St  Catherine  est,  2nd  floor. 
Metro:  Bern  de  Montigny. 

•  The  Martha  Graham  Dance 
Company.  At  Place  des  Arts,  December 
13-15.  Tickets  range  from  $  1 6-$29.  Phone  res- 
ervations: 842-21 12.  Place  des  Arts,  Ste  Cath- 
erine and  St  Urbain.  Metro:  Place  des  Arts. 


•  University  Coffee  Houses.  De- 
cember 6,  8pm  to  midnight  at  Concordia.  At 
the  office  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Con- 
cordia, 2060  MacKay  St.  848-7414.  December 
23,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  McGill  will  host  a  cof- 
fee house  beginning  at  6:30pm.  Room  425, 
Student  Union  Building,  3480  McTavish  St. 
Phone  392-89 1 2  for  details. 

•  Dignity/Dignite  National  Con- 
ference. The  Montreal  chapter  of  Dignity 
Canada  Dignite  will  host  the  group's  National 
Conference,  May  16-19, 1986.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  Canadian  group  will  meet  as  a 
distinct  body.  The  conference  will  be  present- 
ed in  English  and  questions  during  discussions 


may  be  put  forward  in  French.  Experted 
speakers  include  MP  Svend  Robinson,  Dr 
Norbert  Gilmore  of  the  National  Advisory 
Committee  on  AIDS  and  Gerry  Morris  and  Pat 
McCamey  of  the  Centre  for  Spiritual  Growth, 
Faith  Development  and  Self-acceptance  in  the 
Believing  Homosexual.  Registration:  before 
December  I ,  members  $70/non-members 
$85.  After  December  I ,  members  $80/non- 
members  $95.  You  can  also  register  for  specific 
events.  For  more  information,  write  to  Digni- 
ty Canada  Dignite,  National  Conference 
Committee,  CP  1045,  Succ  H,  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, H3G  2M9  or  phone  (514)937-6291. 

Reported  from  Montreal  by  TBP 
correspondent  Alan  McGinty. 
For  the  most  up-to-date  Information  on 
events  in  Montreal,  pick  up  the  latest 
issue  of  Le  Petit  Berdache,  Call  (514) 
843-M7 1  for  locations. 


TORONTO 

•  Drag  Queens  on  Trial.  A  melodra- 
matic-sexual-political farce  by  Sky  Gilbert. 
Starring  three  provocative  drag  queens  who 
must  live  "  by  the  skin  of  their  spike  heels. 
Held  over  at  The  Toronto  Cinema,  677  Bloor 
St  W.  Tickets:  $5  preview,  $7  Tuesday-Thurs- 
day, $9  Friday-Saturdayday.  Sunday  matinee, 
2:30pm,  pay-what-you-can. 

•  She-Devils  of  Niagara.  "What's 
life  without  sex. . .  and  whose  sex  is  it  anyway?' ' 
The  Clichettes  play  a  trio  of  scientists  from 
outer  space,  stranded  in  Niagara  Falls  in  1998. 
This  time  they  lip-synch  to  songs  by  Motorhead 
and  others.  At  the  Fattory  Theatre,  1 25 
BathurstSt,  Tuesday-Friday,  8pm,  Saturday  at 
5:30pm,  Sunday  at  2pm.  Indefinite  run. 

I  TORONTO!  Oscar  Remembereci.  Rod 
Glanville  as  Lord  Alfred  Douglas,  looking  back  on  his  life  with 
Oscar  Wilde.  At  Tarragon's  Extra  Space,  30  Bridgman 
Avenue,  December  4-15. 


•  Oscar  Remembered.  The  charac- 
ter of  Lord  Alfred  Douglas  remembers  his  rela- 
tionship with  the  celebrated  playwright  Oscar 
Wilde.  The  author  uses  Wilde's  own  writings 
to  mirror  the  relationship,  and  intersperses  it 
with  Douglas'  own  musings.  At  Tarragon's  Ex- 
tra Space,  30  Bridgman  Ave.  Tuesday- Friday, 
8pm.  Saturday,  4pm  and  9pm,  Sunday  at  2:30. 
Tickets,  $7  adults/ $6  seniors  and  students. 
Sunday  is  pay-what-you-can.  Box  office: 
531-1827. 

•  A  Chorus  Line.  Sir  Richard 
Attenborough's  film  based  on  the  long-running 
Broadway  show  has  its  Canadian  premiere  De- 
cember 10  at  the  Cineplex  Odeon  York  Cinema 
(on  Eglinton  Ave  E,  near  Yonge  St). 

•  Berliner  Aufzeichnungen.  Re- 
cent works  on  canvas  and  paper  by  five  artists 
currently  living  in  West  Beriin,  including  two 
Canadians,  Michael  Morris  and  Vincent 
Trasov.  The  show  is  intended  to  provide  in- 
sight Into  contemporary  prartices  in  Beriin.  At 
Mercer  Union,  333  Adelaide  St  W,  5th  floor. 
The  show  runs  until  December! 

•  Hide  and  Seek.  Black  and  white  draw- 
ings based  on  the  artist's  personal  experiences 


twenty  years  ago  as  a  young,  unmarried,  preg- 
nant Southern  woman.  The  artist,  Mary  Paisley, 
says ' '  it' s  about  the  birth  of  my  first  son ,  agoniz- 
ing separation  from  him  through  adoption  and 
my  years  of  pain  and  denial . ' '  Gallery  940, 940 
Queen  St  E.  Discussion  vWth  the  artist, 
December  3  at  7:30.  Until  December  14. 

•  Studio  202.  Works  by  gay  artists 
Clarence  Barnes,  John  Grube  and  Alex  Uros. 
Computer  graphics,  drawings,  miniatures, 
paintings,  small  sculpture  and  watercolours. 
Opens  December  6, 6- 1 0pm,  runs  December 
7  and  8, 1 2-6pm.  379  Adelaide  St  W,  Studio 
202.363-0171. 

•  CentreStage  Forum  on  AIDS. 

Wednesday  December  4  at  8pm,  at  the  St 
Lawrence  Centre,  27  Front  St  E.  A  panel  dis- 
cussion co-sponsored  by  the  AIDS  Committee 
of  Toronto.  The  speakers  are:  Dr  Norbert 
Gilmore,  chairman  of  the  federal 
government's  National  Advisory  Committee 
on  AIDS,  Dr  Stan  Read,  AIDS  researcher  at 
the  University  of  Toronto,  Professor  Thomas 
Alloway,  chairman  of  the  AIDS  Committee  of 
Toronto  and  Drjohn  Derrick,  direaorof  the 
Canadian  Red  Cross  Society's  AIDS  Unit.  Free 
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632  YONGE  STREET 
TORONTO  968-0881 
NORTH  OF  WELLESLEY 


MORE 


TO  COME! 

•  In  Xtra!  TBP's 
Toronto  paper. 

What's  on  and  what's  up 
in  the  city  —  movies, 
plays,  concerts,  bar-nights, 
dances,  and  just  about 
everything  else! 

It's  complete,  it's  current, 
and  it's  free  at  these 
locations: 


Theatre  Passe  Muraille  16  Ryerson  Ave.  The 
Romans  II  742  Bay  St.  Katrina's  5  St  Joseph  St.  Club 
Z  II A  St  Joseph  St.  Glad  Day  Bookshop  648A  Yonge 
St.  2nd  fl.  Avalon  530  Yonge  St,  2nti  fl.  Y-Knot  488 
Yonge  St.  2ntJ  fl.  St  Charles  Tavern  488  Yotige  St. 
Hitch'N'Post  529  Yonge  St.  Cornelius  579  Yonge  St. 
Queen  of  Hearts  599C  Yonge  St,  Chaps  9  Isabella  St. 
Komrad's  I  Isabella  St.  Cafe  No  S  5  Isabella  St. 
Karl's  Cafe  678  Yonge  St,  Living  Well  Cafe  692 
Yonge  St.  The  Quest  665  Yonge  St.  The  Fare  Ex- 
change 4  Irwin  Ave.  Chez  Moi  30  HaytJen  St.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre  519  Church  St,  Piz- 
za Nova  562  Church  St.  Church  St  Cafe  485  Church 
St.  Together  457  Church  St.  The  Barn  83  Granby  St, 
Les  Cavaliers  418  Church  St.  Club  Ivory  414  Church 
St.  Buddy's  370  Church  St,  J's  Records  74  Gerrard 
St.  The  Club  Baths  231  Mutual  St.  Chat  Travel  255 
Gerrard  St  E,  Pimblett's  249  Gerrard  St  E.  Peter 
Brown  Travel  546  Parliament  St,  Purple  Onion  547 
Parliament  St,  Lipstick  580  Parliament  St,  The  Selby 
Hotel  (Boot's  and  Bud's  at  The  Selby)  592  Sher 
bourne  St.  Yofi's  19  Baldwin  St.  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore  73  Harbord  St.  Courage  My  Love  14 
Kensington  Ave.  The  Theatre  Centre  296  Brunswick 
Ave.  By  the  Way  Cafe  400  Bloor  St  W,  Renaissance 
Cafe  509  Bloor  St  W,  The  Bloor  Cinema  506  Bloor 
St  W.  Bathurst  St  Theatre  736  Bathurst  St,  MCC 
730  Bathurst  St,  Factory  Theatre  125  Bathunt  St. 
The  Epicure  Cafe  512  Queen  St  W,  Bragg  446 
Queen  St  W,  The  Cameron  408  Queen  St  W.  The 
Rivoli  334  Queen  St  W.  Peter  Pan  373  Queen  St  W. 
Raclette  361  Queen  St  W.  Pages  Bookstore  256 
Queen  St  W,  Queen  Mother  Cafe  206  Queen  St  W. 
The  Barracks  56  Widmer  St,  Oscar's  1 77  Church  St, 
Emilio's  127  Queen  St  E,  Griffon  Arms  1 17  Dundas 
St  E,  Club  101  101  Jarvis  St,  The  Cameo  95  Trinity  St, 
18  East  Hotel  (The  Toolbox)  18  Eastern  Ave. 
Gallery  940  940  Queen  St  E.  Toronto  Counselling 
Centre  for  Lesbians  and  Gays  105  Carlton  St, 
Hassle-Free  Clinic  566  Church  St.  2nd  fl.  York 
University  Bookstore  Ross  Building,  Priape  1661 
rue  Ste- Catherine,  Montreal 


Pick  it  up  when 
you  go  out 


4  •  THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  DEC  1985 


XTRA! 


I 


TORONTO!   Four  Play.  Buddies  in  Bad 

Times  presents  this  festival  of  works  by  gay  Canadian 
playwrights.  At  Theatre  Passe  Muraille,  16  Ryerson. 


admission,  interpreted  for  the  hearing  impair- 
ed. For  more  information,  call  CentreStage  at 
362-704 1  or  the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto 
at  926- 1 626. 

•  The  Messiah.  Presented  by  the  Te 
Deum  Orchestra  and  Chorus,  December  8  at 
7:30pm.  St  Andrew's  Presbyterian  Church 
(comer  of  King  and  Sinxoe  Sts,  beside  Roy 
Thomson  Hall) .  Tickets  are  $  1 0,  $7  for  stu- 
dents and  senior  citizens.  For  tickets  call 
691-4660. 

•  Graphic  Feminism.  The  Canadian 
Women's  Movement  Archives  plans  an  exhibi- 
tion of  graphic  art  from  the  women's  nwve- 
ment  in  Ontario  at  Gallery  940,  to  open  in 
March  1986.  They  are  particularily  interested 
in  work  produced  in  International  Women's 
Year  ( 1 975) ,  work  produced  for  annual  Inter- 
national Women's  Day  celebrations,  and  work 
from  smaller  communities.  The  deadline  for 
submissions  to  the  show  is  December  1 5.  For 
information,  call  Graphic  Feminism, 
593-0058/597-8865,  Monday  and  Tuesday 
lOamtoSpm. 

•  Fast  F  WD.A  collection  of  cabaret  style 
vignettes  presented  by  Graphic  Mime  Theatre 
at  Tiger's  Coconut  Grove,  1 2  Kensington 
Ave.  An  evening  of  ecleaic  and  socially  pro- 
vocative work  ranging  from  a  graphic  display  of 
a  video  arcade  to  a  poignant  examination  of 
the  role  of  victim  and  the  confused  psycholog- 
ical aftermath  of  a  rape.  Until  December  7. 
Monday  to  Saturday  at  8:30pm,  Saturday  mat- 
inee at  2pm.  For  tickets,  call  533-8776. 

•  Feminist  Blues.  Sandy  Alexander 
performs  with  Susan  Sturman  at  the  Free 
Times  Cafe,  320  College  St.  December  10  and 
II,  9  pm.  Cover:  $3. 

•  Black  Tie  and  Tutu.  A  dance  spon- 
sored by  the  Gay  Community  Dance  Commit- 
tee. New  Year's  Eve  (Tuesday  December  31). 
At  the  Concert  Hall,  888  Yonge  St,  9  pm  to 
6am.  Tickets  at  Glad  Day  Books,  548A  Yonge 


St,  $  1 5  advance,  $  1 7  at  the  door,  $5  after 
2:30am.  DJs  are  Greg  Howlett  upstairs  and 
Nona  Laney  and  Dole  downstairs. 

•  Four  Play.  A  festival  of  works  by  gay 
Canadian  playwrights,  presented  by  Buddies 
in  Bad  Times  Theatre.  Opens  Nov  19  with 
Home  Haxards  by  Jim  Bartley,  continuing 
into  December  with  Claposis  by  Audrey 
Butler  and  If  Betty  Should  Rise  by  David 
Demchuk.  All  performances  at  Theatre  Passe 
Muraille,  16  Ryerson  Ave.  Tickets  are  $6, 
Tuesday  through  Thursday  and  Sunday;  $8, 
Friday  and  Saturday. 

•  Lillian  Allen.  The  exciting  dub  poet 
performs  at  the  Fallout  Shelter,  Toronto's  on- 
ly peace  coffee  house.  December  14, 9pm.  139 
Robert  St. 

•  Bratty  and  the  Babysitters. 
Performing  at  Lee's  Palace,  529  BloorSt  W. 
December  6  and  7.  $4  cover. 

•  A  Space  Screenings.  Bring  your 
films,  16mm,  8mm,  home  movies,  works-in- 
progress,  whatever  you  want.  December  16, 
8pm.  Admission  is  free.  204  Spadina  Ave, 
364-3227. 

•  Supermale.  Jackie  Burroughs  stars  as 
French  writer  Alfred  Jarry,  and  Nion  as  his  cre- 


ation "Supermale."  Presented  by  Theatre  Re- 
source Centre  at  Theatre  Passe  Muraille 
through  November  24.  The  show  "pushes 
male  potential  to  the  limit  in  the  sexual 
arena.' ' 

•  Inside  Out.  Recent  installations  by  To- 
ronto artists  Heather  Rigby  and  Robyn  Budd. 
IDA  Gallery,  York  University,  November  25 
to  29.  Closing  celebration  commences  at  5  pm, 
Friday  November  29. 


For  the  latest  information  on 
what's  going  on  in  Toronto,  call 
923-GAYS  (923-4297),  or  pick  up  a 
copy  of  Xtra!,  published  twice  a 
month  by  the  people  at  The  Body 
Politic,  and  distributed  free  in 
bars,  clubs,  theatres  and  restaur- 
ants across  the  city. 
Got  something  coming?  Get  it 
into  Coming.  Send  information 
and  photos  to:  Coming,  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 
ON  M5W 1X9.  Deadline  for 
January  events:  Tuesday, 
December  10, 5pm. 


"^A 


I  1  VyK-vJIN  1  yJ,  Supermale.  Jackie  Burroughs  and  Nion  as  Alfred  Jarry  and 
his  Supermale  who  is  capable  of  more  than  70  orgasms  in  succession.  The  show  suggests  that 
lovemaking  and  loving  can  be  two  very  different  things!  The  show  by  JoAnne  Mclntyre,  based 
on  a  work  by  Jarry,  is  at  Theatre  Passe  Muraille,  16  Ryerson,  363-2416,  through  November  24. 
Presented  by  Theatre  Resource  Centre. 
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GUEST  HOUSE 


1019,  rue  Saint-Hubert 
Montreal  (Quebec)  Canada 
H2L  3Y3    Tel.:  (514)  289-9297 


678  Yonge  Street  (at  Isabella) 

Toronto's  Leading  Video  Restaurant 

Sun-Thurs  'til  lam,  Fri  and  Sat  'til  3ani 

967-4800 


INTRODUCTORY  W  SPECIAL 

HELD  OVER  BECAUSE  OF  RESPONSE 

SINGLE  STUD  EARRING 

Sapphire    Ruby  Diamond 

15pt@  S28.  $30.  5pto  $35. 
25pt©  $48.  $40.  10ptO  $65. 
40ptO  $56.      $70.    15pt@   $102. 


Fine    Gem    Quality  set    in    14kt    gold. 

aIz. 

h 

(416)731-9409 


Satisfaaion 


Guaranteed 


Discretion 


Send  certified  cheque  or  money  order  to: 
GEMS  ARE  YOURS 

Suite  201 1  Please  include  S2  SO  for  shipping  &  handling 


5647  Yonge  Street 

North  York,  Onuno 

M2M  4E9 


Specif/  yellow  or  white  gold 

Ontario  residents  add  7%  sales  tax 

Allow  3-4  weeks  for  delivery 


All  Other  Types  of  Jewellery  Also  Available 

GEMS  ARE  YOURS 
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Furniture  Fact  No.  19:  Holiday  Entertaining  can  mean  spills 
and  stains  of  all  sorts  on  your  furniture.  If  you  use  a  dry  cleaning 
fluid  to  remove  the  spots  be  sure  to  get  one  compatible  with  the 
fabric's  fibre  content.  Better  yet,  invite  compatible  guests. 

»  FREE  ESTIMATES  "  10%  QAY  DISCOUNT  » 

•  MEMBER:  TORONTO  LAMBDA  BUSINESS  COUNCIL  • 


1 

A 

Presents                                     \ 
Rusty  Ryan  '5  Production  of                       \ 

''The  Great  Imposters'' 

How  can  she  be  a  he? 
<•> 

They  are  not  women,  but 

The  Best  Female  Impersonators! 

<•> 
^      Opening  Wed.  Nov,  20th 

$5  admission  per  person 

*^/2  price  every  Tues./Wed.  with  this  ad* 

SHOWTIME                          ^ 
Tuesday  thru  Thursday  -  2  shows  at  9  and  11  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  -  2  shows  at  10  and  midnight 

For  Dinner  Reservations  and  details  call  977-0777. 
Atrium  on  Bay,  Bay  &  Dundas,  right  above  Lichee  Garden 

V/lllL/AvJWl Cafe  Homophobe.  Lionheart  gay  theatre's  thirtieth  produc- 
tion is  a  benefit  for  Chicago  House  AIDS  hospice.  At  The  Performance  Space,  December  5-14. 


HALIFAX 

•  Smiles  of  a  Sunnnner  Night.  If 

you  don't  associate  Ingmar  Bergman  with  ro- 
mantic coniedy,  you're  in  for  a  pleasant  sur- 
prise. This  1 955  tale  of  loves  old  and  new  is  a 
delightful  gem.  November  28  and  29  at  the 
National  Film  Board.  1 571  Argyle  St.  Show  at 
7  and  9  each  evening.  Admission  $2.50.  For 
nwre  information,  call  422-3700. 

•  Sexual  Perversity  In  Chicago. 

Don't  be  fooled  by  the  title.  Neptune  North's 
latest  produaion  is  about  the  heterosexual  bar 
scene.  At  the  Cunnard  St  Theatre,  5527  Cun- 
nard.  November  19  to  December  I  at  8  pm 
each  evening,  Sunday  matinee  at  2.  For  more 
information,  call  429-7070. 

•  Two  Together.  Halifax  artist  Micah 
Lexier  combines  the  pink  triangle  with  the  star 
of  David  in  his  sound  and  sculpture  installation 


at  the  Eye  Level  Gallery.  Commenting  on  the 
experience  of  being  gay  and  Jewish,  he  ex- 
plores the  meaning  of  symbols  and  labels  in 
both  cultures.  1585  Barrington  St,  3rd  floor. 
Opening  December  3  at  8pm,  show  runs  until 
December  2 1. 425-6412. 
The  Maids.  Theatre  Arts  Guild  will  present 
Jean  Genet's  drama  of  envy,  greed  and  lust  at 
the  Pond  Playhouse,  5  Pari<hill  Rd  (off  the  Pur- 
cell 's  Cove  Rd).  December  4-7  and  1 1-14,  at 
8pm  each  evening.  Tickets  $5/$6.  For  reserva- 
tions, call  422-4370. 

•  Insignificance.  Marilyn  Monroe  ex- 
plains relativity  to  Albert  Einstein  in  Nicolas 
Roeg's  adaptation  of  the  hit  London  stage 
play.  December  6- 1 2  at  Wormwood's,  1 588 
Barrington  St,  7  and  9pm.  Admission  $3. 
422-3700 

•  Censorship  and  Beyond:  Is- 
sues In  Freedonn  of  Expression. 
Toronto  wnter  Varda  Burstyn,  editor  of  the 
recent  anthology  Women  Against  Censor- 
ship, will  speak  at  the  Bell  Auditorium.  Nova 
Scotia  College  of  Art  and  Design.  5163  Duke 
St,  December  10  at  8pm.  Call  429-9299  for 
more  information. 


•  Rumours*  Christmas  Party. 

There'll  be  carolling,  egg  nog,  a  tree  and  an  or- 
gan to  play  with  (is  somebody  bringing  a  Yule 
log?) .  December  1 9.  The  festivities  start  a  9 
with  no  admission  charge  before  10.  $3  for 
non-members  after  that.  1 586  Granville  St. 
423-6814. 

•  Stop  Making  Sense.  Get  in  line  ear- 
ly for  Jonathan  Demme's  concert  film  of  The 
Talking  Heads.  One  of  the  most  popular  films 
ever  shown  at  Wormwood's,  it  returns  for 
three  days  only.  December  20  and  2 1  at  7, 9, 
and  II pm.  December22at2, 7and9pm. 
422-3700. 

•  Rumours'  New  Year's  Cele- 
bration. Few  details  at  press  time,  but  the 
party  will  start  with  a  buffet  at  8  pm,  December 
3 1  and  last  until  3 am,  January  I .  Call  423-68 1 4 
for  information. 

•  KIssoftheSplderwoman.The 
Advocate  calls  it  "the  gay  film  of  1985."  Bra- 
zilian director  Heaor  (Pixote)  Babenco's  ad- 
aptation of  Manuel  Puig's  novel  takes  place  in 
Argentina  under  the  military  junta.  William 
Hurt  won  the  best  actor  award  at  Cannes  for 
his  portrayal  of  an  effeminate  gay  man  who 


charms  fellow  prisoner  Raul  Julia,  a  dour  Marx- 
ist revolutionary,  by  recounting  the  plots  of 
1940s  B-movies.  Sonia  Braga  in  the  title  role. 
Not  to  be  missed.  At  Wormwood's,  Janu- 
ary 3-9, 7  and  9: 1 5  each  evening.  Admission 
$3,422-3700. 

Reported  from  Halifax  by  IBP 
correspondent  Robin  Metcalfe.  For  the 
latest  information  on  events  In  Halifax, 
call  the  Gayline  at  (902)423-1389. 


NORTH  BAY 

•  Masquerade  Dance.  A  New  Year's 
Eve  dance  sponsored  by  Gay  Fellowship  of 
North  Bay.  December  3 1 .  Advance  tickets, 
$5.  Controlled  BYOB  bar.  For  information, 
call  the  phoneline  at  (705)476-3761. 


3ST  JOHN'S 


•  GAIN  Dance.  Christmas  dance,  De- 
cember 1 4.  At  the  Graduate  House,  1 1 2  Mili- 
tary Road.  The  Gay  Association  in  Newfound- 
land is  a  self-supporting  organization  working 
for  the  interests  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
Nevirfoundland  and  Labrador.  Their  funding 
comes  from  profits  made  at  dances,  and  from 
donations.  The  nwney  is  used  for  operating 
costs,  rental,  issuing  and  distributing  a  monthly 
newsletter  and  for  a  bi-weekly  advertisement 
in  The  Evening  Telegram.  For  more  infor- 
mation, write  Box  1364,  Stn  C,  St  John's,  NF 
AIC5N5. 


CHICAGO 

9  Cafe  Homophobe.  Lionheart  Gay 
Theatre  attempts  a  humourous  look  at  "ho- 
mophobia' '  through  a '  'cracked 
kaleidoscope"  in  their  thirtieth  original  pro- 
duaion. All  proceeds  will  benefit  Chicago 
House,  Chicago's  first  AIDS  hospice.  Six  per- 
formances: Decembers,  6, 7, 12, 13  and  14. 
All  shows  at  8pm  at  The  Performance  Space, 
615  West  Wellington,  Chicago.  IL.  $4. 


EDINBURGH 

•  SunitI  Namjoshl.  The  author  of 
Feminist  Fables  and  G>nversations  of 

Cow  will  read  from  her  work  at  Lavendar 
Menace  Bookshop.  1 1 A  Forth  St.  December 
12. 8PM.  Admission  is  free.  January  23,  writ- 
ers from  Gossip,  a  new  magazine  to  be  launch- 
ed by  Onlywomen  Press,  will  read  from  arti- 
cles on  lesbian  ethics.  For  more  information, 
contact  Lavendar  Menace,  03 1  -556-0079, 
Monday-Saturday,  10-6. 
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Little  knowledge, 
dangerous  thing 

You're  homosexual,  male  and  have  been  sexually  active  at  some  point 
within  the  past  five  years.  You're  asked  to  take  a  test  for  which  you  can't 
prepare.  You  could  pass  the  test,  you  could  fail,  but  you  are  told  that, 
whatever  grade  you  get,  the  results  will  be  inconclusive.  Would  you  take 
such  a  test? 

The  HTLV-3  antibody  test,  which  detects  exposure  to  the  AIDS  virus,  is  now  available  to 
anyone  in  Canada  who  wishes  to  take  it.  In  Ontario,  the  name  of  the  person  taking  the  test 
must  be  given  to  the  local  medical  officer  of  health  should  the  result  be  positive.  Reporting 
procedures  in  other  provinces  are  still  to  be  decided,  but  it  seems  likely  that  most  will  follow 
Ontario's  lead.  Considering  that  a  positive  test  result  poses  more  questions  than  it  answers 
(see  pages  15, 17)  and  that  there  is  no  treatment  for  antibody  positive  people,  name  requisi- 
tion is  both  unnecessary  and  potentially  damaging  to  the  individual. 

You  are  worrying  now.  Although  you've  tested  positive,  you  feel  absolutely  healthy  and 
have  no  symptoms  that  could  even  remotely  resemble  an  AIDS-related  condition.  You've 
just  applied  for  insurance  and  wonder  how  the  insurance  company  will  react  when  they  re- 
quest your  medical  records.  You've  just  received  an  important  promotion  at  work  but,  to  see 
if  you  can  handle  a  stressful  situation— you  know,  just  to  make  sure— the  company  wants  to 
put  you  through  a  complex  series  of  physical  tests.  Your  brother,  whom  you  know  to  be  bi- 
sexual, wants  to  immigrate  to  Canada  and  is  uncertain  about  the  questions  that  may  one  day 
be  asked  of  him  by  immigration  officials.  A  gay  cousin  in  the  armed  services  is  apprehensive 
that  the  Canadian  military  will  soon  request  antibody  tests  of  all  personnel.  A  good  friend  of 
yours  who  has  been  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS  has,  suddenly  and  without  explanation,  been 
turned  down  for  an  apartment. 

The  National  Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS,  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  On- 
tario Provincial  Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS  are  all  opposed  to  reporting  and  follow-up  of 
HTLV-3  antibody-positive  individuals.  Most  major  AIDS  organizations  in  the  US  have  rec- 
ommended anonymous  testing.  Several  states  have  passed  or  are  contemplating  legislation 
that  would  limit  use  of  the  test  results.  And  with  very  good  reason. 

The  evidence  is  accumulating  daily  in  the  US  that  a  test  that  should  have  been  used  only  to 
screen  blood  is  now  being  used  to  screen  people.  The  US  military  has  required  all  active-duty 
and  reserve  personnel  to  take  the  test.  Anyone  discovered  to  be  a  drug  user  or  a  homosexual 
will  be  discharged.  Insurance  companies  are  clamouring  to  use  the  test  to  exclude  applicants. 
Cases  are  adding  up  of  dismissal  or  attempted  dismissal  from  jobs  because  information  about 
the  test  became  known. 

The  simple  fact  is  that  prostitutes,  drug  users  and  homosexuals  have  very  little  protection 
under  Canadian  law.  There  has  been  no  acknowledgement  in  the  recent  debate  about  testing 
that  the  people  most  likely  to  be  identified  as  antibody-positive  are  also  the  most  vulnerable 
to  discrimination  and  harassment.  The  greatest  danger  is  not  that  medical  officers  of  health 
would  try  to  quarantine  everyone  who  tests  positive;  this  would  be  a  useless,  expensive  and 
life-long  project.  Themore  immediate  repercussions  will  flow  from  misuse  of  the  test  positive 
results  in  physicians'  files. 

Instead  of  spending  so  much  time  dithering  about  the  kind  of  test  follow-up  to  do  and  rep- 
resenting that  as  meaningful  action  to  the  public,  what  health  officials  should  be  doing  is 
mounting  massive  and  innovative  education  programs.  To  date,  they  have  been  willing  to 
leave  that  crucial  task  to  under-funded  community  organizations.  Dividing  people  into  anti- 
body-positive and  antibody-negative  categories  is  a  waste  of  time.  The  message  to  individuals 
in  high-risk  groups  is  the  same  regardless  of  the  test  results:  practise  safe  sex. 

What  provincial  governments  should  have  done  before  the  testing  was  available  was  make 
it  illegal  to  use  the  test  as  a  condition  of  employment.  They  should  have  made  it  illegal  for  in- 
surance companies  to  use  the  test  as  a  screening  device. 

To  government  officials  who  want  to  ensure  the  co-operation  of  communities  most  imme- 
diately affected  by  this  disease,  either  through  participation  in  research  projects  or  heeding 
advice  on  preventive  measures,  we  say:  pass  protective  legislation  with  teeth  in  it.  Otherwise, 
your  reassurances  of  confidentiality  are  going  to  ring  very  hollow. 

To  individuals  who  may  be  contemplating  the  test,  we  say:  as  long  as  advice  to  antibody- 
positive  and  antibody-negative  individuals  remains  the  same  and  until  more  is  known  about 
the  meaning  of  the  results,  don't  take  the  test.* 

Ed  Jackson  and  Andrew  Leskfor  the  Collective  % 
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AT  THE  rARE  EXCHANGE 

Starters 

soup  du  jour 

fruit  coupe  , 
ereen  salad, 
taesar  salad 
seatoodjpate     ,     , 
cold  cnic'ken  salad 


^ 


gravlax 


Entrees 

eggsJrE.     , 

eges  benedict  , 

scrambled,  eg 2s  with 

onielctte  dulour 

sole  pgacn  tci  cnampaene 

withrdill  hoLlapcfai^  ^ 
pork  tenderloin,  with  , 

apricots  and  almonds  , 
linguini  with  chicken  and 

p^sto  cream 

glus  a  lar^e  selection  of  excellerit 
esse rts^ specialty  cocktails  and 

COrrees 

SATURDAY  &  SUNDAY  II--1- 

The  Pare  Exchange  Cafe 
4  Irwin  Avenue,Tc!fronto 


i..2S 

3.25 
2.50 
3.75 
3.2S 


6.00 

^.00 

7.15 

700 


CLAC^TIE  &TUTL 
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fof  into  on  Special  New  Yea/'s  Fare  see  GLAO  CAY  of  GCDC  Rep 


UPSIAISS  G'»0  Mov.I«ll  DOWNSTAIRS  Dol« 


SOUND  LIGHTING  4  LASER   Fuime  FU»h  PfOOot 


TO  GAT  COMMUNITY  DANCE  COMMITTEE  HELD  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OE  A  SPECIAL  OCCASION  PERMIT 
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2J  Rock:  Looking  again 


B 


15 


19 


JENNIE'S  RESTAURANT 


,f^ 


"A  clever  and 
imaginative  eatery' 

—  Globe  and  Mail  —Toronto  Star  —Toronto  Sun 
Celebrating  our  5th  year,  join  us  for 

Lunch  12-3;  Dinner  (Mon-Thurs)  5:30-10, 
(Fri,Sat)  5:30-1 1 :  Sunday  Brunch  12-3 

Now  accepting  reservations  for  Christmas  Parties  and 

our  special  New  Year's  Eve  Dinner 
For  Reservations  call  Jennie's  Restaurant  861-1461 
360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto  861-1461 
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On  screen,  Rock  Hudson  usually  played  it  straight.  But  in 
light  of  the  truth  of  his  life,  hisfdms  have  some  subversive 
things  to  say  about  the  roles  of  men  and  women.  Critic 
Richard  Dyer  finds  the  hints  of  reality  behind  the  image. 

Monkey  see... 

York  University  professor  John  Check  claims  to  have 
found  the  long-sought  proof  of  a  link  between 
pornography  and  rape.  Francis  Gillis  examines  the 
evidence  and  comes  away  unconvinced. 

Testing  for  what? 

Canada  now  has  its  own  HTLV-3  testing  programme. 
Is  the  knowledge  gained  by  taking  the  test  worth  the 
accompanying  risks?  Ed  Jackson  on  the  dangers  and 
implications  of  letting  them  look  at  your  blood. 

So  what  else  is  new? 

Gay  candidates  in  Toronto  and  Ottawa  fail  to  gain  city 
council  seats,  and  Toronto  voters  return  the-Mayorfor- 
Mayor  Eggleton,  guaranteeing  a  hard  fight  for  reform 
interests  in  the  city.  Election  reports  from  Andrew  Lesk  in 
Toronto  and  Christopher  Sunter  in  Ottawa. 

Georgie:  A  Christmas  story 

A  special  holiday  gift:  an  excerpt  from  the  novel  by 
Quebecoise  writer  Jeanne  D' Arc  Jutras,  translated  into 
English  for  the  first  time. 

A  nation  unimbursed 

Only  a  handful  of  people  ever  earned  a  red  sou  being  gay 
activists,  says  Richard  Summerbell  —  so  why  do  they  do 
it?  A  taxonomy  ofvolunteerism,  penned  by  a  chronic 
case. 

Regular  departments 

Editorial:  Should  you  take  the  test? 
Letters:  Debating  responsibility 
Network:  New  groups  in  Canada 
The  World:  The  end  of  the  Mineshaft 
Document:  The  HTL  V-S  test  form  that  was  —  briefly 
Shared  Ground:  Old  and  new  from  Naiad 
The  Third  Text:  Returns  next  month 
Classifieds:  New  friends  and  historical  hot  pix 

The  cover:  Hack  Hudson  in  Magnificent  Obsession.  undJcunnc  D'Arc 
Julras  in  u  pliulu  by  Pierre  Bourassa.  Iksijin  by  Kobyn  Budd  and  Dale  Bolivar. 
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ONTARIO 


YOURS  TO 


DISCOVER 


TORONTO  BOUND? 


Selby  Hotel 


TORONTO'S  PREMIER  GAY  HOTEL 

Vou've  slept  with  (he  rest 

Now  sleep  wilh  the  best! 

(It's  Irue,  Hemint>Hii>  slepi  here) 

Affordable  Quality  in  Toronto 
ROOMS  FROM  $30.00  PER  NICJHT 

Selby  Hotel 

592  Sherbourne  Street 

TORONTO,  CANADA 

(416)  921-3142 


Estuary  House 

Your  home  in  the  Country 
Near  Peterborough 
Winter  Weekend 
Specials 


P.O.Box  164 

Keene.  Ontario  KOL  2G0 

(705)295-4528  or 

(416)960-1291 


PEAK  o  BLUE  MOUNTAIN 
GUEST  RANCH 


A  peaceful  turn  of  die  century 
farm  nestled  in  the  heart  of 
Ontario's  winter  vacation  land. 
Located  atop  scenic  Blue  Mountain, 
Collingwood,  Ontario. 
Blue  Ski  Slopes/Bruce  Trail 


For  reservations  and  information 
(705)444-1262 


Operiing  December  6,  1985 


For  information 
call  (416)894-1058 


Thanks  for  a  wonderful  season 
See  you  in  April 


Prinstern  Acres  Guesthouse 

77ie  Perfect  Place  for  a  Country  Getaway ' ' 

Only  2 1/2  hours  N  of  Toronto  in  the 
heart  of  the  Grey  Bruce  Peninsula 

Warm  up  in  front  of  our  fireplace 

and  enjoy  our  relaxed  hospitaUty. 

Sumptuous  meals.  Elegance. 
Ask  about  our  Cross  Country  Ski 

Packages  and  other  Winter  Getaways 

Call  (416)  927-7574  or  (519)  376-2111 

or  write  to  255  Gerrard  St  E,  Toronto  ON  M5A  2G1 

for  your  free  brochure 


ear-round  Chalet  with  spectacular 
Lake  of  Bays  setting  near  Huntsville. 
Accommodates  up  to  eight;  meals  optional. 
Water  sports,  including  swimming, 
boating,  water-skiing  and  para-sailing. 


Also  nearby: 
golf,  horseback 
riding  and 
boat  tours. 

Available 
weekends  and 
for  longer 
rentals. 


The 

Eagle's 

Nest 


Reservations. 

58  Tiverton  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4M  2L9 

John  Hoyle  (416)  469-3100 


<f. 


:^*^' 


SHETLAND  S  MEADOW 
GUESTHOUSE 


THE  PERFECT  PLACE 
FOR  A  COUNTRY  GETAWAY 

FROM  $75 
PER  PERSON/WEEKEND 

We  are  located  in  the  Grey  Bruce  County 

near  Owen  Sound.  Only  2  1/2  hours  N  of  Toronto. 

Great  downhill  and  cross-country  skiing  nearby. 

Relax  in  front  of  our  fireplace  after  a  great  day  on  the  slopes. 

Call  961-8861  or  822-4484 

or  write  to  89-2170  Bromsgrove  Rd 
Mississauga  ON  L5J  4J2 


''If  you  can't  be 

a  house  guest  in 

the  country. . . 

be  ours." 

Rill  House  is  a  restored  aineieenth  century  country- 
house  —  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that  is  quiet, 
secluded  and  memorable. 

In  wmter  there  is  cross-country  aiKl  alpine  skiing, 
quiet  walksalongtheBruceTrail— and alwaysa  host 
who  knowsathingor  twoabout  makingyou  welcome. 

lOOK  nonh-wesi  of  TcM-onto.  We'll  be  glad  to  send 
funher  information. 

Rill  House  Farm 

Creemore,  Ontario 

416-231-7650 


BURKEN 

GUEST  HOUSE 
TORONTO 


Central  Location 
Beautiful  Rooms 
Continental  Breakfast 
Free  Parking 
$45  Dav/$1 75  Week 
VISA  Accepted 
• 

322  Paimerston  Boulevard 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Canada  M6G  2N6 

(416)  920-7842 


ONTARIO  GAY 
GUESTHOUSE 
ASSOCIATION 

Box  52 1 3  Station  A 
Toronto,  Ontario 

M5W  IW5 
(416)927-7574 
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Opening  debate  on 
sexual  responsibility 

Censored  by  The  Body  Politic"!  My  last  column 
from  Montreal  must  have  been  even  more  subver- 
sive than  I  thought!  Ken  Popert  informed  me  that 
the  news  collective  had  decided  that  I'd  really  gone 
too  far  in  "demonizing"  people  with  AIDS. 

I  wrote  about  an  interview  I'd  had  with  a  man 
from  Montreal  originally  diagnosed  as  having 
AIDS  (later  revised  to  AIDS-related  complex— 
ARC)  who's  been  in  and  out  of  the  hospital  for  the 
past  two  years.  Then  he  began  bragging  to  me 
about  all  the  men  he  picks  up  in  the  saunas,  bars 
and  parks,  and  then  fucks— without  a  condom. 
Naturally  he  never  tells  them  about  his  condition. 
I  didn't  ask  too  many  questions.  I  concealed  my 
horror,  went  home  and  wrote  my  column  as  a 


Has  this  man 
infected  any  other 
unsuspecting  men 
in  the  past  month? 


kind  of  warning  to  Montreal  gays.  My  last  line 
was, " I  realize  now  there  are  demons  among  us,' ' 
which,  in  retrospect,  I  find  too  strong. 

Instead  of  editing  the  last  line,  the  entire  col- 
umn was  cut.  If  I  understand  correcdy  TBP's 
other  main  objections  were  that  (1)  the  straight 
press  would  pick  up  on  (so  therefore  we  shouldn't 
deal  with  it?)  and  (2)  I  ought  to  have  asked  the 
man  why  he  was  acting  in  this  way:  ie,  was  he 
really  doing  it,  or  just  bragging  to  compensate  for 
the  stigma  attached  to  his  position,  etc. 

I  am  not  a  psychologist.  I  am  a  gay  journalist 
who  simply  wants  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  Mon- 
treal gay  community.  It  makes  me  wonder  if  this 
man  has  infected  any  other  unsuspecting  men  in 
the  past  month  since  TBP  has  refused  to  print  my 
story.  Thank  Goddess,  5or//e magazine  agreed  to 
publish  it  right  away.  I'm  sorry,  but  not  all  people 
with  AIDS  are  suffering  stoicly .  There  are  also  peo- 
ple with  AIDS  who  are  irresponsible,  selfish  and 
psychotic.  This  view  will  probably  turn  out  to  be 
an  unpopular  one  since  we  gays  are  so  used  to 
playing  the  role  of  the  underdog.  It  just  disgusts 
me  that  TBPshonld  go  out  of  its  way  to  ignore 
this  more  unseemly  side  of  the  health  crisis. 

Perhaps  my  complaint  will  open  the  floor  to  a 
full-scale  debate,  once  and  for  all,  on  the  ethics  of 
identifying  sexually-irresponsible  people  with 
AIDS  and  ARC— maybe  even  to  the  proportions 
of  the  "black  houseboy"  debate! 

Douglas  Janoff 
Montreal 


Ken  Popert  replies: 

Doug  has  forgotten  some  details  of  our  telephone 
conversation  about  his  story.  We  did  not  reftise  to 
publish  it.  My  recollection  is  that  I  told  Doug  the 
story  needed  more  work  to  make  it  publishable. 
He  declined  the  task,  saying  that  he  planned  to 
leave  Montreal  soon  for  several  months  and 
didn't  want  to  invest  more  time  in  the  story. 
There  was  no  ftirther  communication  until,  six 
weeks  later,  we  received  Doug's  letter,  all  urgency, 
alleging  that  we  have  censored  his  story  and  imply- 
ing that,  by  not  publishing  it  right  away,  we  have 
perhaps  contributed  to  the  deaths  of  "unsuspect- 


ing men."  Doug  says  he  "simply  wants  to  bring 
this  matter  to  the  Montreal  gay  community." 
Why,  then,  did  he  first  submit  this  story  to  TBP,  a 
Toronto-based  English-language  magazine  with 
only  a  small  readership  in  the  predominantly 
French-speaking  Montreal  gay  community? 

Doug's  story  recounted  his  meeting  with  a 
man  who  has  PLS.  We  learn  that  the  man  still 
fucks  other  men,  uses  a  condom  only  "some- 
times," does  not  tell  his  partners  he  has  PLS  and 
excuses  this  by  claiming  it's  their  responsibility  to 
follow  safe  sex  practices.  We  also  learn  that  he  is 
living  in  poverty,  without  sufficient  food,  in  a 
rundown  tenement,  on  medication,  suffering 
from  depression,  stress,  loneliness,  paralysis  of 
one  hand  and  fear  of  death,  and  that  he  distrusts 
the  AIDS  group  with  which  Doug  is  associated.  A 
distressing  story,  one  which  raises  many  ques- 
tions of  responsibility  on  all  sides. 

But  although  Doug  describes  himself  as  "re- 
searching the  psychological  and  social  impact  of 
AIDS,' '  his  story  reveals  no  interest  in  any  of  these 
questions.  Instead,  it  diligendy  arouses  the  read- 
er's fears  and  then  heartlessly  proposes  the  man 
with  PLS  as  a  defenceless  scapegoat.  The  conclu- 
sion is  symptomatic: 

"He  just  rolled  up  his  eyes  and  let  out  a  low 
diabolical  laugh. 

"It's  people  like  him  who  give  Jerry  Falwell 
reason  to  believe  that  there  are  devils  living 
among  us." 

As  a  social  and  political  phenomenon,  AIDS 
feeds  on  ignorance  and  fear.  Journalists  ought  to 
be  offering  insight,  not  pandering  to  paranoia. 


Love  from  London 

I  feel  I  should  write  to  tell  you  how  much  I  enjoy 
reading  TBP.  It  is  an  excellent  publication  and 
keeps  me  well  informed  of  what  you  Canadians 
are  up  to!  I  spent  August  in  your  country  and  I 
must  say  that  I  enjoyed  it.  I  was  very  impressed!  I 
enjoyed  Toronto  the  most,  it  is  a  magic  and  excit- 
ing city. 

To  all  you  Canadians  who  made  my  visit  a  spe- 
cial one,  thanks!  Make  sure  you  visit  good  old 
London  one  day. 
Peter  Varney 
Aldershot 


Questions  for  cops 

This  is  a  first  draft.  I  don't  intend  to  re-write  or  re- 
edit  it.  At  tills  moment  I  am  seething  over  one  of 
my  friends'  recent  experience  witii  the  forces  of 
repression  in  your  "fair"  city  of  Toronto. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  a  friend  of  mine  was  arrested 
by  police  for  attempting  to  have  sex  with  another 
man  in  a  Toronto  park.  The  exact  location  and 
time  would  leave  no  doubt  that  both  he  and  his 
partner  took  every  opportunity  to  ensure  their 
privacy  (a  secluded  spot  after  nightfall).  Further- 
more the  "pigs"  (ie,  policemen)  watched  Uie 
proceedings  from  a  hidden  locale  before  they 
"arrested"  the  men:  the  actions  of  the  police 
raise  the  following  questions: 

—  If  the  police  are  truly  concerned  about  sex  in 
"public,"  why  do  they  remain  hidden?  Would 
their  visible  presence  not  have  acted  as  a  stronger 
deterrent? 

—Are  police  arresting  a  proportionally  equal  or 
representative  number  of  heterosexuals?  If  not, 
why  not? 

—  What  is  the  specifice  definition  of  "public" 


versus  "private"?  How  does  the  state  use  arbit- 
rary definitions  of  "public"  to  enforce  the  views 
of  religious  fundamentalists  (philosophies  that 
are  essentially  anti-sex,  anti-pleasure). 
—What  does  the  point  above  suggest  about  the 
separation  between  church  and  state?  Or  does 
tills  concept  not  exist  in  backward  Canada. 

In  short,  if  this  government  (federal  or  provin- 
cial or  even  municipal)  continues  to  disregard  the 
needs  of  a  large  segment  of  the  population  {ie, 
tiiose  who  are  not  members  of  the  'traditional  mi- 
nority') tiien  it  is  simply  a  matter  of  organizing  to 
press  our  views  upon  the  politicians.  The  conse- 
quences of  this  continued  disregard  of  one's  civil 
liberties  could  be  civil  disobedience  in  various 
forms  such  as  withholding  one's  taxes,  lawsuits 
and  many  other  means  which  will  or  should  serve 
as  notice  that  tiiis  type  of  harassment  cannot  go 
on  much  longer  unchallenged. 

Are  the  forces  of  'law'  and  'morality'  out  to 
give  each  individual  a  'criminal'  record  in  order 
to  reinstate  a  new  form  of  slavery? 

Dan  Kahrsman 
London 


Life  as  illusion 

Inept  and  hateful,  Robin  Wood's  review  of  Paul 
Schrader's  film  Mishima  would  be  more  hateftil 
were  it  less  inept.  Wood's  pivotal  objection  to  the 
film  is  his  wrong-headed  and  dogmatic  belief  that 
the  film  is  a  paen  to  fascism.  Yukio  Mishima's  life 
was  a  self-made  series  of  illusions,  dedicated  sole- 
ly to  the  artist's  eclectic  and  apolitical  pursuit  of 
making  images  that  re-interpret  reahty .  His  life  of 
episodic  illusions  reflected  his  literature.  They 
were  at  times  as  varied  and  spectacular  as  his  nov- 
els, short  stories  and  essays.  Whether  it  was  dres- 
sing up  in  private  army  uniforms,  lifting  weights 
in  Akaska  or  appearing  in  foolish  nude  revues  in 
Tokyo  red  light  districts,  it  had  httie  to  do  with  the 
consistent  political  ideology  that  Wood  insists 
Schrader  has  catalogued.  The  anger  that  led  to 
his  final  act  of  "artistic  purity"  —  committing 
seppuku  in  a  Tokyo  garrison— had  more  to  do 
with  his  violent  dismay  with  Japan's  drift  into 
vulgar  materialism  (and  away  from  an  enviable 
heritage  of  aesthetics)  than  it  did  with  embracing 
fascism.  Schrader's  film  is  quite  clear  on  that 
point.  That  Mishima  chose  to  raise  a  private  ar- 
my and  call  for  a  return  to  tiie  samurai  code  has 
to  do  with  elements  of  his  own  national  culture. 
One  supposes  that  had  he  been  bom  in  Toronto 
and  lived  among  tiie  self-congratulatory  leftist  in- 
teUigentsia,  he  might  have  died  creating  the  fan- 
tasy of  Che  Guevara  liberating  tiie  peasants  of 
Nicaragua.  Or  some  such  tiling. 

Jared  Mitchell 
Toronto 


Respect  differences 

I  agree  entirely  witii  Don  St  Jean's  appeal  to 
"avoid  the  use  of  mockery  as  a  social  weapon."  It 
is  my  pleasure  to  know  Don;  it  doesn't  surprise 
me  that  he  cautions  us  to  moderate  hasty  judge- 
ments. He  asks  that  we  don't  victimize  otiiers  in 
our  search  for  justice. 

Don  challenges  us  gays  to  think  for  ourselves 
and  resist  at  all  costs  capitulation  to  mindless  and 
potentially  abusive,  strident,  anti-religious  rhet- 
oric. So  what  if  "fundamentalism"  isn't  one's 
bag— what  should  be  done  witii  its  proponents? 
Should  tiiey  be  denied  civil  rights,  eg,  free 


speech?  How  about  employment,  housing, 
healtii  services;  maybe  we  could  bum  down  their 
churches.  Is  rehgious  orientation  not  to  be  re- 
spected by  gays?  Are  fiindamentahsts  to  become 
the  scapegoat  of  secular  gay  humanists?  There  is 
some  danger  that  such  a  wave  of  bigotry  in  tiie 
gay  population  has  already  begun. 

I  applaud  TBP  for  publishing  several  letters 
about  religious  sensitivities  in  its  November  edi- 
tion. I  take  it  as  a  sign  of  maturity  in  a  gay  publi- 
cation. One  day  maybe  fiindamentahsts  will  feel 
secure  enough  to  respond  in  kind.  Until  then  God 
bless  us  all;  witii  a  special  portion  for  Don  St  Jean 
—a  gutsy  guy. 

Jim  Dorion 
Toronto 


Unwilling  audience 

We  would  hke  to  take  this  opportunity  to  com- 
ment on  an  incident  that  occurred  at  the  Notso 
Amazon  Softball  League  annual  banquet  at  the 
end  of  September.  Following  the  evenings  enter- 
tainment, one  league  member,  representing  the 
umpires,  performed  a  theatrical  striptease. 

The  collective  would  like  to  apologize  to  those 
women  who  were  offended.  While  two  individual 
collective  members  were  aware  that  this  strip- 
tease was  going  to  occur,  they  chose  not  to  inform 
or  consult  in  any  way  tiie  other  1 5  members  of  tiie 
collective  and  we  were  as  unprepared  as  most 
women  in  the  audience. 

As  a  collective  we  do  not  pass  judgement  on 
any  form  of  entertainment.  However,  we  respect 
each  woman's  right  to  choose  what  forms  of  en- 
tertainment she  will  see,  and  we  sincerely  regret 
that  women  attending  the  banquet  were  not  given 
tiiat  choice. 

We  do  not  feel,  as  do  some,  tiiat  women  who 
objected  to  tiie  entertainment  had  the  opportuni- 
ty to  get  up  and  leave.  Unfortunately,  many  of  us 
have  been  sociahzed  into  sitting  quietiy  rather 
than  raising  our  voices  in  objection. 

We  were  responsible  for  organizing  tiie  ban- 
quet and  do  offer  our  apology  to  those  women 
and  their  guests  who  were  offended.  We  hope  that 
this  in  no  way  detracted  from  tiie  enjoyment  of 
the  Softball  season  as  a  whole. 

The  Collective 

Notso  Amazon  Softball  League 


CARBON  COPY 


Peter  Maloney 
467  Church  St 
Toronto 

This  is  tiie  apology  I  owe  you  in  connection  witii 
our  exchange  of  letters  in  The  Body  Politic.  After 
tiiinking  the  matter  over,  I  agree  it  is  entirely  rea- 
sonable to  interpret  tiie  sections  of  my  book  quoted 
by  you  to  imply  tiiat  police  have  unlimited  rights  of 
detention.  This  was  never  my  intention,  but  inten- 
tions aren't  good  enough.  If  the  book  gets  to  sec- 
ond edition  (a  writer  can  be  optimistic  about  his 
book  even  if  one  critic  tiiinks  it  boring).  I'll  be  sure 
to  put  in  a  clarifying  sentence  or  two. 

Thanks  for  bringing  tiie  oversight  to  my  atten- 
tion, and  again  my  apologies.  I  am  sending  a  copy 
of  this  letter  to  The  Body  Politic  in  tiie  hope  tiiey 
might  let  tiieir  readers  know  tiie  dispute  has  ended. 

John  Se\\'ell 
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When  you  go  on  vacation... 
your  obligations  don't! 

HWISESITTERS.. 

B 

Toronto  and  Area  591-1295 
Niagara  Region  685-3835 

•  Live-in  or  daily  visits  •  The  "Grandparents" 

program/Child  and  family  care  •  Fully  bonded 

•  Dependable  •  Insured  •  Inexpensive  •  Personalized 

Service  •  We  accept  major  credit  cards 

340  Somerset  W.,  Ottawa 


UA^ 

Welcomes  all  gay  visitors  to  Ottawa 


Order  by  phone! 

Toll-free!  Call: 

1-800-268-1 121 

British  Columbia  call 

1 12-800-268-1 121 

Billnguat  operators  on 

duty  24  hours  a  day. 

Visa  or  Mastercharge 

accepted. 


PALM  WEST 

GUEST  HOUSE 


A  Spotless  Friendly 
Bed  &  Breakfast 

Complimentary 
Sunset  Cocktails 

5  minutes  to  ocean 
20  minutes  to  Ft.  Lauderdale 

Rooms  from  $30.00  (U.S.) 

Book  by  December  lOOi 
for  25  %  discount 

620  Rockland  Dr. 

West  Palm  Beach 

Florida.  USA.  33405 

Tel:  305-585-4091 

In  Toronto  Tel:  416-533-8712 


Here's  my  gift  list! 

My  name 

My  address 

My  city/code   

Please  enter  gift  subscriptions  for  these  friends: 

Name 

Address  

City/code    

Name 

Address 

City/code    

Name  

Address  

City/code    

Name 

Address         " 

City/code 

I'm  giving     one  subscription  for* $24.95 

two  subscriptions  for* $40.00 

',  J  three  subscriptions  for* $50.00 

[J  four  subscriptions  for* $60.00 

"Please  bill  me  after  January  I.  1986. 

I  enclose  my  payment  to  TBP  Subscriptions. 

'Gifts  outside  Canada,  please  pay  in  US  funds. 

do  not  wish  to  receive  selected  mailings  from  organizations 
interested  in  reaching  gay  people. 

02BPAI25 
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The  season  to  refthh 
-  Jriendships,  confirm  new  ones, 
preach  out  to  family  and  our  own 

special  network  of  lovers,  tricks 

and  friends. 

^  A  gift  subscription  to  The  Body 
Politic  is  a  generous  and  always 
appreciated  way  of  telling  friends 
they  're  special—  month  after 
month,  year  after  year.  Each  time 
our  sealed,  discreet  envelope 
arrives,  your  friends  will  be    "^Hg 
reminded  of  your  generosity.    ^j^H 

For  each  gift  you  order,  we'll  send 
l^i/  a  handsome,  colourful  gift  card 

specially  deseed  for  The  Body 

Politic,  that  you  can  personalize 
^and  send  to  your  friends.  We  Y/ 

even  provide  the  envelopes! 

Kke  a  few  minutes  now  and  solve 
ur  gift  problems  for  years  to 
come.  Fill  in  the  order  form,  or 
call  our  toll-free  number— 
24  hours  a  day— anywhere  in 
the  US  and  Canada. 
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Porn  researchers  flaunt  their  'shocking' findings,  but 
they  can  turn  very  shy  when  questions  arise  and  they 
are  asked  to  explain  their  methods 


Monkey  see,  monkey  rape? 


u 


esearch  cites  links  of  pom  with 
rape." 

This  provocative  headline  appeared  last  July 
17  on  the  front  page  of  the  Toronto  Globe  and 
Mail's  Metro  section. 

The  article  began  by  explaining  how  a  federal 
justice  department  study  shows  that  "men  who 
watch  non-violent  degrading  pornography  are 
just  as  Ukely  to  commit  rape  as  consumers  of  sex- 
ually violent  pornography."  Startled  readers 
must  have  wondered  whether  it  had  already  been 
established  that  consumers  of  sexually  violent 
pornography  are  likely  to  commit  rape. 

Assured  that  the  study  was  important  (after 
all,  it  had  been  commissioned  by  the  Justice  De- 
partment), readers  proceeded  to  find  a  series  of 
bizane  claims  about  the  participants  in  the  study 
—and,  by  extension,  about  men  in  general. 

Jim  Check,  a  professor  of  psychology  at  York 
University,  had  recruited  400  Ontario  men 
"from  truck  drivers  to  physicians"  and  divided 
them  into  four  groups.  Three  of  the  groups  were 
assigned  to  watch  90  minutes'  worth  of  sexually- 
explicit  films.  Over  a  two-week  period,  one  group 
viewed  "violent  pornography,"  a  second  saw 
"dehumanizing  pornography"  which  was  "ver- 
bally but  not  physically  abusive  toward  women," 
a  third  viewed  "erotica."  The  fourth  group  did 
not  view  any  sexually  exphcit  material. 

Those  90  minutes  achieved  what  TV  commer- 
cials would  call  amazing  results:  "...an  equal 
number  of  men  (20  percent)  who  watched  the  vio- 
lent and  non-violent  material  said  they  would 
probably  rape  a  woman  if  they  could  get  away  with 
it.' '  However,  only  1 0  percent  of  the  men  who  were 
not  exposed  to  any  of  the  fihns  said  they  would 
probably  commit  rape  if  they  were  not  caught." 

Barring  the  possibility  that  Canada's  national 
newspaper  had  suddenly  gone  berserk  and  con- 
spired in  a  hoax,  what  were  readers  to  make  of 
such  findings?  Were  10  percent  of  Canadian  men 
—approximately  one  million  persons— deterred 
from  rape  solely  by  the  fear  of  getting  caught? 
Would  an  hour  and  a  half  of  "degrading"  films 
convince  an  additional  million  that  rape  would 
be  great  if  only  they  could  get  away  with  it? 

On  the  other  hand,  could  readers  take  comfort 
that  the  films  did  not  seriously  affect  90  percent  of 
the  men?  Perhaps  the  headline  should  have  read: 
"90  percent  of  men  unaffected  by  pom." 

Less  fevered  conjecnires  are  drawn  from  a  sec- 
ond, closer  reading  of  the  Globe  story.  It  appears 
that  there  is  much  less  to  Check's  findings  than 
meets  the  eye.  In  fact,  the  study  raises  many  more 
questions  than  it  answers.  Would  the  men  who  said 
they  would  "probably"  rape  if  they  could  get 
away  with  it  ever  actually  act  on  their  statement? 

Could  men  really  be  disposed  to  rape  by 
watching  an  hour  and  a  half  of  films  and  then 
somehow  un-disposed  to  rape  by  a  one-hour 
"debriefing"? 

At  least  partial  answers  to  some  of  these  ques- 
tions might  have  been  gleaned  by  direct  examina- 
tion of  the  complete  report  on  the  study.  But,  in 


spite  of  the  brief  media  flurry  in  July,  neither 
Check  nor  the  Globe  nor  the  Justice  Department 
find  themselves  able  to  release  the  ftill  report. 
Check  says  he  does  not  want  to  release  the  report 
before  publication  by  the  Justice  Department, 
there  is  no  longer  a  copy  of  it  on  file  at  the  Globe 
and,  curiously,  the  Justice  Department  has  de- 
cided not  to  distribute  the  study  after  all.  Calls  to 
officials  in  Ottawa  who  could  explain  why  the 
Justice  Department  has  backed  off  from  publica- 
tion have  not  been  retumed. 

Although  refusing  to  discuss  his  study  with 
ra/'(he  found  this  writer's  approach  too  "politi- 
cal"). Check  confirmed  that  the  Globe  article  is 
an  accurate  summary.  Not  included  in  that  ac- 
curate summary  is  a  sample  of  the  questionnaire 
used  in  the  study.  We  do  not  know  precisely  how 
the  response  of  "probably"  raping  a  woman  was 
elicited  in  this  particular  study.  We  do  know, 
from  a  previously  published  study,  that  Check 
uses  the  concepts  of  probability  and  likelihood  in 
a  highly  specialized  fashion. 

In  1983,  Check  and  another  researcher  studied 
"Sex  Role  Stereotyping  and  Reactions  to  Depic- 
tions of  Stranger  Versus  Acquaintance  Rape." 
This  study  found  that  30  percent  of  the  men 
studied  "indicated  some  likelihood  of  raping." 
There  were,  however,  varying  degrees  of  self-re- 
ported likelihood:  "After  indicating  their 
perceptions  of  the  woman  in  the  story,  male  sub- 
jects were  asked  how  likely  they  would  be  to 
behave  as  the  (raping)  man  in  the  story  did  if  they 
could  be  assured  that  no  one  would  know.  They 
were  asked  to  indicate  their  responses  on  a  scale 
from  one  (not  at  all  likely)  to  five  (very  likely)." 
Two  or  above  on  the  five-point  scale  was  taken  to 


indicate  "some  likelihood"  of  raping. 

Setting  aside  the  question  of  whether  the  men 
would  ever  act  out  their  self-reported  likelihood 
of  raping  "if  they  could  be  assured  no  one  would 
ever  know,"  surely  the  likelihood  of  rape  on  the 
part  of  those  indicating  "two"  on  the  five-point 
scale  is  a  very  slim  likelihood  indeed.  Yet  these 
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men  are  lumped  in  with  those  indicating  higher 
degrees  of  likelihood  to  make  up  that  30  percent 
of  likely  rapists.  In  the  report  on  this  study  in  The 
Journal  of  Personality  and  Social  Psychology, 
all  the  qualifications  on  "likelihood"  are  cleariy 
set  out.  But  if  Check  had  issued  a  news  release  on 
this  study,  would  he  have  baldly  stated  that  30 
percent  of  the  male  participants  said  they  would 
probably  rape  a  woman  if  they  could  get  away 
with  it?  What  does  "probably"  mean? 

The  Globeslory  on  Check's  recent  study  is  not 
an  isolated  event.  Stories  linking  pomography 
with  social  harm  are  a  recurring  front  page  fea- 
ture of  the  sexually  anxious  eighties.  Check's  re- 
search interests  are  part  of  a  tradition  of  experi- 
mental studies  of  pomography  and  its  effects  go- 


ing back  at  least  as  far  as  1970,  when  the  report  of 
the  US  Commission  on  Obscenity  and  Pomogra- 
phy was  released.  Conservative  dissatisfaction 
with  the  Commission's  conclusion  that  pomo- 
graphy was  not  harmftil  to  individuals  or  society 
led  to  a  plethora  of  studies.  These  studies  were 
further  encouraged  by  those  feminists  convinced 
that  pomography  played  a  central  role  in  vio- 
lence against  women. 

Like  alchemists  searching  for  the  formula  that 
would  turn  lead  into  gold,  an  army  of  researchers 
conducted  study  after  study  on  the  effects  of  por- 
nography. None  of  the  studies  established  con- 
clusively that  pomography  was  harmful.  Many 
of  the  criticisms  that  would  occur  to  intelligent 
readers  of  the  Globe's  "Research  cites  links..." 
apply  to  all  experimental  studies  of  pomography 
and  its  effects. 

A  most  useful  study  of  the  studies  is  Making 
Sense  of  Research  on  Pornography  by  Professor 
Thelma  McCormack  of  York  University.  A  fem- 
inist and  a  sociologist  with  expertise  on  the  effects 
of  media,  McCormack  could  not,  on  the  basis  of 
all  the  studies  available,  establish  any  reliable 
statistical  association  between  pomography  and 
acts  of  sexual  violence. 

In  a  recent  comment  on  the  alleged  harmfulness 
of  pomography,  McCormack  suggested  that  the 
acid  test  would  be  a  study  of  men  who  have  actual- 
ly committed  rape  in  order  to  determine  whether 
they  use  pomography  and  whether  they  use  it 
more  than  other  men .  This  at  least  would  be  analo- 
continued  on  page  14 
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continued  from  page  13 
gous  to  clinical  studies  of  cigarette-smoking  and 
lung  cancer,  which  deal  with  cancer  patients  rather 
than  smokers.  Clinical  evidence  is  absolutely 
essential,  she  said.  Experimental  studies  can  add 
to  our  knowledge  of  human  behaviour,  she  notes, 
but  they  are  designed  in  a  very  special  way  and  for 
particular  theoretical  purposes. 

In  spite  of  the  hmitations  of  experimental  stud- 
ies into  the  effects  of  pornography,  governments 
continue  to  pubhsh  them  and  media  eagerly  pub- 
licize them.  The  pohtical  and  religious  right,  cer- 
tain vocal  feminists,  and  many  estabUshment 
politicians  want  "scientific"  support  for  their 
convictions  about  pornography,  and  they  want  it 
now.  They  are  not  interested  in  thorough  debate 
(inside  or  outside  the  feminist  movement)  or 
lengthy  clinical  studies.  This  is  so  at  both  the  local 
and  national  level. 

McCormack's  monograph  on  pornography 
research  was  originally  commissioned  by  a  sub- 


committee of  the  Metropolitan  Task  Force  on  Vi- 
olence Against  Women  in  1 983 .  When  her  report 
did  not  tell  the  subcommittee  what  it  wanted  to 
hear,  they  disregarded  it  and  commissioned  an- 
other from  nonfeminist,  antipomography  activist 
David  Scott.  McCormack  reports  that  students, 
journalists,  librarians,  and  others  seeking  copies  of 
her  report  from  the  task  force  "receive  evasive  an- 
swers about  its  existence."  As  a  remedy  to  this  Or- 
wellian  tactic  of  making  something  nonexistent, 
the  report  has  been  included  in  Women  Against 
Censorship,  edited  by  Varda  Burstyn. 

On  its  recent  travels  across  Canada,  The  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  Pornography  and  Prostitu- 
tion (the  Fraser  Committee)  was  bombarded 
with  briefs  claiming  that  research  studies  "clearly 
demonstrate"  the  harmfulness  of  pornography. 
Alas  for  the  would-be  censors,  the  Committee 
"had  to  conclude,"  very  reluctantly,  that  the 
available  research  is  of  very  limited  use  in  addres- 
sing these  questions."  In  their  report  to  the  Jus- 


tice Department,  the  Committee  discused  the 
limitations  of  the  experimental  approach  to  por- 
nography research  and  found  existing  studies 
"so  inadequate  and  chaotic  that  no  consistent 
body  of  information  has  been  estabHshed"  and 
"the  results  of  the  research  are  contradictory  or 
inconclusive." 

The  Committee  is  clearly  unhappy  about  its 
"very  reluctant"  conclusions.  "Pornography 
may,  indeed,  be  a  prime  factor  in...  undesirable 
consequences...  but,  based  solely  on  the  evi- 
dence we  have  considered  {itaHics  in  the  original), 
we  cannot  at  this  time  conclude  that  such  is  the 
case."  Perhaps  in  the  near  future  ambitious  re- 
searchers will  give  another  committee  the  ammu- 
nition they  long  for.  Ambitious  researchers  will 
know  that  no  such  committee  (nor  the  justice  de- 
partment which  establishes  it)  is  interested  in 
studies  that  clearly  demonstrate  pornography  is 
not  a  prime  factor  in  "undesirable 
consequences.  Francis  Gillis  • 


Contract  compliance  adopted 

Toronto  will  deal  only  with  companies  unbiased  against  women,  minorities,  gays 


The  City  of  Toronto  has  become  the  first  munici- 
pality in  Canada  to  adopt  a  "contract  compli- 
ance" policy  as  a  means  of  protecting  human 
rights.  The  policy,  passed  by  City  Council  Oc- 
tober 22,  aims  to  discourage  discriminatory  be- 
haviour by  employers  doing  business  with  the 
City  and  specifically  includes' discrimination  on 
the  grounds  of  sexual  orientation. 

Contract  comphance  was  initially  defined  in 
1982  by  the  Toronto  Mayor's  Committee  on 
Community  and  Race  Relations  as  a  "system 
whereby  recipients  of  contracts  and  other  money 
from  the  City  establish  a  commitment  to  Equal 
Opportunity."  Now  policy,  it  will  affect  financial 
institutions  with  which  the  City  deposits  its  short- 
term  funds,  contractors  who  provide  goods  and 
services  to  the  City,  bodies  appointed  by  the  City, 
grant  recipients  and  municipal  enterprises  such 
as  Toronto  Hydro,  public  libraries,  and  City- 
home,  the  City-regulated  non-profit  housing  cor- 
poration. More  than  18,000  employers  will  be  in- 
volved and  contracts  worth  over  a  billion  dollars 
a  year  are  affected. 

Mary  Bruce,  who  chaired  the  Task  Force  on 
Contract  Comphance  and  is  the  director  of  the 
Equal  Opportunity  Division  at  city  hall,  states 
simply  that  "compliance  is  just  a  pohcy,  a  condi- 
tion of  contract."  However,  if  employers  refuse 
to  comply,  she  continued,  smiling,  they  may  not 
be  considered.  Ceta  Ramkhalawansingh,  a  pro- 
gram consultant  who  worked  with  Bruce  on  the 
Task  Force,  agreed  and  noted  that  the  purpose  of 
the  policy  is  to  "see  the  same  set  of  policies  ap- 
phed  on  a  consistent  basis." 

Municipal  agencies  and  public  sector  groups 
will  be  required  to  set  up  equal  opportunity  pro- 
grams immediately.  Contract  compliance  in  the 
private  sector  will  be  phased  in  gradually;  begin- 
ning in  January  1986,  companies  wishing  to  bid 
on  contracts  or  do  business  with  the  City  must 
agree  to  an  anti-discrimination  clause  as  part  of 
the  Fair  Wage  Policy  in  their  contracts. 

• 
Contract  compliance,  although  it  was  unani- 
mously approved  by  the  City's  Executive  Com- 
mittee before  it  was  passed  to  City  Council  and 
subsequent  adoption,  did  not  have  an  auspicious 
start.  The  afore-mentioned  Committee  on  Com- 


munity and  Race  Relations,  set  up  in  late  1980, 
sought  to  identify  a  more  direct  way  for  the  City 
to  encourage  equal  opportunity  measures  among 
those  with  which  it  did  business.  The  Committee 
had  found  voluntary  educational  programs  too 
slow  in  equalizing  employment  opportunities  for 
"targeted  groups":  women,  visible  minorities, 
and  persons  with  disabilities.  A  1983  back- 
ground report  on  contract  compliance  which  was 


the  name  of  your  organization  will  be  added  to 
the  mailing  list  of  the  Task  Force." 

The  Task  Force  itself,  bom  out  of  the  back- 
ground report,  also  had  a  bumpy  start.  A  Coun- 
cil decision  in  April  1984  to  fund  it  was  opposed 
by  eight  of  Council's  23  members.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  most  of  these  members  are,  today, 
pleased  with  the  implementation  of  the  Task 
Forces's  recommendations.  When  TBP  recently 


forwarded  to  City  Council  contained  specific  ref- 
erences to  sexual  orientation,  but  no  gay  organi- 
zation recieved  a  copy. 

A  letter  from  Brian  Mossop,  co-ordinator  of 
the  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council,  was  sent 
in  May  1 984  to  Eunice  Savio,  the  secretary  of  the 
Mayor's  Committee  on  Community  and  Race 
Relations,  asking  whether  gay  organizations 
would  be  consulted  in  the  future.  Mayor 
Eggleton  (recently  re-elected  in  the  1985  cam- 
paign) sent  a  personal  reply  to  Mossop  which 
walked  around  the  fact  that  gay  groups  had  been 
omitted.  Eggleton  offered  only:  "It  is  not  likely, 
nor  is  it  within  the  terms  of  the  reference  for  the 
Task  Force,  that  the  discussion  of  the  grounds  of 
non-discrimination  will  take  place.  In  any  event, 


contacted  some  of  the  eight  (Fred  Beavis,  Tom 
Clifford,  Michael  Gee,  Ben  Grys,  Tom  Jacobek, 
Tony  O'Donohue,  Joe  Piccininni  and  Derwyn 
Shea),  most  shared  Chfford's  sentiment:  "I 
don't  understand  why  I  would  have  voted  against 
it."  Gee  said  that  the  comphance  policy  is  "sim- 
ply in  one  stage  of  a  damn  good  idea.' '  Joe  Piccin- 
inni, who  lost  his  aldermanic  seat  in  the  Novem- 
ber 12  Toronto  municipal  election,  told  TBPthat 
he  now  supports  the  policy,  but  only  after  he  rag- 
ed against  TBP  itself.  Obviously  caught  up  in 
election  fever,  Piccininni  railed  that  he 
"wouldn't  vote  for  you  if  it  was  the  last  thing  on 
earth,"  and  that  he  knew  "aU  about"  TBP.  Con- 
tract compliance  was  not  really  on  his  mind. 
Contract  compliance  did  not  become  an  issue 


in  the  November  12  elections;  in  fact,  it  was  not 
mentioned  at  all,  probably  because  it  had  been 
approved  by  both  the  Executive  Committee  and 
City  Council,  and  was,  therefore,  not  a  conten- 
tious issue. 

• 

Before  the  Executive  Committee  recommended 
the  implementation  of  contract  compliance  to 
Council  it  heard  from  various  community  repre- 
sentatives, but  none  identified  as  speaking  for  gay 
interests.  It  did  hear  from  gay  activist  Peter 
Maloney,  the  recently  defeated  Ward  Six  aider- 
manic  candidate,  but  he  spoke  only  as  an 
individual. 

Maloney  told  TBP  he  attended  because  he 
thought  the  proposed  recommendation  to  Council 
was  unclear  as  to  whether  it  included  sexual  orien- 
tation in  all,  or  even  any,  of  its  pertinent  sections. 
Also:  "I  wanted  to  know  if  the  (policy)  was  applied 
solely  to  (city)  boards  and  committees  or  if  there 
was  also  an  intention  to  apply  it  to  the  private  sec- 
tor also."  In  the  end,  Maloney  was  "extremely 
pleased"  with  the  Executive  Committee's  and 
Council's  approval  of  the  policy. 

Although  compliance  is  immediately  enforc- 
able  within  the  City's  civil  service,  current  con- 
tracts with  employers  will  run  their  course  before 
the  City  imposes  the  new  policy.  When  Bruce  was 
confronted  with  the  fact  that  the  Salvation  Army, 
not  noted  for  an  agreeable  stand  on  the  rights  of 
homosexuals,  was  running  a  municipal  polling 
station  for  which  it  receives  City  monies,  she 
pointed  out  the  legal  binds  of  current  contracts. 
"Community  groups  would  have  loved  for  us  to 
go  'just  like  that,'  Bruce  explained,  making  a 
chopping  motion.  "But  the  City  would  never 
have  approved." 

Ramkhalawansingh  explained  that  employers 
who  are  awarded  City  contracts  will  be  required 
to  respond  to  a  survey  about  members  of  the 
three  "targeted  groups"  in  their  employ,  along 
with  their  occupations  and  salary  ranges.  Infor- 
mation about  discrimination  against  other,  un- 
targeted  groups,  such  as  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
will  be  gathered  whenever  complaints  are  receiv- 
ed. "If  companies  were  found  to  be  discriminat- 
ing," Ramkhalawansingh  said,  "we  would  take 
action."  It  is  important  to  note  here  that  the  re- 
sults of  the  survey  and  complaints  will  be  inter- 
preted by  Council  within  two  years  to  determine 
the  scope  of  the  legislation  to  follow,  which  would 
then  involve  infoi  cement. 

Asked  if  she  thought  a  law  would  eventually  be 
passed  encompassing  contract  compliance, 
Bruce  replied:  "We  don't  know."  After  men- 
tioning that  the  federal  government  is  in  the  pro- 
cess of  implementing  a  similar  package,  Bruce 
said  that  her  department  was  "consulting  closely 
with  the  province  and  the  federal  government. 
We  don't  want  to  have  widely  different  formats, 
but  we  are  not  tied  to  theirs."  She  hoped  that  all 
three  levels  of  government  would  agree  on  a 
general  compliance  format  suitable  to  any  level 
of  government. 

"There  is  a  concern  that  we  are  going  too 
slow,"  Bruce  remarked,  drawing  attention  to  the 
overwhelming  amount  of  information  that  would 
have  to  be  sorted  through.  "We  think  we  are  go- 
ing too  fast!"  she  concluded. 

Any  proposed  legislation  will  require  com- 
panies to  cooperate  with  the  City  in  determining 
the  representation  of  various  minority  groups 
among  their  employees.  As  well,  targets  or 
quotas  will  be  set  to  increase  the  number  of 
minority  employees  where  they  are  under- 
represented.  Firms  will  be  required  to  report  on 
their  progress  in  hiring  members  of  minority 
groups.  Andrew  Lesk  and  Alan  Orr  • 
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AIDS:  Double  exposure 

Ontario  and  British  Columbia  ignore  fears  about  confidentiality  of  AIDS  antibody  test  results 


AIDS  antibody  testing  has  arrived  in  Canada, 
bringing  wiUi  it  fears  within  tiie  gay  community 
and  otiier  affected  groups  tiiat  the  failure  to  en- 
sure confidentiality  of  names  will  lay  Uie  ground 
for  future  discrimination  and  harassment. 

By  November  1  all  Canadian  Red  Cross  Socie- 
ty blood  donor  clinics  across  tiie  country  had  be- 
gun testing  blood  donations  for  exposure  to  the 
AIDS  virus.  In  addition,  selected  provincial  lab- 
oratories were  preparing  to  test  blood  samples 
sent  to  them  by  private  physicians.  In  British  Col- 
umbia and  Ontario,  different  policies  on  report- 
ing of  names  and  follow-up  of  positive  results 
were  put  in  place  but  in  neither  province  did  tiie 
case  for  guaranteed  anonymous  testing  make 
much  headway.  Other  provinces,  witii  fewer 
AIDS  cases  and  less  organized  AIDS  community 
pressure  groups,  were  still  debating  what  kind  of 
reporting  tiiey  would  require. 

Planning  for  tiie  AIDS  virus  antibody  testing  in 
Canada  began  earlier  in  1985,  soon  after  the  test 
was  Ucensed  for  use  in  the  US.  The  Red  Cross  So- 
ciety, anxious  to  reassure  die  pubUc  that  its  blood 
supply  was  safe,  decided  to  follow  the  US  exam- 
ple and  submit  all  blood  donations  for  testing. 
The  society  first  exacted  a  commitment  fi^om  the 
federal  and  provincial  governments  to  pay  for  the 
tests,  estimated  to  cost  $5.2  miUion  in  1986.  Be- 
cause the  society  also  anticipated  a  flood  of  indi- 
viduals from  high-risk  groups  coming  forward  to 
donate  blood  simply  to  take  the  test,  it  also  re- 
quested that  the  provinces  set  up  some  kind  of  al- 
ternative test  sites  to  handle  requests  from  tiie 
curious  and  the  worried. 

Ontario  has  now  authorized  testing  through 
private  physicians,  paid  for  by  provincial  medi- 
cal insurance.  British  Columbia  has  autiiorized 
private  testing  and  set  up  one  alternative  test  site 
in  Vancouver.  The  reporting  policies  decided  up- 
on in  each  province  reflect  in  part  tiie  sti"ength  of 
tiie  input  from  the  major  AIDS  community 
organizations. 

In  BC  tiiere  are  two  ways  for  people  to  get  the 
antibody  test,  according  to  Bob  Tivey,  education 
director  of  AIDS- Vancouver.  An  individual  can 
go  to  a  private  physician,  who  is  allowed  to  code 
the  laboratory  blood  samples  with  initials  and 
date  of  birth  only.  It  is  also  possible  to  make  an 
appointment  at  a  recentiy  opened  alternative  test 
site  in  Vancouver,  tiie  ATEC  (Anti-HTLV  Test- 
ing, Evaluation  and  Counselling)  Chnic.  This  is  a 
facihty  connected  to  Uie  central  provincial  refer- 
ence laboratory.  It  operates  two  telephone  public 
information  lines  and  has  been  given  an  annual 
operating  budget  of  $400,000.  At  this  clinic  a 
name  and  address  will  be  requested  on  an  initial 
form,  but  "lots  of  people  will  use  pseudonyms," 
said  Tivey,  "and  it  will  not  be  questioned." 

Tivey  said  that  the  provincial  government  offi- 
cials had  initially  insisted  on  names  being  used 
but,  after  a  series  of  meetings  witii  AIDS- Vancou- 
ver representatives,  tiiey  became  convinced  that 
no  one  would  show  up  if  names  were  required. 

"There  are  no  other  regulations  at  present," 
Tivey  said.  "The  provincial  government  has  as- 
sured us  that  the  information  stops  at  the  test 
site."  However,  he  admitted,  "We  could  lose  it 
tomorrow."  The  provincial- Social  Credit  gov- 
ernment is  not  known  for  progressive  social 
legislation. 

Tivey  said  he  was  more  concerned  that  the  re- 
sources of  his  group  would  be  severely  strained  by 
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Presumed  guHty:  The  round  body  in  these  photos  is  LAV  or  HTLV-3,  the  virus  believed  to  cause  AIDS 


the  post-test  counselling  required  to  deal  with  the 
anxiety  created  by  uncertainty  about  the  mean- 
ing of  positive  results. 

In  Ontario,  the  arrival  of  antibody  testing  was 
accompanied  by  much  confusion  in  the  media 
about  what  information  would  be  reported  and 
to  whom.  The  Red  Cross,  the  ministry  of  health, 
the  Toronto  medical  officer  of  health  and  the 
AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  (ACT)  each  had  a 
different  understanding  of  what  should  be  done 
witii  the  test  results.  ACT  was  the  only  public 
voice  calling  for  anonymous  testing  to  ensure 
confidentiality. 

The  Red  Cross,  for  its  part,  tried  to  resist  re- 
porting of  confirmed  positive  results,  not  only  be- 
cause of  the  uncertainty  about  tiie  meaning  of  the 
results,  but  also  because  of  its  concern  that  any 
confusion  would  only  deter  people  from  donat- 
ing blood.  "The  Red  Cross  is  involved  witii 
screening  blood  donations  only,"  said  Ken 
Mews,  technical  information  officer  for  tiie  Red 
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Uncertainty.  Blood  is  placed  in  wells  in  a 
tray  and  covered  with  a  chemical  which 
changes  colour  if  antibodies  are  present.  One 
company  advertises  a  substance  which 
changes  sharply  from  yellow  to  purple;  other 
versions  of  the  test  are  less  easy  to  interpret 


Cross  AIDS  project.  "We  do  not  beheve  that  tiie 
test  is  a  good  diagnostic  tool.  If  we  are  required  to 
give  positive  test  results  to  public  health  authori- 
ties by  law,  we  have  no  choice." 

Mews  pointed  out  that  "the  US  experience  is 
that  less  than  one  percent  of  all  blood  donations 
test  positive  on  initial  screening.  After  confirma- 
tory procedures,  what  you  come  with  at  tiie  other 
end  is  .04  percent,"  he  said.  "We  expect  tiiat  it 
will  be  even  smaller  in  Canada  because  of  tiie 
lower  prevalence  of  AIDS." 

Nevertiieless,  what  the  Red  Cross  discovered 
on  November  I  was  a  welter  of  conflicting  report- 
ing requirements  in  different  provinces  across  the 
country.  Several  weren't  sure  what  to  do.  Typical 
was  the  response  of  Dr  JB  McSheffrey,  medical 
director  of  the  Red  Cross  Transfusion  Service  in 
Saskatoon.  "There  hasn't  been  a  firm  decision 
made  about  tiiis  (in  Saskatchewan)  yet,"  he  said. 
According  to  Mews,  the  Red  Cross  is  lobbying 
for  a  consensus  meeting  to  develop  a  national  ac- 
cord on  the  matter.  Currentiy,  he  said,  the  con- 
flicting regularions  are  "a  bureaucrat's 
nightmare." 

Confidence  in  the  Ontario  ministiy  of  healtii's 
grasp  of  tiie  sensitivity  of  tiie  situation  was  shaken 
by  an  apparent  flip-flop  by  tiie  new  Liberal  min- 
ister, Murray  Elston.  The  confusion  revolved 
around  whetiier  or  not  the  requisition  forms  to 
accompany  test  samples  destined  for  the  provin- 
cial laboratory  would  contain  tiie  patient's  name 
and  risk  group  category  ("homosexual/bisexual 
male,"  "intravenous  drug  user,"  etc). 

The  Provincial  Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS 
had  been  assigned  tiie  task  of  developing  the  con- 
tent of  the  requisition  form  as  well  as  two  infor- 
mation handbooks  for  physicians  and  patients. 
"The  last  draft  of  the  form  approved  (by  tiie 
committee)  allowed  for  anonymous  testing," 
said  Dr  Randy  Coates,  head  of  the  University  of 
Toronto  AIDS  Epidemiology  Study.  The  form 
tiien  went  to  the  ministry,  where  it  was  apparentiy 
changed  without  the  knowledge  of  the  minister  or 
the  committee.  An  October  15  letter  sent  to  all 
physicians  in  the  province  from  the  director  of  tiie 
provincial  laboratory  services  branch  stated  that 
"the  patient's  full  name  is  essential  for  laborato- 
ry purposes." 


When  Elston  found  out  October  31  that  tiie 
forms  retained  the  risk  group  information  he  is- 
sued a  statement  saying  he  had  "  ordered  that  this 
situation  be  rectified  immediately."  New  letters 
went  out  to  physicians  asking  tiiem  to  disregard 
tiie  previous  instructions.  "The  new  forms  will 
not  identift'  patients  by  risk  group,"  Elston  said. 
"Nor  will  it  be  necessary  to  include  tiie  patient's 
full  name.  The  doctor  will  be  able,  if  tiie  patient 
wishes,  to  use  a  code  number." 

How  did  tiie  recommendations  of  an  expert 
committee  and  a  ministerial  order  get  ignored? 
"I  don't  know  how  it  (tiie  form)  got  out  tiiere," 
said  Robert  Stephens,  Elston's  press  assistant. 
"It  was  news  to  tiie  minister;  it  was  news  to  me." 
He  hinted  tiiat  an  internal  probe  was  in  progress. 

For  observers  of  the  health  ministry,  which  is 
one  of  tiie  largest  bureaucracies  in  tiie  provincial 
government,  it  was  a  tangible  demonstration  of 
tiie  challenge  it  presents  to  a  minister  intent  on 
controlling  public  health  officials  imbued  witii 
traditional  and  entrenched  notions  of  procedure. 
Cabinet  shuffles  and  elections  have  resulted  in 
four  healtii  ministers  in  two  years. 

"We  hope  that  tiiese  changes  will  allay  the 
concerns  of  tiiose  who  worried  about  tiie  report- 
ing of  lab  tests  and  the  collection  of 
information,"  said  Elston.  Stephens  said  tiie  pol- 
icies "struck  a  reasonable  balance  between  confi- 
dentiality and  protecting  tiie  public." 

A  more  worrisome  policy  remained  intact, 
however.  This  was  the  requirement  that  all  con- 
firmed positive  tests  must  be  reported  to  tiie  local 
medical  officer  of  health.  To  justify  this  require- 
ment, tiie  ministry  resorted  to  an  ambiguous 
phrase  in  the  Healtii  Protection  Act  which  says 
"positive  findings  in  respect  of  a  reportable  dis- 
ease" must  be  reported. 

No  otiier  province  makes  AIDS  infection  re- 
portable. (In  fact,  to  date,  only  six  have  made 
AIDS  in  its  complete  form  reportable.)  "Inevit- 
ably, it  will  happen,"  predicted  Dr  Alastair 
Clayton,  head  of  Ottawa's  Laboratory  Centre 
for  Disease  Control.  "Epidemiologically,  we 
want  to  get  a  handle  on  infection  rates  across  the 
country.  We  have  to  find  out  what  happens  over 
continued  on  page  17 
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the  next  five  years  to  people  who  are  infected." 

The  Ontario  reporting  requirement  has  been 
met  with  dismay  by  AIDS  researchers,  communi- 
ty organizations  and  physicians.  "It  is  not  in  the 
public  interest  to  report  names  of  seropositive  in- 
dividuals," said  Tom  Alloway,  chairperson  of 
ACT.  "The  primary  responsibility  for,  and  the 
most  effective  route  of,  follow-up  should  rest  with 
physicians  and  their  patients." 

Randy  Coates  is  concerned  that  confusion 
about  reporting  will  jeopardize  his  research  by 
causing  fear  among  study  participants  who  have 
taken  the  antibody  test.  "Our  tests  don't  go  to  the 
provincial  lab;  they're  being  done  in  Ottawa," 
Coates  said.  All  the  samples  are  coded.  "We  will 
not  under  any  circumstances  report  positive  re- 
sults from  the  study,"  he  said  firmly.  "They'd 
have  to  take  us  to  court." 

Both  Coates  and  Alloway  said  the  most  effec- 
dve  way  to  encourage  changes  in  behaviour  is 
through  massive  public  education  programmes. 
Both  charged  that  the  government  has  been  slow 
in  fijnding  such  programmes.  "They  should  be 
exploring  innovative  approaches  for  getting  in- 
formation to  people,"  said  Coates. 

There  are  encouraging  sips  that  the  new  Lib- 
eral government  is  recognizing  this  need . "  Public 
education  is  something  we  are  committed  to," 
said  Stephens.  On  October  17  the  health  minister 
announced  the  formation  of  a  provincial  AIDS 
educational  panel  which  includes  representatives 
from  the  media  and  from  ACT.  The  panel  has 
been  given  a  $200,000  budget. 

Private  physicians  are  also  wrestling  with  the 
value  of  the  antibody  test  and  the  wisdom  of  the 
reporting  requirement.  "I'm  completely  oppos- 
ed to  it,"  said  Dr  Philip  Berger,  who  has  a  down- 
town Toronto  practice.  "It  has  zero  public  health 
benefit.  The  civil  rights  of  patients  have  to  be  the 
paramount  factor." 

The  potential  abuses  of  antibody-positive  test 
results  are  explicitly  acknowledged  in  the  hand- 
book prepared  for  distribution  to  doctors  by  the 
Provincial  Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS. 
"Should  the  test  results  become  available  to  un- 
authorized persons,  discrimination  against  the 
individual  in  employment,  insurance  or  other 
personal  related  matters  might  occur,' '  the  book- 
let states,  advising  the  physician  to  protect  them- 
selves by  obtaining  the  patient's  written  consent. 

Lurking  in  the  background  of  the  discussion 
about  who  gets  what  information  is  the  spectre  of 
quarantine,  an  emergency  measure  now  openly 
discussed  by  public  health  officials.  Said  ACT's  Al- 
loway, "Quarantine  is  a  bankrupt  notion  in  more 
ways  than  one.  It  would  destroy  good  will  and  only 
encourage  inesponsibihty .  It  would  be  terribly  ex- 
pensive and  would  raise  a  hue  and  cry." 

PubHc  health  officials  have  always  had  the 
power  to  compel  treatment  or  to  detain  people  if 
the  safety  of  the  public  warrants  it.  They  have 
used  the  method  in  the  past,  usually  in  moments 
of  public  hysteria  and  never  effectively.  Current- 
ly, few  officials  would  admit  it  might  be  used  to 
detain  healthy  asymptomatic  individuals,  but,  in 
their  struggle  to  find  ways  of  dealing  with  the  cris- 
is that  AIDS  represents,  some  have  been  willing  to 
speculate,  making  public  statements  based  upon 
exceptional  worst-case  scenarios.  They  conjure 
up  the  "loose  cannon"  —  the  active  prostitute  or 
promiscuous  homosexual  who  refuses  to  stop 
having  unsafe  sex  with  unwitting  strangers. 

"We' ve  rejected  quarantining  as  a  way  of  deal- 
ing with  the  problem,"  said  Dr  Richard  Fralick, 
associate  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  city  of 
Toronto,  which  has  exhibited  a  relatively  enlight- 
ened attitude  toward  the  AIDS  problem.  His  col- 


leagues in  adjacent  municipalities  and  elsewhere 
in  Ontario  may  be  less  willing  to  make  such 
assurances. 

Because  AIDS  antibody  testing  was  instituted 
earlier  in  the  US  than  in  Canada,  public  health 
authorities  in  this  country  had  the  opportunity  to 
observe  social  repercussions  from  the  testing  and 
to  act  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  abuses  here. 
California,  for  example,  has  passed  the  most 
comprehensive  legislation,  ensuring  anonymity 
and  preventing  positive  test  results  from  being 
misused.  Florida  and  Wisconisin  have  similar, 
although  weaker,  safeguards  and  New  York  and 
the  District  of  Columbia  are  planning  legislation 
based  on  the  California  model. 

In  California  it  is  illegal  for  insurance  compan- 
ies to  use  the  test  to  screen  appHcants.  The  legis- 
lation provides  penalities  of  a  $10,000  fine  or  a 


year  in  jail.  Already,  30  American  insurance 
companies  are  demanding  the  test  as  a  screen  and 
several  companies  in  Canada  are  planning  to  do 
the  same. 

According  to  Holly  Smith,  media  relations  co- 
ordinator of  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Founda- 
tion, AIDS  groups  and  the  gay  community  in  Cal- 
ifornia made  a  convincing  argument  to  state  leg- 
islators and  health  authorities  that  guaranteed 
anonymous  testing  was  essential. 

"AIDS  and  homophobia  are  a  deadly  combin- 
ation," said  Smith.  "People  who  are  being  dis- 
criminated against  or  are  fearful  of  being  discrim- 
inated against  are  reluctant  to  put  themselves  at 
fijrther  risk.  If  you  want  somebody  to  do  some- 
thing, you  have  to  make  sure  they  aren't  penaliz- 
ed for  doing  it.  We  were  concerned  about  poten- 
tial discrimination  and  harassment  possibiUties. 


Our  predictions  have  come  true.  We  were  lucky 
in  that  we  had  our  law  in  place  before  the  discrim- 
inatory acts  took  place." 

Smith  stressed  that  the  distinction  between 
anonymity  and  confidentiality  was  crucial.  "It's 
been  shown  that  when  you  ensure  anonymity, 
you  get  compliance,"  she  said.  "When  you  talk 
only  about  confidentiaUty,  comphance  begins  to 
drop."  The  goal  of  public  health  authorities  was 
to  get  people  to  take  the  test  and  they  came  to  re- 
alize that  it  was  necessary  to  convince  people  it 
was  safe  to  do  so.  "Anonymity  is  the  only  true 
confidentiality,"  she  said. 

In  Canada,  it  seems,  the  argument  for  ano- 
nymity in  AIDS  antibody  testing  never  even  made 
it  to  the  table  for  discussion.  The  next  few  months 
will  reveal  the  harvest  of  this  blunder. 

EdJackson% 


Taking  the  test:  What  for? 

The  AIDS  virus  antibody  test  in  inaccurate  and  gives  little  useful  information 


Anyone  seriously  considering  taking  the  AIDS 
antibody  test  should  ask  themselves  at  least  two 
questions:  what  is  to  be  gained,  and  at  what  cost? 

The  apparent  answer  to  the  first  question  is 
two-fold:  it  would  be  liberating  to  know  that  one 
had  not  even  been  exposed  to  the  virus  and  that 
knowledge  would  presumably  allow  people  to 
limit  their  activities  to  their  own  antibody-posi- 
tive or  negative  group.  This  sounds  just  great,  but 
there  are  drawbacks.  A  few  reservations: 

The  test  is  merely  designed  to  measure  expo- 
sure to  the  virus  by  means  of  detecting  antibod- 
ies. It  is  not  a  test  for  AIDS  and  does  not  even  tell 
who  will  or  will  not  go  on  to  develop  the  disease. 
Anyone  electing  to  take  such  a  test  should  realize 
that  a  positive  result  is  not  a  death  sentence.  It's 
not  clear  that  the  virus  alone  is  capable  of  causing 
AIDS.  While  it's  not  obvious  that  those  who 
haven't  been  exposed  are  not  at  risk,  it's  not  cer- 
tain what  level  of  risk  the  exposure  entails. 

A  growing  body  of  evidence  indicates  that  oth- 
er conditions  such  as  repeated  exposures,  viral 
and  parasitic  co-factors,  drug  abuse  and  pre-ex- 
isting immune  system  damage  may  be  required 
before  AIDS  can  develop.  In  other  words,  AIDS 
may  not  be  a  single-event  disease,  but  rather  one 
growing  out  of  a  complicated  microbiological  en- 
vironment —  the  result  of  a  number  of  disease 
processes  working  synergistically  in  the  matrix  of 
a  "prepared  field." 

It's  not  clear  how  contagious  someone  who 
tests  positive  may  be.  Does  having  antibody  to  a 
virus  mean  that  one  will  transmit  the  virus?  A 
positive  result  may  mean  someone  is  infected 
with  the  virus— it  also  might  not  mean  that.  In  the 
absence  of  actual  viral  cultures,  it  seems  irrespon- 
sible to  tell  anyone  who  is  antibody  positive  that 
they  are  also  positive  for  the  virus. 

No  current  test  is  completely  accurate.  They 
are  simply  tools  by  which  we  can  help  to  screen 
blood  and  blood  products. 

Screening  people  as  opposed  to  screening 
blood,  keeping  the  records  and  the  use  to  which 
those  records  might  be  put  to  use  are  the  real 
issues.  This  is  so  because  the  answer  to  that  sec- 
ond question  (at  what  cost  is  the  "information" 
gained?)  isn't  pleasant.  A  positive  result  on  rec- 
ord could  result  in  someone  losing  their  job.  Or  it 
could  be  used  to  rem'ove  a  person's  passport. 
And  at  the  other  extreme,  there  is  the  spectre  of 
quarantine. 

While  this  is  admittedly  far-fetched  (and  prob- 
ably as  unworkable  as  it  is  unnecessary),  it's 


nonetheless  disturbing  to  hear  the  attitudes  being 
expressed  in  some  quarters.  You  expect  some 
ranting  from  the  New  Right,  of  course.  But  when 
people  such  as  Alexander  Langford  (head  of  the 
Canadian  Bar  Association)  join  in  the  chorus, 
one  gets  nervous.  Langford  was  recently  quoted 
as  being  in  favour  of  quarantine  for  people  with 
AIDS— whether  or  not  they  were  merely  carriers 
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or  actually  suffering  from  the  disease.  (In  either 
case  these  people  pose  no  threat  to  those  around 
them.)  With  the  ftill  extent  of  the  AIDS  hysteria  as 
yet  unknown,  it  is  impossible  to  guess  what  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  to  punish  gay  men  who  test 
positive.  A  past  president  of  the  bar  association, 
Oliver  McKeag,  actually  went  so  far  as  to  com- 
pare AIDS  patients  to  drunk  drivers,  describing 
both  as  being  "authors  of  their  own  misfortune.' ' 

The  number  of  people  in  the  gay  community 
who  do  not  bother  to  ponder  such  possibilities  is 
surprising.  One  Toronto  gay  man  was  recently 
informed  by  his  doctor  that  he  was  antibody  neg- 
ative, although  he  hadn't  asked  for  the  test.  It 
seems  the  doctor  was  routinely  testing  all  of  his 
gay  patients.  Admittedly,  test  samples  are  cur- 
rently being  encoded  before  being  sent  to  Ottawa 
for  testing.  But  all  it  would  take  is  a  quick  change 
of  legislation  to  trace  those  numbers  back  to  the 
names. 

So,  having  taken  the  test,  what  would  you  have 
to  show  for  it?  Only  more  questions  about  what 
the  results  mean  and  a  file  sitting  somewhere  that 
could  be  more  dangerous  than  a  criminal  record. 

Anyone  who  tests  positive  has  the  advantage 
of  knowing: 


—That  they  must  behave  in  a  way  that  will  not 
again  expose  them— or  anyone  else.  (In  light  of 
the  fact  that  one  is  statistically  about  four  times 
more  likely  to  contract  the  infection  through  pas- 
sive anal  intercourse  than  through  any  other  sex 
act,  this  is  probably  a  good  place  to  mention  con- 
doms for  the  umpteenth  time.) 
—That  they  should  take  steps  to  remain  healthy 
and  build  up  their  immune  system  through  rest, 
diet,  exercise  and  extreme  caution  with  respect  to 
recreational  drug  use  of  any  kind.  (A  new  study 
in  Washington  shows  recreational  drug  use  to  be 
much  more  of  an  important  co-factor  among 
gays  and  bisexuals  than  had  been  previously  rec- 
ognized. And  that  includes  poppers— a  number 
of  studies  have  recently  shown  that  amyl  and 
butyl  nitrites  and  nitrates  are  destructive  to  the 
thymus  gland,  ie,  no  thymus,  no  immune  system.) 
We  live  in  a  situation  in  which  keeping  one's  im- 
mune system  up  to  par  is  literally  a  matter  of  life 
and  death. 

It's  been  said  that  the  presence  of  AIDS  virus 
antibodies  is  less  important  an  indicator  of  who 
will  develop  the  disease  than  membership  in  a 
"risk  group."  But  what  is  a  "risk  group"?  As  the 
virus  begins  to  show  up  in  increasing  numbers  of 
healthy  populations  ranging  from  eastern  Zaire 
to  the  Indians  of  the  Venezuelan  jungle  (not  to 
mention  healthy  gay  men),  the  question  becomes 
more  and  more  relevant. 

1  am  not  being  glib  here,  or  arguing  in  favour 
of  ignorance.  Sure,  there  are  very  good  reasons 
why  a  gay  man  entering  a  relationship  might 
want  to  know  his  status.  But  until  provincial  gov- 
ernments offer  alternate  test  sites  operating 
without  records  of  names,  there  is  no  way  anyone 
should  even  consider  taking  such  a  test.  For  the 
pitiful  bit  of  information  yielded,  the  cost  could 
be  enormously  high. 

The  best  protection  the  gay  community  has  at 
the  moment  is  safer  sex  with  fewer  partners  and  a 
generally  healthier  lifestyle. 

Antibody  testing  was  an  important  develop- 
ment as  a  method  of  screening  unmarked  blood 
from  the  donor  pool.  But  if  the  community  al- 
lows information  to  be  gathered  on  individuals 
that  might  be  used  to  single  them  out  or  treat 
them  differently,  then  the  test  is  no  longer  useful. 
If  we're  not  careful,  antibody  testing  could  be- 
come one  of  the  most  potent  tools  of  gay  oppres- 
sion yet  invented .  Julian  Aynsley  • 
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CHAPS 


9  Isabella  St., Toronto, Canada 
(416)  921-3012 


Win  J  CL 


imeA 


^       1  A  special 

=^,^uest  House 

I  {]         especially 

.u  tor  you. 

J  Near  San  Juan's 

Condado  Beach. 

Call  or  write  for  information 

53  TAFT  .  SAN  JUAN,  PR  0091 1 

809  —  727-4153.  727-2267 

Also  affiliated  with  a  women's  guest  house 


Life  can  get  too  fast 

in  the  fasHane. 

TBP's  ovetwoHced 

advertising  executive 

could  use  some 

volunteer  Mp  with  the 

department  If  you  can 

spare  some  time,  call 

Brian  Flint  at  364432, 


Vancouver 


0[u^n  lOish  -  lOish 
' days  a  week 


in  Vancouver, 
Western  Canada's 
Gay  Bookstore 

Mail  Order  Catalogue  Available 
Write  or  phone  for  information 


1221  THURLOW  ST.,  VAN.  B.C.  V6E  1X4 


PHONE  669-1753 


Victoria 


THE  ISLAND     GAY50CIETY 

GAY  A  L  E5BIAN 

3 


COmUNlTY 
140  06WEQ0 


POST  OFFICE  BOX  695,  STATION  £,  VICTORIA,  B.C.,  CANADA   U8U  2P9 
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NDP  wins  in  Ward  Six 

Moloney  comes  in  a  solid  second,  Johnston  trails  Eggletonfor  mayor 


It  has  become  apparent  that  death  and  taxes  will 
not  suffice  as  life's  two  certainties  for  the  people 
of  Toronto:  incumbent  mayor  Art  Eggleton  was 
returned  by  a  30,000  plurality  in  the  November 
12  municipal  elections.  In  another  hotly  contest- 
ed campaign,  gay  activist  Peter  MalonCy  lost  out 
to  NDP-backed  Dale  Martin  for  the  positition  of 
city  alderman  in  Ward  Six. 

Eggleton,  who  has  professed  that  it  is  his  aim  to 
become  the  longest-serving  mayor  Toronto  has 
known,  easily  outdistanced  his  only  real  compe- 
tition, gay-positive  Anne  Johnston,  who  was 
often  portrayed  by  her  rivals  as  being  anti-devel- 
bpment  for  her  stands  on  down-scaled  railway 
land  construction  and  a  non-taxpayer  funded 
domed  stadium,  suffered  from  starting  late  and 
an  image  that  was,  well,  abrasive.  Despite  strong 
volunteer  support,  Johnston's  unsmiling  coun- 
tenance at  tenants'  meetings  and  mayoral  de- 
bates lent  her  an  air  of  resentment  toward  voters. 

Johnston's  loss  was,  nonetheless,  unfortunate 
for  the  reform  movement  and  gay  interests.  She 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Toronto's  newly 
adopted  "contract  compliance"  policy  (see  page 
14)  to  which  she  annexed  a  recommendation 
that  "the  City  of  Toronto  once  again  call  upon 
the  Government  of  Ontario  to  amend  the  Ontar- 
io Human  Rights  Code  to  provide  protection  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.' '  She  had  also  told 


TBP  that  she  would  have  "no  problem"  with 
proclaiming  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day. 

As  someone  who  thought  that  proclaiming 
Pride  Day  would  "glorify"  homosexuality,  Eg- 
gleton maintained  his  beige  outlook  on  life  with 
the  best  mainstreaming  money  could  buy.  He 
managed  to  by-pass  criticism  that  he  spent  much 
of  his  office  time  (and  taxpayers'  monies)  on 
maintaining  a  positive,  highly  public  profile.  His 
campaign  slogan  "the  Mayor  for  Mayor"  might 
easily  have  been  "Art  for  Art's  sake."  John 
Sewell,  Toronto's  gay-positive  ex-mayor  who 
lost  to  Eggleton  in  1980,  summarized  the  mayor- 
alty best  in  his  November  1 3  Globe  and  Mail  co\- 
umn:  "Yesterday's  election  decisively  rejected 
reformer  Johnston  in  favour  of  someone  who  of- 
fers us  no  challenge."  Amen. 

The  Maloney/Martin  contest  received  little  ink 
from  local  papers;  in  fact,  Maloney's  understood 
record  of  gay  activism  and  personal  admission  of 
homosexuality  were  relegated  to  obscurity  in  the 
press.  Professing  that  he  did  not  feel  ignored,  he 
noted  that  most  other  aldermanic  candidates  in 
the  city  also  received  little  press. 

On  the  eve  of  the  election,  before  it  became 
overly  apparent  that  he  would  lose,  Maloney 
gave  TBP  his  assessment  of  Martin's  campaign. 
Maloney  felt  that  Martin,  who  ran  on  the  same 
NDP  ticket  as  Metro  council  candidate  Jack 


Dale  Martin, 


Jack  Layton 


Peter  Maloney 


Layton,  erred  in  using  the  team  approach.  Stat- 
ing that  "Martin  suffered  in  comparison  to  Lay- 
ton"  and  that  it  was  "wrong  to  run  a  party  cam- 
paign," Maloney  attacked  the  ^fDP  machine,  in- 
cluding Martin  and  Layton:  "They  ran  a  very 
sleazy  anti-gay  campaign  within  the  Chinese 
community." 

Maloney  contends  that  the  NDP  hindered  his 
campaign  by  planting  a  detractor  at  public  func- 
tions he  attended.  The  detractor,  Robert  Chow 
by  name,  was  "constantly  there  to  remind  the 
Chinese  that  I  was  gay." 

Martin  laughed  off  Maloney's  assertion,  cal- 
hng  it  "rubbish."  Martin  said  he  did  not  even 
know  who  Robert  Chow  was.  "Campaign  re- 
hashes are  non-productive,"  said  Martin.  "I 
have  complaints  about  Maloney  but  there  is  no 
point  in  mentioning  them."  Layton  echoed  Mar: 
tin's  defence,  stating  that  more  than  half  of  his 
volunteers  are  gay  and  would  be  offended  by  the 
homophobic  actions  imputed  by  Maloney.  Ac- 
cording to  Layton,  Chow  was  a  former  Toronto 
Star  reporter  who  was  working  for  a  local  Chi- 
nese paper  at  the  time  of  the  election  and  was  hos- 
tile to  the  NDP.  In  no  way  was  Chow  connected  to 
the  NDP  said  Layton,  who  noted  that  Chow  has 
now  returned  to  China. 

Maloney,  after  acknowledging  defeat,  stated 
that  he  would  have  preferred  a  one-to-one  race 
with  Martin,  and  that  he  would  run  against  him 
in  the  next  election.  The  campaign  to  unseat 
Martin  "starts  today."  Maloney  also  comment- 
ed later  that  "Dale  Martin  is  essentially  pretty 
unpopular.  He  may  have  ridden  in  on  Jack 
Layton '  s  coattails." 

Not  about  to  copy  Maloney's  style,  Martin 
only  found  humour  with  Maloney's  long-range 
plans,  recalling  that  "he  said  that  a  year  and  a 
half  ago"  and  did  litde  to  prepare  for  this  elec- 
tion. Layton,  meanwhile,  has  been  known  to 
harbour  aspirations  for  mayor  but  states  that  it  is 
"far  too  early"  and  is  tired  out  from  a  well- 
fought  victory.  "Certainly,"  heconcluded,  "Art 
Eggleton  is  not  the  mayor  for  this  city." 

Andrew  Lesk% 


LeBlanc  loses 
by  just  50  votes 
in  Ottawa  race 

OTTAWA— When  the  final  vote  tally  came  in  and 
Denis  LeBlanc  had  lost  to  Mac  Harb  by  some  50 
votes  in  the  race  to  represent  Dalhousie  Ward  on 
city  council,  Ottawa's  gay  community  breathed  a 
collective  sigh  of  disappointment.  LeBlanc 
would  have  been  the  first  openly  gay  councillor  at 
city  hall. 

Surprisingly,  LeBlanc's  homosexuality  never 
became  an  issue  in  the  campaign.  It  was  never 
discussed  by  either  his  opponents  or  the  media. 
Said  one  of  LeBlanc's  campaign  workers  on  elec- 
tion night:  "1  guess  they  all  chose  the  high  road." 

The  reasons  for  LeBlanc's  narrow  loss  can  be 
summed  up  in  two  words:  Michael  Janigan.  The 
Ottawa  lawyer,  like  LeBlanc,  is  a  member  of  the 
NDP.  NDP  support— in  terms  of  workers,  fund- 
ing and,  above  all,  votes— was  split  between  the 
two  candidates.  Indeed,  the  votes  for  LeBlanc 
and  Janigan  accounted  for  almost  two-thirds  of 
the  total  votes  cast  by  Dalhousie  residents. 

During  the  campaign,  Harb,  an  engineering 
consultant,  shrewdly  used  the  NDP  presence  in 
the  LeBlanc  and  Janigan  camps  by  declaring  that 


LeBlanc:  defeated  by  split 

he  was  the  only  one  of  the  three  aldermanic  can- 
didates to  have  a  "nonpartisan"  platform.  The 
Citizen,  Ottawa's  only  daily  newspaper,  gullibly 
backed  Harb  for  his  apparent  lack  of  affiliation 
with  any  of  the  three  parties. 

In  the  mayoralty  contest,  former  alderman 
Jim  Durrell,  an  outspoken  opponent  of  past  city 
funding  of  some  services  offered  by  Gays  of  Otta- 
wa, defeated  gay-positive  candidate  Marlene 
Catterall  by  a  crushing  20,000  vote  margin. 

For  the  next  three  years,  while  Harb  sits  on 
council,  LeBlanc  and  his  supporters  plan  to  build 
support  in  the  Dalhousie  community  for  his  next 
bid  for  a  seat  on  council  in  the  fall  of  1988.  At  the 
moment,  LeBlanc  has  a  more  pressing  concern: 
his  campaign  cost  about  $12,000,  but  only 
$8,000  was  raised  in  donations.  The  debt  is 
LeBlanc's  personal  responsibility.  Anyone 
wishing  to  donate  money  can  send  a  cheque  made 
out  to  the  Denis  LeBlanc  Campaign  to  348  Flora 
St,  Ottawa  K 1 R5S3.       Christopher  Sunter  • 


FOR   THE    RECORD 


Five  years  ago: 

November  25, 1980:  In  Toronto,  labour  minis- 
ter Robert  Elgie  introduces  an  act  to  amend  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code;  it  does  not  include 
sexual  orientation. 

December  10,  1980:  In  Toronto,  NDP  leader 
Michael  Cassidy— despite  years  of  lip-service  to 
gays— says  the  issue  of  gay  rights  "is  not  a  prior- 
ity at  this  time." 

December  11, 1980:  In  Ottawa,  representatives  of 
the  Canadian  Association  of  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  appear  before  the  Joint  Senate  House  Com- 
mittee on  the  Constitution  to  argue  for  the  inclu- 
sionofsexualorientationintheCharterofRighls. 

Ten  years  ago: 

November  3.  1975:  Toronto  lesbian  Adrienne 

Potts  disrupts  the  1975  Miss  Canada  Pageant. 


Anne  Johnston 
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NETWORK 


UPDATE 

Network  is  The  Body  Politic' s  listing 
of  community  groups  andsenices  of  interest  to  lesbi- 
ans and  gay  men  throughout  Canada,  published  evay 
secondmonth.  In  other  months,  to  keep  you  up-to-date, 
we  publish  this  digest  of  corrections  and  additions.  To 
list  your  group,  write:  Network,  The  Body  Politic,  Box 
7289.  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W1X9. 


Montreal 

Archives  Gaies  du  Quebe<. 

CP  395,  Succursale  Place  du 
Pare,  H2W  2N9. 


ONTARIO 

TELEPHONE  AREA  CODES  VARV 

Peterborough 

Cays  and  Lesbians  of  Trent 
and  Peterborough  Box 

2467.  K9J  7Y8. 


0     U 


til  I  I'HilSI   MHYM  111)1  VWR^ 

Lennoxville 

Students  Against  Homo- 
phobia. Box  15.  Bishop's 
University,  JIM  IZ7. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Tf-LEPHONfc  AREA  CODE.  506 

Saint  John 

APGHL  Aids  Educational 
Committee.  Provides  Infor- 
mation to  the  gay  community 
and  a  liason  service  to  the  NB 
Dept  of  Health.  Box  6368, 
Stn  A,  E2L  4R8. 


THE 
BODY 


THE 
TEAM 


The  Body  Politic  has  an  opening  on 
our  paid  staff  for  a  creative  and 
energetic  man  or  woman.  The 
position  involves  the  supervision  of 
classified  advertising  sales,  volunteer 
co-ordination  and  office  management. 
We're  looking  for  a  person  with 
strong  interpersonal  skills  who  enjoys 
ulking  to  people,  both  in  person  and 
on  the  phone.  You  should  be  a 
responsible  self-starter  and  able  to 
organize  systems  and  files,  to  co- 
ordinate the  work  of  others  and 
function  well  under  the  pressure  of 
deadlines.  Typing  and  computer  skills 
are  a  must.  Public  relations 
experience  an  asset. 

You'll  be  working  on  an  equal  footing 
with  a  team  of  paid  and  unpaid  staff. 
It's  important  that  you  be  in  general 
agreement  with  the  principles  of 
collective  operation  and  the  political 
goals  of  The  Body  Politic.  The 
salary's  not  extravagant,  but  the 
position  is  challenging  and  you'll  be 
working  with  interesting  people  in  a 
casual,  open  environment.  If  you  think 
you'd  like  to  join  the  team,  write  with 
resume  no  later  than  Friday, 
December  13  to:  Staff  Position,  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Station  A, 
Toronto  ON  M5W 1X9 
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Be  your  own 

NT4 


Be  kind  to  yourself  this  season. 
Promise  you  won't  miss  an  issue  of 

The  Body  Politic  in  1986. 

And  insist  that  you  save  yourself 

some  money  in  the  process. 

Very  sensible.  Very  practical. 

Not  to  mention  a  year's  worth  of  very 

splendid  reading. 
Go  on.  Be  your  own  Santa.  Subscribe. 

Just  $249S.  Or,  if  you  want  to  treat  yourself 

to  super-fast,  First  Class  service,  just  $34^5. 

Quite  within  Santa's  means. 

Especially  when  you  can  order  by  calling 

TOLL-Free  1-800-268-1 121  from  anywhere  in  Canada 

or  the  U.S.  A  Santa-to-Santa  call,  at  no  charge  to  you! 

Call  today. 


TOLL-Free  1-800-268-1 121 


VICTORIA -The  telephone  rings.  "AIDS  Van- 
couver Island,  Grant  speaking.  May  I  help  you?" 

AIDS  Vancouver  Island  (AVI),  not  to  be  con- 
fused with  AIDS  Vancouver,  was  established  Sep- 
tember 17  by  five  concerned  men  in  Victoria  to 
meet  the  growing  needs  of  residents  of  Vancouver 
Island.  The  organization  hopes  to  provide  accur- 
ate and  up-to-date  information  and  services  re- 
lating to  AIDS  and  ARC/PLS. 

Its  first  project,  the  AVI  Information  Line 
(384-4554)  was  initiated  October  28.  It  operates 
with  trained  and  supervised  volunteers  Mondays 
through  Fridays,  7pm  to  10pm.  The  information 
line  will  attempt  to  answer  any  queries  about 
AIDS  and  ARC/PLS,  making  appropriate  refer- 
rals. All  contacts  will  be  maintained  in  strictest 
confidence. 

AVI  will  provide  a  variety  of  services  aimed  at 
helping  people  with  AIDS  cope  with  day-to-day 
living. 

One  of  the  founding  members  of  AVI,  Grant 
Sullivan,  is  a  social  worker  in  Victoria.  He  says 
the  most  important  function  of  the  group  will  be 
to  educate  gay  men  about  "living  healthy.' '  Sulli- 
van says  there  is  still  a  large  number  of  people  on 
the  island  who  are  ignoring  the  possibility  of  con- 
tracting AIDS.  He  says  the  practice  of  safe  sex  is 
important  to  get  across  to  the  community. 

Support  for  AVI  has  been  outstanding.  In  Oc- 
tober, an  AIDS  benefit  performance  of  the  Go- 
Go  Boys,  starring  actors  Andrew  Alty  and 
Howard  Lester,  raised  close  to  $1,200  with  all 
the  proceeds  donated  to  AVI.  A  recent  AIDS  dis- 
cussion with  Bob  Tivey  of  AIDS  Vancouver 
brought  in  not  only  more  donations,  but  also  the 
names  of  willing  volunteers.  So  far,  30  people 
have  shown  interest  in  giving  their  time  and  ex- 
pertise to  AVI.  JackHagenaars% 


As  of  November  1 1,  the  Laboratory  Centre  for 
Disease  Control  in  Ottawa  had  recorded  a  total 
of  355  adult  cases  of  Acquired  Immunodeficien- 
cy Syndrome  (AIDS)  in  Canada.  This  compares 
with  a  total  of  305  cases  this  past  October  15  and 
a  total  of  147  cases  one  year  ago. 
The  current  total  of  355  breaks  down  as  follows: 


Total 

Gay  or 

bisexual 

Cases 

Living 

Canada 

355 

281 

164 

ON 

148 

135 

85 

QC 

113 

60 

27 

BC 

71 

66 

42 

AB 

14 

13 

6 

NS 

6 

5 

3 

SK 

1 

1 

0 

MB 

1 

1 

I 

NB 

1 

0 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  Newfoundland,  Prince 
Edward  Island  or  the  Territories. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by  calling  the 
following  organizations:  St  John's  AIDS  Infor- 
mation Committee,  c/o  Wally  Upward, 
(709)579-6143;  Halifax  Metro  Area  Committee 
on  AIDS,  c/oGayline,  (902)423-1389;  Montreal 
AIDS  Resource  Committee/Association  des  res- 
sources  montrealaises  sur  le  SIDA,  (514) 
(514)933-2395;  AIDS  Committee  of  Ottawa,  c/o 
Gayline,  (613)238-1717;  AIDSCommitteeofTo- 
ronto,  (416)926-1626;  AIDS  Committee  of 
Cambridge-Kitchener-Waterioo,  c/o  Bill  Allan, 
(5 1 9)749-0977;  AIDS  Committee  of  London,  c/o 
Richard  Hudler,  (519)663-2069;  AIDS  Regina, 
(603)522-4522:  Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  (403)424-8361; 
AIDS  Vancouver,  (604)867-2437;  AIDS  Vancou- 
ver Island,  (604)  384-4554.  KenPopert  • 
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Gay  candidate 
for  school  board 
makes  his  point 

Two  Ontario  cities  saw  gay  activists  running  for 
school  board  seats  in  this  municipal  election  year. 

In  Kingston,  Francois  Lachance  campaigned 
door-to-door  for  a  spot  on  the  local  separate 
school  board.  "People  were  surprised,"  he  says, 
"to  see  this  radical  faggot  at  their  door  in  a  three- 
piece  suit." 

At  the  outset  of  his  campaign,  Lachance  told 
TBP:  "I  don't  really  have  a  chance  of  winning... 
The  idea  is  to  talk  to  people,  to  raise  conscious- 
ness." He  garnered  about  80  votes  (10  percent  of 
the  ballots  cast!)  in  a  contest  which  saw  conserva- 
tive and  anti-abortion  forces  lose  ground  on  the 
board. 

Says  Lachance:  "I  wanted  to  show  that  gay 
people  are  moral  and  human,  and  can  think.  It 
was  fun." 

In  Kitchener,  longtime  gay  activist  and  TBP 
correspondent  Joe  Szalai  ran  ninth  out  of  ten 
candidates  contesting  an  at-large  election  to  the 
six-seat  school  board.  Although  he  neither  cam- 
paigned nor  attended  the  one  all-candidates 
meeting  that  took  place,  he  pulled  in  more  than 
2,400  votes.  Szalai  attributed  his  strong  showing 
to  media  coverage  which  mentioned  his  activism 
on  environmental  and  nuclear,  as  well  as  gay,  is- 
sues. He  intends  to  run  again  in  1988  and  com- 
ments wryly:  "Maybe  next  time  I'll  campaign!" 

KenPopert% 


iVILA  optimistic 
about  passage  of 
rights  code  bill 

A  private  member's  public  bill  to  amend  the  On- 
tario Human  Rights  Code  by  prohibiting  dis- 
crimination on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  was 
introduced  October  17  in  the  Ontario  Legisla- 
ture. The  bill,  introduced  by  MLA  Evelyn 
Gigantes  (NDP-Ottawa  Centre),  would  "prevent 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation 


''The  introduction  of 

private  member's  bills 

is  a  ritual  with  Ontario 

MLAs.  Their  dismal 

history  shows  that 

these  bills  usually  do 

not  get  past  second 

reading." 

in  services,  accomodation,  contracts,  employ- 
ment, and  vocational  associations." 

The  introduction  of  private  member's  public 
bills— populariy  called  private  member's  bills- 
it  should  be  noted,  is  a  ritual  with  Ontario  MLAs. 
Their  dismal  history  shows  that  these  bills  usually 
do  not  get  past  second  reading  and  it  is  safe  to  as- 
sume Gigantes'  bill  will  meet  an  unfortunate 
demise. 

Since  the  first  session  of  the  31st  legislature 
(June  22,  1977  onward),  there  have  been  more 
than  a  thousand  PMPBs  introduced.  Only  two 
have  received  royal  assent,  meaning  they  have 
been  passed. 

Gigantes  was  surprised  when  this  information 
was  relayed  to  her  and  stated  that  "there  must  be 


more  than  that.' '  Assured  that  yes,  only  two  have 
passed,  Gigantes  told  TBP  that  a  PMPB  is  not  a 
guarantee  that  the  proposed  legislation  it  intro- 
duces will  pass.  She  emphasized  her  hope, 
though,  that  her  bill  would  reach  passage,  espe- 
cially since  the  Liberals,  rather  than  the  Conser- 
vatives, are  the  minority  rulers  in  the  current 
legislature. 

Ted  Alexander  is  a  professor  of  constitutional 
law  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  While  he  ac- 
knowledged that  most  PMPBs  die  on  the  order 
paper,  and  that  they  "may  serve  no  other  pur- 
pose than  being  an  effort  to  get  some  publicity  so 
as  to  get  reelected,"  he  said  that  a  PMPB  may 
foreshadow  legislation  to  be  introduced  when  an 
opposition  party  becomes  the  government. 

Betsy  Baldwin  is  a  lawyer  for  the  Ontario  legis- 
lature. While  cautious  in  giving  opinion,  she  of- 
fered that  "theoretically  speaking,  it  wouldn't 
surprise  me"  that  any  bill  introduced  by  a  mem- 
ber who  does  not  belong  to  the  governing  party 
would  meet  defeat. 

The  two  PMPBs  that  were  passed?  An  amend- 
ment to  the  Family  Law  Reform  Act  (1979)  and 
an  amendment  to  the  Game  and  Fish  Act  (1980). 

Andrew  Lesk% 

Supreme  Court 
upholds  verdict: 
dildoes  obscene 

TORONTO  —  In  a  unanimous  decision,  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Canada  ruled  October  1 0  that  in- 
flatable dolls  and  penis-shaped  vibrators  offered 
for  sale  in  a  sex-shop  are  "obscene  publications' ' 
violating  section  159(8)  of  the  Criminal  Code. 

The  decision  upheld  the  conviction  of  Richard 
Germain,  a  Montreal  sex-shop  owner,  after  a 
1977  police  raid  on  the  National  Sexe  Boutique 
on  rue  Mont-Royal  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  Al- 
though there  was  a  "For  Adults  Only"  sign  on 
the  door  and  the  articles  could  be  seen  only  by 
those  entering  the  store,  Germain  was  convicted. 

Section  159(8)  says  that  "any  publication,  a 
dominant  characteristic  of  which  is  the  undue  ex- 
ploitation of  sex. . .  shall  be  deemed  to  be  obscene.' ' 

The  court  said  anything  offered  for  sale  to  the 
public  can  be  said  to  be  a  publication  under  sec- 
tion 1 59(8).  It  is  not  necessary  for  there  to  be  any 
written  description. 

"The  effect  will  be  to  eliminate  from  all  sex 
shops  all  items  that  represent  sex  organs,  male  or 
female,"  said  Patrick  Long,  a  prosecutor  for  the 
Montreal  police  department.  "We  will  strongly 
recommend  that  police  ehminate  all  such  items 
from  sex-shops,"  Long  added,  and  he  fully  anti- 
cipates prosecutors  in  other  cities  to  do  the  same. 

The  ruling  would  not  affect  smooth  dildo-style 
vibrators  or  novelty  items  such  as  penis-shaped 
chocolates.  "They  are  not  obscene"  Long  said. 

Germain's  lawyer,  Jean-Claude  Hebert,  said 
the  fight  is  not  over  and  will  be  resumed  when  the 
next  round  of  charges  is  placed. 

"Read  carehilly,  the  Supreme  Court  has  left 
the  door  open  in  the  Germain  ruling,"  Hebert 
said.  "It  is  up  to  a  trial  judge  to  decide  whether 
the  average  citizen  would  tolerate  another  citizen 
seeing  these  things." 

Lovecraft,  a  Toronto  sex-shop,  sees  nothing 
wrong  with  selling  such  sex  aids.  "I  certainly 
have  no  plans  to  take  them  off  my  shelves"  owner 
Mary  Sutherland  said.  "They're  extremely  pop- 
ular and  we  gel  a  lot  of  support  from  profession- 
als treating  sexual  dysfunction."  "At  any  rate" 
she  added,  "people's  idea  of  what  is  pornogra- 
phy shifts  constantly."  Ric  Taylor  9 


Lesbian  family  wins 

Insurance  company  agrees  to  cover  woman 's  lover  and  her  children 


Cumba,  Ontario's  second  largest  carrier  of  em- 
ployee benefit  packages,  has  agreed  to  set  aside 
the  definition  of ' '  family"  as  stated  in  the  provin- 
ce's Health  Insurance  Act  and  allow  a  lesbian  to 
carry  her  lover  and  her  two  children  on  her  em- 
ployee health  insurance  plan. 

Karen  Andrews,  25 ,  a  clerical  supervisor  at  the 
Parliament  Street  branch  of  the  Toronto  Public 
Library,  applied  March  5  to  have  her  lover,  Mary 
Trenholme,  a  Ryerson  student  with  custody  of 
two  teenage  daughters,  made  eligible  for  the  ben- 
efits that  the  library  provides  for  common-law 
spouses  through  its  employee  health  insurance 
plans.  Andrews  and  Trenholme  have  lived  to- 
gether for  seven  years  and,  while  Trenholme  re- 
ceives some  child  support  for  the  giris,  Andrews 
is  the  family's  sole  breadwinner. 

Andrews  is  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Union 
of  Public  Employees.  The  Toronto  Public  Li- 
brary Board's  agreement  with  the  union  contains 
a  broad  non-discrimination  clause.  "Sexual  ori- 
entation" is  included  as  one  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Board  agrees  not  to  discriminate 
against  its  employees. 

Regulation  452  of  the  Health  Insurance  Act 
states  that  eligible  dependents  under  a  family 
plan  are  a  "legal  spouse"  and  unmarried,  unem- 
ployed, dependent  children  under  age  21.  A 
common-law  spouse  may  also  be  claimed  as  a  de- 
pendent. The  Ontario  Health  Insurance  Plan 


the  union's  position  was  that,  if  the  library  board 
could  not  find  a  company  willing  to  provide  cov- 
erage to  gay  family  units,  after  promising  that 
coverage  to  employees  and  undertaking  not  to 
discriminate  against  employees  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation,  then  it  was  the  library  board's 
responsibility  to  pay  for  medical  and  dental  care 
for  the  dependents  of  those  gay  employees  who 
could  not  get  the  insurance  coverage. 

The  case  was  to  go  to  arbitration  when  Cumba 
changed  its  mind.  Andrews  was  allowed  to  carry 
Mary  Trenholme  and  Mary's  two  children  on  her 
dental/drug  plan.  The  Toronto  Public  Library 
Board  paid  the  family  premium  ($1,800)  and 
Andrews  was  issued  with  a  family  insurance 
number.  She  told  TBP  that  she  didn't  believe  it 
was  true  until  she  actually  had  the  number  in  her 
hand.  When  a  Cumba  employee  contracted  her 
to  get  the  children's  birthdates  for  their  records, 
she  said,  she  thought  someone  was  playing  a 
cruel  joke.  But,  "they've  been  very  decent  at 
Cumba,"  she  says.  Now  Mary  has  new  glasses 
and  her  daughters  have  been  able  to  have  their  or- 
thodontic work  done. 

Andrews'  concern  now,  she  says,  "is  to  get  the 
word  out"  to  gay  employees  of  other  companies 
that  deal  with  Cumba,  like  the  huge  Toronto 
Transit  Commission. 

Mary  Cook  told  TBPthst  the  union  still  plans  to 
proceed  with  its  grievance  against  the  library  board 


A  family:  Andrews  (r),  Trenholme  and  daughter  Kirsten 


(OHIP)  is  governed  by  the  Health  Insurance  Act. 
Cumba  is  a  private  company  which  is  not  regula- 
ted by  the  Act,  but  its  definition  of  an  eligible  de- 
pendent was  the  same  as  that  contained  in  the  Act. 
When  Andrews  discovered  that  Trenholme 
and  her  children  could  not  be  covered  by  the  in- 
surance plans  as  they  stood,  she  filed  a  grievance 
against  her  employers.  She  said  that  since  her 
union  contract  promised  family  coverage  to 
those  employees  who  needed  it,  it  was  her  em- 
ployer's "problem"  to  find  a  company  that 
would  honour  that  promise.  Mary  Cook,  the 
president  of  Andrews'  union  local,  told  Tfl/'that 


to  try  to  get  OHIPcoverage  for  Karen's  family  —  a 
benefit  also  promised  in  the  union  contract.  She 
says  OHIP  is  "considering"  the  case,  and  thinks 
they  have  a  better  chance  of  success  with  the  Liber- 
al/NDP  coalition  in  power  than  they  did  under  the 
Conservative  government. 

"It's  an  extremely  important  case  for  gay 
rights,"  says  Cook.  "Karen  is  a  family  and  she 
should  be  covered  as  a  family." 

Gillian  Rodgerson  • 
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Cypress  House 


FALL  GET-AWAY 
SPECIAL 


20% — 40%  off  already  low  summer 
rates  from  SepL  2  thru  Mov.  26  (ex- 
cept Oct.  23-26).  Call  usi 

•  Spotless  housekeeping  •  Tropical 
pool  fif  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms 

•  Daily  breakfast  Sc  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us,  then  call 
or  write  for  our  brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 
601  C    Caroline  SL,  Key  West,  FL  33040 


tr«e 

'\\\Q5         52I.P  United  St., 
Keg  UJGSt      Key  West,  FL  33040 
305-296-7467 

The  perfect  setting  for  summer  fun 
and  making  ne%v  friends.  A  tastefully 
decorated  guesthouse  in  a  great  Old 
Town  location.  Call  or  write  for 
color  brochure. 


Ivr  injonnatiai  aiU  9Z70970  in  Torvrrto 


The  Palms  of  Key  West 

GUESTHOUSE  ■  RESORT 
Large  secluded  pool  &  sundeck  All  rooms  have  private  Paf 
&  AC.  Complimentary  continental  breakfast  &  sunset  drinks 

■THE  GUESTHOUSE  OF  YOUR  DREAMS' 
A  quiet  relaxed  atmosphere,  only  a  short  walk  from  the  Old 

Town  shops  &  discos  Let  us  help  you  make  Key  West 

your  Fantasy  Island.  Cool  in  summer  and  warm  in  winter 

For  brochures  &  reservations 

write  or  phone  Kees  &  Terry 

The  Palms  of  Key  West 

820R  White  Si   Key  West  FL 
(305)294-3146 


ALEXANDER'S 

A  SMALL,  TROPICAL 

STYLISH  GUESTHOUSE 

1118  FLEMING,  KEY  WEST,  Fl  33040 

305-294-9919 


Buddies  In  Bad  Times  Theatre 

p>re«."nts 

THE  4-PL  AY  FESTIVAL 

New  Canadian  Gay  and  Lesbian  Work  in  Rep 


The  Company 


Martha  Cronyn 
Enc  Brandsma 
Hugo  Dann 
Sky  Gilbert 
Eilen  Kay  Hennessy 
Angela  Kaiia 
Shelley  Ivedger 
Sinbhan  McCormick 
[.)avid  Maclean 
Kandy  Reid 
Eddie  Roy 
Sieve  Sall2man 
loe  Norman  Shaw 
Anne  de  Villier^ 
Heather  Wilson 


SctDnign: 

Laura  DiVilio 


Lighting  Design: 

Meathe'  Sherman 


Home  Hazards 

h%  limHjril..i 
Ik.'.  r.-.lb^  l.i>rs  lj-u.. 

Novt-mbtT  \0 

21   27.  20, 

IX-Cfmber  I 

800pm 

N(tv€*mbtT  2-^ 

10  00  pm 

N(»vfmbtT  24 

200pm 

November  30 

700pm 

Friendships 

K  Kw.in  Avjn.iKlu 
ll'\  !).,n,jn  M.  Intnsh 

Ntivt-mber  20. 

22   24   20  28 

800pm 

\ovembfT  23 

700pm 

Ni'umber  30 
tOOOpm 

IXt4'mK'r     I 

2  OOp  m 


l(  Belly  Should  Rise 


\  I  >j\  ..1 1  \ 


h.,1 


Claposis 

K  Auilfrv  Hullff 

.  t..lK  l<,.|..ri  s...tr 

DticmK-r  1    7 

800pm 

IX-tcmlNT  8 

:00pm 


Theatre  Passe  Muraille 

16  Ryerson  Avenue 

For  Reservation  Call:  363-2416 

Tickets:  S6.00  &  S8.00 

FesHval  Pass:  Sl5  00 


An  Inn  for  the 
Avant  Garde  in 
Old  Towne. 


KEY  WEST . 

Celebrate  your  lifestyle  in  our  Victorian 
mansion.  Varied  rooms  feature  private 
baths,  balconies,  A/C  and  kitchenettes. 
Enjoy  our  tropical  deck,  healed  pool  and 
entertainment  lounge.  Rates  include 
airport  pickup,  daily  breakfast,  sunset 
cocktails  and  very  personal  attention. 

V       410  F  Fleming  St. 

Jv,  Key  West 

FL  33040 

305/294-6977 


KEY  WEST 


COCONUT  GROVE 


GUESTHOUSE 


Panoramic  Rooftop  Sundecks 

Secluded  Wood  Decked  Pool 

Relaxed  Hospitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

817  Fleming*  Key  West.  Florida  33040 

(305)296-5107 
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Safe  sex  only,  or  else. . . . 


Mayor  Ed  Koch  closes 

New  York  City 's  most 

famousfuckbarjhe 

Mineshaft,  and  warns  ten 

other  establishments  that 

they  risk  closure  if  they 

don  7  take  steps  to  prohibit 

unsafe  sexual  practices 


NEW  YORK -The  Mineshaft,  New  York  City's 
most  famous  fuck  bar,  was  closed  November  7 .  It 
fell  victim  to  a  60-day  emergency  ban  on  "high- 
risk"  sex  in  New  York  state  which  was  passed  by 
the  state  Public  Health  Council  October  25. 

The  council  imposed  the  ban  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Dr  David  Axelrod,  the  NY  State 
Commissioner  of  Public  Health.  "High  risk" 
sex  is  defined  in  the  resolution  as  any  sex  act 
which  "results  in  the  introduction  of  semen  into 
the  rectal  or  oral  cavity  of  another"  and  says  that 
commercial  establishments  which  allow  such  ac- 
tivity to  take  place  "must  be  regarded  as  public 
health  nuisances  dangerous  to  public  health." 

Before  the  Health  Council  voted  unanimously 
to  pass  the  resolution,  Axelrod  informed  the 
members  that,  in  a  July  1983  letter  to  NY  gover- 
nor Mario  Cuomo,  he  said  that  he  believed  that 
voluntary  restrictions  imposed  by  the  owners  of 
the  bathhouses  on  patrons  would  be  sufficient  to 
curb  "dangerous"  practices.  "But  this  policy 
has  not  achieved  the  desired  result,"  Axelrod 
wrote.  "These  establishments  constitute  a  seri- 
ous menace  to  public  health." 

Jeremy  Feigelson,  a  spokesperson  for  Mayor 
Ed  Koch's  office,  told  TBP  that  the  City  of  NY 
took  action  against  the  Mineshaft  in  order  to  co- 
operate with  the  state's  resolution.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Consumer  Affairs  sent  undercover  in- 
spectors to  the  Mineshaft  on  three  separate  occa- 
sions and  Feigelson  said  they  observed  "danger- 
ous" activity  going  on.  Koch  has  sent  letters  to  10 
other  establishments  in  the  city,  warning  them  that 
they  risk  closure  if  they  don't  take  steps  to  prohibit 
such  sexual  practices  as  anal  sex  without  a  con- 
dom, oral  sex  and  group  sex.  Feigelson  wouldn't 
reveal  the  names  of  the  businesses  to  whom  the  let- 
ters have  been  sent  since  there  is  no  indication  yet 
that  they  will  be  closed. 

A  spokesperson  for  Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis 
(GMHC),  a  NY  AIDS-support  group,  told  TBP 
that  the  group  is  very  much  against  closing  the 
bathhouses  because  they  are  good  places  to  edu- 
cate people  about  safe  sex.  Feigelson  said  that  the 
city  is  not  prepared  to  indiscriminately  close 
places  down  if  they  can  prove  that  education  is 
taking  place,  but  he  claimed  that  the  inspectors 
saw  little  or  no  evidence  of  education  at  the  Mine- 
shaft.  He  did  not  know  if  the  Mineshaft's  man- 
agement was  warned  that  they  were  under  investi- 
gation prior  to  being  closed  down. 

According  to  a  story  in  The  New  York  Native, 


Mayor  Ed  Koch:  Keeping  an  eye  out  for  safe  sex  in  the  NYC  baths 


there  is  fear  that  the  Health  Council's  actions 
may  have  far-reaching  implications.  Nancy 
Langer  of  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educa- 
tion Fund  said,  "What  we're  really  worried 
about  is  the  government  getting  on  this  slippery 


slide  towards  reviving  sodomy  legislation  in  NY 
State.  We're  in  support  of  state  regulation  of  sex 
establishments,  but  only  if  all  the  prohibited  ac- 
tivities affect  gays  and  non-gays."  There  is  no 
mention  in  the  emergency  resolution  of  establish- 


ments which  allow  vaginal  intercourse,  also  con- 
sidered a  means  of  transmitting  the  MDS  virus. 

Under  state  law,  the  emergency  resolution  must 
be  re-evaluated  after  60  days  at  which  time  it  must 
be  resubmitted  to  the  Commissioners  of  Health  for 
final  approval,  disapproval  or  amendment. 

Bruce  Mailman,  owner  of  the  St  Mark's  Baths, 
called  the  resolution  "the  worst  kind  of  sloppy, 
craven  legislation."  "I  think  it's  a  nightmare,' '  he 
told  the  Native.  He  said  that  the  St  Mark's  dis- 
tributes fi-ee  condoms  and  packets  of  "healthy 
sex"  literature  from  the  GMHC  to  each  customer. 
Patrons  must  also  sign  a  pledge  stating  that  they 
have  read  the  literature  and  will  comply  with  the 
safe  sex  guidelines  while  on  the  premises.  There  is 
also  a  question  and  answer  forum  on  AIDS,  run 
by  GMHC,  twice  a  week  in  the  lounge  of  the  St 
Mark's. 

The  NY  State  action  follows  a  vote  in  the  feder- 
al House  of  Representatives  October  2,  amend- 
ing the  Labour,  Education  and  Health  and  Hu- 
man Services  appropriation  bill,  which  may  al- 
low the  US  Surgeon  General  to  take  action 
against  bathhouses  across  the  country. 

The  amendment,  introduced  by  Representa- 
tive Robert  Doman  (Republican,  California), 
says  ftinds  for  AIDS  research ' '  may  be  used  by  the 
Surgeon  General  for  closing  or  quarantining  as  a 
public  health  hazard  any  bathhouse  or  massage 
parlour  which,  in  his  judgement...  can  be  deter- 
mined to  facilitate  this  transmission  or  spread  of 
the  AIDS  epidemic." 

It  is  unclear,  however,  whether  the  amend- 
ment grants  new  powers  to  the  Surgeon  General 
or  simply  spells  out  more  cleariy  powers  he  al- 
ready has.  Existing  public  health  statutes  allow 
the  Surgeon  General  to  "provide  for  such  inspec- 
tion, ftimigation,  disinfection,  sanitation,  pest 
extermination,  destruction  of  animals  or  articles 
found  to  be  so  infected  or  contaminated  as  to  be 
sources  of  dangerous  infection  to  human  beings 
and  other  measures  as  in  his  judgement  may  be 
necessary."  (Italics  added.)© 


''Straight  slate"  wiped  out 

Incumbent  Whitmire  defends  seat  against  right-wing  challenger  in  Texas 


HOUSTON  —  Anti-gay  mayoralty  candidate 
Louie  Welch  probably  contiibuted  to  his  own  de- 
feat in  the  November  5  election  when  he  suggest- 
ed "shooting  all  the  queers"  as  a  way  to  stop  the 
spread  of  AIDS. 

Welch  was  talking  about  his  four-point  plan  to 
fight  AIDS  on  the  "Live  at  Five"  news  program 
on  KTRK-TV  in  Houston.  He  thought  his  micro- 
phone had  been  turned  off  when  the  cameras  cut 
away  for  another  story,  and  said,  "One  solution 
to  stop  the  spread  of  AIDS  is  to  shoot  all  the 
queers."  When  told  his  remarks  had  in  fact  been 
broadcast,  Welch  wasn't  too  upset.  He  apolo- 
gized but  said  he  didn't  think  it  mattered  because 
gay  people  don't  vote  for  him  anyway. 

Welch,  a  former  mayor,  was  defeated  by  in- 
cumbent Kathy  Whitmire.  It  was  feared  by  some 
that  Whitmire's  support  for  city  initiatives  ban- 
ning discrimination  against  gay  people  in  city 
employment  would  cost  her  the  election.  The  ini- 
tiatives were  defeated  by  voters  in  a  January  19 
referendum  by  a  four  to  one  ratio. 


Conservatives  in  Houston  fielded  a  "Straight 
Slate"  of  candidates  in  an  attempt  to  make  mor- 
ality an  election  issue.  Not  one  of  the  "straight" 
candidates  was  elected. 

Speaking  before  the  election,  Sti^aight  Slate 
founder  Dr  Steven  Hotze  said,  "We've  got  a  politi- 
cal knock-down,  drag-out  fight  underway  for  con- 
trol of  City  Hall.  We're  playing  hard  ball,  we're 
taking  no  prisoners  and  we're  not  interested  in 
compromise."  OJ  Striegler,  a  candidate  for  City 
Council  told  tiie  Baltimore  Sun,  "We've  been  ac- 
cused of  being  intolerant  of  homosexuals,  which 
we  are."  Hotze  bragged  that  "after  the  election, 
(people  would)  be  able  to  look  at  Houston  as  a 
conservative,  pro-family,  free  enterprise  city. 

The  other  points  on  Welch's  program  for  fight- 
ing AIDS  were:  testing  prostitutes  for  the  disease, 
sending  warning  letters  to  all  people  with  AIDS, 
closing  gay  bathhouses  and  reinstituting  a  health 
card  system  for  Houston  food  workers  and  some 
others.  City  Council  voted  not  to  institute  the 
health-card  system  in  October  after  the  public 


healtii  department  said  it  would  not  help  slow  the 
spread  of  AIDS. 

The  Straight  Slate  has  organized  a  petition  to 
try  to  force  the  city  to  require  blood  test  results 
from  all  food  workers,  school  and  day-care  em- 
ployees and  some  healtii  workers.  They  hope  to 
gather  2,500  signatures  to  force  a  referendum  on 
the  issue. 

The  Veteran's  Council  for  American  Rights 
and  Equality  sent  a  telegram  to  Welch  after  read- 
ing about  his  remarks  in  USA  Today.  The  tele- 
gram, signed  by  First  Officer  Jim  Highland,  said 
Welch's  remarks  were  "UnAmerican,  certainly 
non-Christian,  shamefiilly  fascistic  and,  in  light 
of  millions  of  us  who've  proudly  served  this  na- 
tion well,  for  the  right  of  people  like  yourself  to 
speak  so  unthinkingly  in  the  1980s,  makes  us  sor- 
ry you  lack  the  tact  and  good  leadership  qualities 
representing  democracy  and  all  that  our  Ameri- 
can flag  stands  for."  • 
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Slowly  but  surely 

Reform  bill  returns  to  NZ  Parliament  for  second  reading 


WELLINGTON  -  New  Zealand's  HomosexuaJ 
Law  Reform  Bill,  which  would  decriminalize  sex 
acts  between  males  1 6  years  of  age  or  older  (lesbi- 
an sex  was  never  made  a  criminal  act  in  New  Zea- 
land), and  provide  human  rights  protection  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  returned  to  Parliament 
from  Select  Conmiittee  in  October. 

The  five-member  committee  received  1 10  oral 
and  1,100  written  submissions  in  five  months  of 
hearings.  MP  Fran  Wilde,  the  bill's  sponsor, 
moved  to  end  the  hearings  with  85  submissions 
remaining.  Sixty  of  these  were  in  favour  of  the  bill 
and  committee  members  wished  to  avoid  need- 
less repetition. 

The  bill  had  its  second  reading  in  early  Octo- 
ber and  it  was  expected  that  debate  would  last  un- 


megaphones  from  speakers,  including  Fran 
Wilde's.  She  protested,  "But  I'm  Fran  Wilde,  I 
work  here." 

The  latest  opinion  poll  shows  a  slight  increase 
in  support  for  the  bill:  62.3  percent  up  from  61 .6 
percent  in  July  and  60.6  percent  in  June.  The  poll 
was  conducted  for  the  Campaign  for  Equality. 

20,000  people  took  to  the  streets  to  show  their 
support  for  law  reform  September  13,  including 
1 ,000  in  the  city  of  Dunedin,  which  had  never  be- 
fore had  a  gay  march. 

The  Criminal  Bar  Association  of  New  Zealand 
has  endorsed  the  bill.  President  Peter  Williams 
said  repressive  laws  lead  to  unnecessary  suffer- 
ing, while  the  use  of  laws  to  victimize  homosexu- 
als gives  httle  credit  to  a  civilized  community.  • 


Bringing  in  f/ie  petition:  Reform  supporters  behind  police  barricades 


til  the  beginning  of  November.  Under  standing 
orders,  the  bill  can  only  be  debated  on  Wednes- 
days, the  day  set  aside  for  private  member's  bills. 
Following  debate,  the  bill  will  go  to  another  com- 
mittee stage,  during  which  further  amendments 
can  be  introduced.  This  is  expected  to  take  three 
or  four  weeks.  The  bill  will  then  be  split  into  two 
parts,  a  Crimes  Act  Amendment  Bill  and  a  Hu- 
man Rights  Commission  Act  Amendment  Bill. 
The  third  readings  of  each  of  these  bills  will  take 
about  one  week  each.  MPs  will  vote  according  to 
their  personal  consciences,  not  along  party  lines. 

Labour  MP  Geoff  Braybrooke,  a  leading  op- 
ponent of  the  bill,  said  in  Parliament  that  the  is- 
sue should  be  considered  by  a  royal  commission 
and  put  into  a  referendum  at  the  time  of  the  next 
general  election.  "No  one  has  the  mandate  to 
pass  this  bill  into  law,"  he  said. 

New  Zealand  is  torn  by  hotdebate  over  the  bill 
and  over  the  validity  of  a  national  petition  organ- 
ized by  opponents  of  law  reform.  The  petition 
was  delivered  to  Parliament  in  September  amid 
an  orgy  of  prayers,  hymns  and  anti-gay  speeches. 
Boxes  containing  copies  of  the  petition  were  pa- 
raded up  to  the  Parliament  buildings  past  an  hon- 
our guard  of  young  men  and  women  wearing  blue 
and  white  sashes  emblazoned  with  the  words  "For 
God,  For  Family,  For  Country."  The  boxes  were 
labelled '  'The  People  Have  Spoken,' '  and  this  was 
the  theme  of  many  of  the  speeches  by  opponents  of 
the  bill.  However,  many  MPs  question  just  how 
accurate  the  petition  is.  Checks  of  the  names  on  the 
petitions  against  the  voter's  lists  in  various  consti- 
tuencies reveal  many  inconsistencies. 

The  day  the  petitions  were  presented,  24  peo- 
ple were  arrested,  all  from  the  ranks  of  bill  sup- 
porters who  had  been  separated  from  the  peti- 
tioners by  police  barricades.  Police  seized  two 
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Closet  doors 
opened  in  German 
government 

BONN— Manfred  Bruns,  one  of  the  highest  rank- 
ing public  prosecutors  in  the  German  Federal  Re- 
public has  come  out  of  the  closet  in  an  interview 
with  the  daily  tabloid  Bild,  while  less  than  a  week 
later  a  high-ranking  official  with  the  country's 
counter-espionage  agency,  Reinhard  Liebetanz, 
tumbled  out  of  the  closet  when  his  lover  of  1 1 
years  was  exposed  as  a  spy. 

Prosecutor  Bruns,  age  51,  revealed  that  he  is 
"proud  of  being  gay,"  and  that  he  is  active  in  gay 
rights  organizations  and  that  he  could  no  longer 
"bear  to  remain  closeted."  Bruns  said  he  had 
come  out  to  his  boss  in  January  1984,  after  a  four 
star  general  was  suspended  on  charges  that  he 
was  gay  and  therefore  a  perceived  security  risk. 

Married  with  four  children,  Bruns  has  a 
45-year  old  lover  who  he  sees  every  week.  "We're 
faithful  to  each  other,"  he  said.  "Men  have  al- 
ways turned  me  on.  Knowing  for  20  years  that 
you're  gay  and  not  telling  anyone  about  it  — 
that's  hell." 

In  the  Liebetanz  case,  the  West  German  spy 
was  on  a  vacation  in  Hungary  with  his  lover  when 
they  were  approached  by  a  third  man  who  tried  to 
convince  Liebetanz  to  work  for  the  German 
Democratic  Republic.  Liebetanz  returned  im- 
mediately to  Cologne  to  report  the  incident,  but 
his  lover  Eberhard  Severin  fled  to  East  Berlin. 
Liebetanz  said  he  had  never  suspected  that 
Severin  was  the  least  bit  interested  in  his  work 
during  their  1 1  year  relationship.  It  is  unclear 
whether  he  will  be  allowed  to  continue  in  his  posi- 
tion with  the  spy  agency.  • 


PRIWtLINES 

Telephone  Fantasies 

ALONE? 


US  HEUP  YOU  FULFILL 
YOUR  WILDEST  DREAMS. . . 
ANYTHINO  YOU  WAFTR 

A  CANADIAN  SERVICE 


ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS 
7  AM  TO  2PM 


post'er,  n.  An  advertising  sheet  uniting  pictorial  image  and  printed  letter- 
ing, designed  to  engage,  inform,  persuade  and  be  posted  on  a  wall 
or  other  surface.  Syn.:  broadside,  proclamation,  playbill,  streamer, 
placard,  handbill,  showcard.  - 

pos«terM-ty,  n.  1.  All  who  have  proceeded  from  a  common  ancestor; 
descendants  collectively.  Syn.:  offspring,  progeny,  issue.  2.  A 
gallery  dealing  solely  in  the  art  of  the  poster.  Daniel  Stroud, 
Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  POSTERITY  GRAPHICS 
LTD.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vin- 
tage art  posters  at  265  Queen  Street  East,  in  Toronto's  Lower  East 
Side.  Skilled  custom  mounting  available  Mon.  to  Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to 
6:00  p.m.  861-1851. 


BOS  TON 

The  Best  Place  to  Stay 

Two  renovated  townhouses 
in  the  heart  of  Boston 

Continental  breakfast  and 

cocktail  set-ups  on  the 

outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  for  less  than 
half  the  major  hotels 

$29-$50  per  night 

MasterCard,  Visa  and 
American  Express  accepted 

n  rJ  r)  r! T>r) 
OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 

617-267-2262 


a  social  club 

for  lesbians 

and  gay  men 


1586  Granville  Street 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 

902-423-6814 
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Gallo  testing  new  drug 

Queensland,  NSW  laws  thwart  research  and  education 


The  fight  against  AIDS  in  Australia  is  be- 
ing crippled  by  homophobic  govern- 
ment attitudes  and  legislation  in  several  states. 
In  Queensland,  Health  Minister  Brian  Austin 
told  the  state  parliament  that  his  government  op- 
poses the  concept  of  safe  sex  as  a  basis  for  AIDS 
prevention  education.  "It  is  unfortunate  that  a 
number  of  governments  and  organizations  have 
pushed  the  concept  of  safe  sexual  practices,  par- 
ticularly for  the  male  homosexual  community," 


stroyed.  "There  has  been  an  almost  80  percent 
drop  in  cases  of  AIDS  virus  carriers  detected  and 
counselled.  Every  indication  is  that  this  situation 
will  deteriorate  should  the  legislation  proceed," 
concluded  Dr  Basil  Donovan,  who  conducted 
the  survey.  "Research  projects  that  were  second 
to  none  in  the  worid  are  being  decimated.  New 
South  Wales  in  less  than  two  weeks  has  moved 
from  the  forefront  in  AIDS  control  to  virtually  no 
perception  of  the  epidemic." 


Dr  Robert  Gallo:  '  'Interesting ' '  results,  but  no  promises  yet 


said  Austin.  "These  programs  often  appear  to 
promote  homosexual  acts  by  their  explicit  con- 
tent. Sodomy  is  illegal  in  Queensland  and  will  re- 
main so.  There  is  no  intention  to  promote  sod- 
omy in  any  way." 

In  New  South  Wales,  the  announcement  of 
legislation  to  make  the  results  of  AIDS  antibody 
tests  notifiable  has  "decimated"  a  numbei'  of  re- 
search projects.  The  legislation,  announced  Aug- 
ust 27,  could  require  doctors  to  supply  the  names 
and  addresses  of  patients  and  will  make  it  an  of- 
fence for  persons  with  AIDS-related  diseases  to 

''Research 

projects  are  being 

decimated.  New 

South  Wales  in  less 

than  two  weeiis  has 

moved  from  the 

forefront  in  AIDS 

control  to  virtually 

no  perception  of 

the  epidemic" 


have  sexual  intercourse  without  informing  their 
partner. 

A  survey  of  eight  clinics  providing  AIDS  ser- 
vices reported  that  the  number  of  new  clinic  pa- 
tients had  dropped  sharply  since  the  announce- 
ments, and  doctors  were  being  besieged  by  estab- 
lished patients  asking  that  their  records  be  de- 


An  announcement  by  French  doctors  claiming 
a  breakthrough  in  AIDS  treatment  October  29 
has  resulted  in  criticism  from  the  medical  estab- 
lishment as  premature.  The  doctors  used  cyclo- 
sporine,  a  widely  available  immune  suppressor, 
on  two  patients,  and  announced  their  findings  af^ 
ter  only  a  week.  In  both  cases  the  patients  experi- 
enced rapid  improvement  and  an  increase  in  their 
T-4  cell  count,  which  indicates  improved  immune 
system  functioning.  Cyclosporine  is  unfortunate- 
ly associated  with  dangerous  side  effects,  includ- 
ing severe  kidney  damage. 

In  San  Francisco,  a  group  of  gay  men  an- 
nounced October  22  that  they  were  beginning  an 
independent  study  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  com- 
bination of  ribavirin  and  isoprinosine.  Both 
drugs  are  illegal  in  the  US  but  are  readily  avail- 
able in  Mexico. 

"Our  estimate  is  that  up  to  3,000  people  are 
going  south  of  the  border  to  get  these  drugs,' '  said 
Martin  Delaney,  a  systems  analyst  with  the 
study.  "We  hope  to  find  a  safer  and  more  moni- 
tored way  for  people  to  use  them." 

The  group  will  begin  by  collecting  data  already 
gathered  by  physicians  who  have  been  monitor- 
ing patients  who  are  using  the  drugs.  They  will 
then  organize  a  standard  controlled  study  using 
patients  who  are  already  planning  to  use  the 
drugs  on  their  own.  Tests  performed  at  the  UCLA 
Immunology  Centre  Medical  Immunology  Lab- 
oratory on  an  AIDS  patient  with  Kaposi's  sar- 
coma have  shown  a  restoration  level  of  normal 
T-4  cell  counts  after  seven  months  of  treatment. 

A  San  Francisco  dermatologist,  Dr  Bruce  Mills, 
is  planning  to  pool  clinical  information  with  other 
doctors  on  the  use  of  DNCB,  a  legal  and  inexpen- 
sive drug  which  was  previously  used  to  help  im- 
munocompromised children  fight  off  a  specific 
wart  virus.  Mills  has  submitted  his  findings,  that 
application  of  DNCB  cream  causes  a  disappear- 
ance of  Kaposi's  sarcoma  lesions  and  improves 


T-4  cell  ratios  in  AIDS  patients,  to  the  Journal  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Dermatology. 

The  Pentagon  issued  a  statement  October  28 
saying  the  US  military  will  automatically  dis- 
charge any  person  who,  during  the  AIDS  screening 
process,  acknowledges  that  he  or  she  has  engaged 
in  sexual  acts  with  someone  of  the  same  sex.  The 
US  military  is  testing  all  2. 1  million  active  duty  per- 
sonnel for  HTLV-3  antibodies.  Persons  who  test 
positive  will  not  necessarily  be  discharged,  only 
those  who  show  signs  of  AIDS  or  reveal  informa- 
tion about  drug  use  or  homosexuality.  Recruits 
who  test  positive  will  not  be  admitted. 

Jeff  Levi,  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force, 
commented  that  this  policy  will  skew  the  mili- 
tary's AIDS  figures  due  to  inaccurate  reporting 
and  make  it  more  difficult  to  control  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 

A  27  year-old  man,  Greg  Duff,  is  fighting  his 
firing  by  a  California  electronics  firm.  Duff  was 
fired  when  he  refiised  to  take  an  HTLV-3  antibody 
test  as  requested  by  his  employer.  His  dismissal 
violates  a  state  law  prohibiting  employers  from 
using  AIDS  antibody  tests  as  a  screening  tool.  Ac- 
cording to  Benjamin  Schatz  of  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  (NGRA),  "gay  men  who  have 
been  counting  on  their  ability  to  hide  won't  be 
able  to  do  that  much  longer.  We  all  have  five  to 
eight  quarts  of  anti-closet  factor  floating  around 
inside  us.  It  is  crucial  for  gay  men  and  women  to 
realize  that  AIDS-related  discrimination  threat- 
ens not  only  those  with  AIDS  but  indeed  the  entire 
community.  NGRA  believes  that  the  AIDS  crisis  is 
increasingly  being  used  as  a  pretext  for  discrimin- 
ation against  all  lesbians  and  gay  men." 

Dr  Robert  Gallo  of  the  National  Cancer  Insti- 
tute, spoke  out  against  AIDS  hysteria  and  calls 
for  a  quarantine  of  people  with  AIDS,  in  Phila- 
delphia October  15.  Gallo  said  there  is  no  need  to 
quarantine  children  with  AIDS  because  "we've 
never  found  the  virus  in  the  saliva  of  a  person  with 
AIDS."  Gallo  said  he  and  other  scientists  are 
working  on  a  new  drug  treatment  whose  "results 
are  more  interesting  than  anything  used  to  date  so 
far.  Before  we  make  pronouncements  we  want  to 
have  more  data."  • 


SF  students  to  learn 
about  gay  life  and 
AIDS  in  classroom 

SAN  FRANCISCO-This  city's  Board  of  Educa- 
tion unanimously  passed  two  resolutions  dealing 
with  anti-gay  harassment,  curriculum  changes 
and  AIDS  October  8. 

The  first  resolution  gave  School  Superinten- 
dent Carios  Comejo  until  November  1 7  to  devel- 
op a  plan  for  dealing  with  gay  drop-outs,  harass- 
ment of  gay  students,  inclusion  of  gay  lifestyles 
information  in  the  curriculum,  sensitization  of 
staff  to  gay  students  and  the  provision  of  counsel- 
ling services  for  gay  students.  The  second  resolu- 
tion directed  the  superintendent  to  report  to  the 
board  on  what  the  school  district  should  do  to  in- 
form students  and  staff  about  AIDS. 

The  resolutions  came  the  same  day  that  Super- 
intendent Comejo  was  quoted  in  the  San  Francis- 
co Chronicle  as  saying  he  planned  to  seek  man- 
datory AIDS  testing  for  school  food  handlers. 
Comejo  later  denied  making  the  statement  and 
claimed  he  was  misquoted. 

School  Board  President  Myra  Kopf  told  the 
San  Francisco  gay  newspaper  Bay  Area  Report- 
er that  she  hoped  to  see  information  on  the  gay 
and  lesbian  lifestyle  included  in  every  school's 
family  life  program.  Kopf  also  said  she  favoured 


official  recognition  of  the  city's  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau  "as  an  optional  asset  available 
to  teachers  in  their  classes." 

"When  teachers  hear  students  calling  one  an- 
other 'faggot'  or  'dyke'  I  expect  them  to  stop  it," 
said  Kopf.  "I'm  in  favour  of  the  teacher  interven- 
ing whenever  derogatory  statements  are  made." 
Kopf  said  teacher  training  was  necessary  "to 
make  them  aware  that  this  is  something  they  have 
to  deal  with." 

The  Board's  resolutions  and  KopPs  state- 
ments represent  a  new  direction  for  the  Board  in 
its  sensitivity  to  minority  communities'  concerns. 
"I  don't  think  we  deal  with  racism  any  better," 
said  Kopf.  "The  concerns  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  are  repeated  one  thousand  times  over 
by  the  Latino  community,  the  Chinese  commun- 
ity and  the  Jewish  community."  • 

French  and  Spanish 
polls  net  surprising 
results 

PARIS  —  Public  opinion  surveys  carried  out  in 
France  and  Spain  this  year  have  shown  the  gener- 
al population  of  those  countries  to  have  a  surpris- 
ing tolerance  of,  and  interest  in,  homosexuality. 

The  French  poll  was  carried  out  by  the  well- 
known  pubUc  opinion  institute  IFRES.  Accord- 
ing to  the  poll,  eight  percent  of  French  adults 
have  had  sex  with  members  of  the  same  sex. 
There  was  no  difference  between  men  and  wom- 
en. This  contrasts  with  the  results  of  the  Kinsey 
studies  in  the  US  in  the  late  1940s  which  found 
almost  twice  as  many  men  as  women  engaging  in 
gay  sex. 

More  surprising  was  that  21  percent  of  those 
polled  said  they  had  been  tempted  to  have  same- 
sex  sex  at  least  once,  but  didn't  end  up  doing  it. 
Half  the  population  said  they  felt  homosexual 
tendencies  were  present  in  everyone. 

Socialists  and  Communists  were  more  ready 
to  recognize  homosexuality  in  everybody  than 
those  of  the  political  centre  or  right,  and  the 
Communists  lead  the  way  with  1 5  percent  having 
actually  enjoyed  gay  sex,  almost  double  the  na- 
tional average. 

While  41  percent  said  homosexuality  was  an 
acceptable  way  toexpressone'ssexuality,  53  per- 
cent said  they  would  try  to  dissuade  their  children 
from  becoming  homosexuals. 

The  Spanish  study  was  carried  out  by  the  Hu- 
man Rights  Association  of  Spain  and  financed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

According  to  that  survey,  67  percent  of  Span- 
iards believe  that  the  right  to  live  one's  sexual  ori- 
entation is  a  fundamental  human  right.  50  percent 
said  they  are  tolerant  of  homosexuality  and  27  per- 
cent felt  that  it  is  "normal."  Still,  56  percent  felt 
that  homosexuality  was  a  "social  problem,"  while 
40  percent  felt  it  was  "no  problem  at  all." 

In  Spain,  62  percent  of  parents  said  they  would 
try  to  straighten  out  their  gay  child.  Only  23  per- 
cent felt  that  certain  jobs  should  be  closed  to  gay 
people.  A  quarter  of  those  polled  felt  that  homo- 
sexuality was  associated  with  the  "upper 
classes,"  but  39  percent  felt  that  gay  people  were 
equally  distributed  among  all  classes. 

In  the  Spanish  study,  those  most  opposed  to 
homosexuality  tended  to  be  more  religious, 
right-wing  in  politics,  less  educated,  mral  and 
poor.  Younger,  better  educated,  left-wing,  urban 
people  were  more  tolerant  in  their  attitudes.  • 
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Lesbian  Nuns  book 
seized  and  hotel 
cancelled  in  Dublin 

DUBLIN  —  A  recent  television  appearance  by 
Nancy  Manahan  and  Rosemary  Curb,  the  edit- 
ors of  Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence,  put  les- 
bians on  the  front  page  of  most  newspapers  in  the 
Republic  of  Ireland,  with  one  tabloid  headline 
screaming,  "Get  thee  from  the  Nunnery!" 

The  women  were  scheduled  to  be  interviewed 
on  television  September  13,  the  day  after  Irish 
customs  seized  1,500  copies  of  their  book.  The 


Curb  and  Manahan:  On  the  Late  Show 


two  women  arrived  at  their  hotel  to  find  their  res- 
ervations cancelled  by  the  owner,  who  said  he 
"respects"  nuns,  having  educated  his  own 
daughters  in  a  convent. 

When  Curb  and  Manahan  arrived  at  the  stu- 
dio in  Donnybrook,  they  were  greeted  by  about 
80  protesters  lined  up  on  both  sides  of  the  door, 
singing  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee,"  and  reciting 
the  rosary.  The  protestors  represented  the  Chris- 
tian Social  Party  and  a  parent's  group  against 
vice.  One  man  told  reporters  that  RTEl,  the 
television  station  that  broadcast  the  show,  was  in 
league  with  the  government  which  was,  in  turn, 
part  of  a  communist  plot  involving  UNESCO  and 
threatening  the  family.  He  explained  that  the  plot 
involved  treating  the  water  supply  with  oral  con- 
traceptives and  actively  encouraging  homosexu- 
ality. Another  man  said  more  evidence  of  the 
RTE  network's  complicity  in  this  was  the  fact  that 
they  had  refused  to  play  a  request  for  his  parent's 
fiftieth  anniversary,  but  were  giving  two  hours  to 
the  lesbian  nuns.  The  switchboard  at  the  station 
was  flooded  with  angry  telephone  calls. 

Things  quieted  down  after  the  broadcast  be- 
gan .  The  hymn  singers  were  forced  to  go  home  af- 
ter a  local  resident  complained  that  the  noise  was 
disturbing  her  sleeping  children  and  calls  began 
to  trickle  in  to  the  station  from  people  who  said 
they'd  changed  their  minds  about  lesbians. 

Irish  customs  released  the  copies  of  the  book, 
which  is  number  four  on  the  paperback  best-sel- 
ler list,  September  13.  • 


Job  programme 
graduates  45 

DJAKARTA— City  programs  aimed  at  the  social 
integration  of  "warias"  (transvestites)  have 
borne  their  first  fruit  with  the  graduation  of  45 
students  who  now  have  diplomas  to  work  as  hair- 
dressers and  dressmakers. 

Indonesia's  transvestites,  who  have  a  tradi- 
tional place  in  the  country's  rural  social  struc- 
ture, have  become  increasingly  marginalized  in 
huge  cities  such  as  Djakarta.  According  to  Dr 
Gatot  Hadisantoso  of  the  Djakarta  Municipal 
Social  Action  Department,  "We  realized  that 
they  had  the  right  like  everybody  else  to  help  the 
country's  development.  We  did  not  want  them  to 
become  tramps  in  their  old  age." 

The  first  government  attempts  to  solve  the 
"transvestite  problem"  focused  on  turning  them 
into  "real  men."  When  this  proved  unsuccesful, 
courses  were  developed  focusing  on  "womens' 
skills"  such  as  hygiene,  cooking  and  sewing. 

The  ceremony  for  the  first  graduating  class  in- 
cluded a  Muslim  prayer  and  a  pop  tune  sung  by 
one  of  the  students.  There  is  currently  a  waiting 
list  of  several  hundred  for  the  training.  • 

Terrigno  indicted 
on  embezzlement 
charge 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  federal  grand  jury  handed 
down  a  14-count  indictment  against  former  West 
Hollywood  mayor  Valerie  Terrigno  October  23, 
charging  her  with  embezzling  almost  $1 1 ,000  in 
federal  money  while  she  was  executive  director  of 
Crossroads,  a  government  funded  employment 
agency. 
Terrigno  faces  13  felony  counts,  each  of  which 


carries  a  penalty  of  up  to  10  years  in  prison  and  a 
$10,000 -fine,  and  one  misdemeanor,  which 
would  bring  a  year  in  jail  and  a  $1 ,000  fine. 

Crossroads  received  $41,000  in  federal  funds 
during  Terrigno's  tenure  in  1983  and  1984.  As- 
sistant US  Attorney  Richard  Callahan  alleges 
that  she  bought  $5,000  worth  of  food  coupons 
with  funds  meant  for  the  unemployed  and  "is- 
sued most  of  these  coupons  to  herself  and  her 
friends  in  order  to  purchase  food  and  drinks  for 
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FINE  DINING 

Specialising  in  Souffles 


Lunch  M-F  1130-230 
Dinner  M-S  5  30-11  00 

Closed  Sunday 

254  Adelaide  W. 

977-1079 

Fully  Licensed 
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Two  blocks  west  of  University  (between  John  &  Duncan) 

With  this  invitation,  a  complimentary  dessert  souffle 
with  your  dinner. 


merry  Christmas  all  you  deers 


"Singled  out"?:  Valerie  Terrigno 

personal  use."  Terrigno  is  also  alleged  to  have  is- 
sued four  illegal  payroll  cheques  to  herself  total- 
ling $2,300  and  issued  an  agency  cheque  to  a 
friend  for  $510.  The  friend  supposedly  then  cash- 
ed the  cheque  and  gave  $310  back  to  Terrigno. 

Valerie  Terrigno  denies  the  charges  and  says 
she  feels  she  has  been  "singled  out  for  prosecu-       [^ 
tion."  Her  long-time  friend  Sallie  Fiske,  co-      '^- 
chairwoman  of  the  Stonewall  Democratic  Club, 
called  the  FBI  investigation  leading  up  to  the 
charges  a  "witch  hunt." 

Terrigno  was  arraigned  November  4,  and  will 
be  defended  by  West  Hollywood  lawyer  Howard 
Weitzman,  whose  recent  clients  include  John 
DeLorean,  and  Cathy  Evelyn  Smith,  accused  of 
killing  John  Belushi.  Terrigno  says  she  has  no  in- 
tention of  resigning  her  seat  on  West  Hollywood 
council.  • 


422  college  street  ( just  east  of  bathurst ) 
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Near  the  end  of  Lover  Come  Back, 
there's  a  scene  where  Rock  Hudson 
goes  into  his  apartment  block  wearing  only  a 
woman's  fur  coat.  Throughout  the  film  he's  been 
observed  by  two  older  men  —  every  time  they've 
seen  him  it's  been  in  some  situation  where  it's 
looked  like  he  was  pursuing  or  being  pursued  by 
every  attractive  woman  around.  When  the  two 
see  him  in  the  fur  coat,  one  turns  to  the  other  and 
says,  "Well  —  he's  the  last  guy  in  the  world  I 
would  have  figured." 

The  two  men  in  Lover  Come  Back  had  the 
same  difficulty  as  much  of  the  world's  press  when 
Rock  Hudson's  gayness  became  public  along 
with  the  news  of  his  having  AIDS.  People  maga- 
zine quoted  his  aunt  Lela  saying  "Never  would 
we  think  that  he  would  be  that  (/  e  gay).  He  was 
just  always  such  a  good  person.' '  The  British  dai- 
lies reached  for  their  usual  cliches  —  "Legend 
that  Lived  a  Lie,"  "Secret  Torment  of  the  Baron 
of  Beefcake,"  "Rock  Hudson's  Jekyll  and  Hyde 
Existence" — emphasising  the  shock  it  was  going 
to  be  to  the  women  fans  who  had  so  "thrilled"  to 
his  "husky  frame"  when  they  realized  that  he 
was  "a  homosexual."  There  was  apparently 
nothing  gay  about  Rock  Hudson's  star  quahty  or 
his  appeal.  One  paper  even  managed  a  back- 
handed compUment  by  suggesting  that,  contrary 
to  popular  opinion,  Rock  was  a  good  actor  after 
all  —  because  he  had  been  such  a  convincing 
heterosexual.  '^ 

The  reasons  why  it  had  been  impossible  to 
figure  that  Rock  was  "a  homosexual"  were  re- 
vealed by  a  predictable  vocabulary.  Rock  could 
not  be  gay  because  he  was,  on  the  one  hand ,  "vir- 
ile," "muscular,"  "square-jawed,"  "mascu- 
line," and,  on  the  other  hand,  "nice,"  "good," 


THE  LAST  GUY 
YOU'D  HAVE  FIGURED? 

■^  At  first  glance,  there 

was  noth'mg  obviously  gay 

about  Rock  Hudson  on  screen. 

But  a  look  back  at  his  films 

shows  hints  of  the  reality 

behind  the  innage. 

An  article  by  Richard  Dyer 


"Ukeable."  The  linking  term  in  all  this  is  "clean- 
cut,"  that  uniquely  US  men's  style  of  antiseptic 
machismo.  Difficult  for  the  media  to  know  how 
to  handle  this:  at  best  it  could  mean  acknowledg- 
ing a  shift  in  the  perception  of  gay  men  —  we  can 
be  nice  and  butch  and  homosexual,  after  all.  At 
worst,  though,  it  could  be  presented  as  a  mon- 
strous deceit  practised  on  the  libido  of  millions  of 
women.  Cross  either  one  of  these  views  with  the 
fact  of  AIDS  and  you  get  both  the  surge  of  fijnd- 
raising  and  sympathy  for  AIDS  "victims" — be- 
cause, after  all,  AIDS  sufferers  can  be  nice,  and 
real,  men  —  and  the  reiteration  of  the  idea  that 
py  men  cause  AIDS:  just  as  Rock  deceived  wom- 
en sexually,  so  gay  men  have  inflicted  a  deadly 
disease  on  the  world  through  their  sexuality. 

Whether  in  the  benign  or  malignant  version 
(and  many  sta^  of  uncertainty  in  between), 
what  such  approaches  share  is  the  idea  that  it  is 
surprising  to  think  that  Rock  Hudson  was  gay, 
that  there  is  a  contrast  between  how  he  seemed  on 
screen  and  how  he  was  in  private,  that  there  was 
nothingpy  about  Rock  as  performer  or  image.  It 
is  this  idea,  rather  thai  the  media  coverage  of 
Rock  in  the  light  of  AIDS,  that  I  want  to  talk 
about  here. 

• 
One  can't  altogether  blame  the  media  for  assum- 
ing that  people  would  be  surprised  Rock  Hudson 
was  gay.  In  the  most  obvious  way,  there  was 
nothing  gay  about  the  Rock  we  saw. 

When  it  became  known  that  Montgomery  Clift, 
James  Dean,  Sal  Mineo  and  others  of  Rock's 
generation  were,  to  some  degree  or  other,  gay,  it 
was  not  such  a  surprise,  even  to  those  who  were 
not  already  in  the  know.  Clift  and  the  rest  do  fit  a 
certain  stereotype  of  the  gay  man  —  sad,  neuro- 
tic, confused.  Even  their  appearance — physical- 
ly slight,  with  intense  eyes  and  pretty  faces — is  of 
a  kind  that  contrasts  with  Rock's  large  frame, 
slow  eyes  and  classically  handsome  face.  The  im- 
age of  gay  men  as  sad  young  men,  pretty  and  an- 
guished, was  a  prevalent  one  in  the  popular  cul- 
ture of  the  '50s  and  '60s,  and  Rock  did  not  con- 
form to  it. 

The  difference  is  very  clear  when  you  see  James 
Dean  and  Rock  Hudson  together  in  Giant. 
Dean's  Method  style  looks  mannered  now  — 
arched  torso,  hunched  shoulders,  shifting  eyes, 
staccato  speech  and  a  walk  so  oddly  stiff  it 
reminds  me  of  Jack  Wrangler  (whose  walk  1  used 
to  suppose  some  bizarre  version  of  butch,  though 
I  gather  it  is  in  fact  arthritic).  By  comparison 
Rock  is  still,  straight,  unfussy,  jua  there  in  the 
classic  manner  of  Hollywood  stars.  Dean's  style 
connotes  "naturalism,"  an  acting  convention 
associated  in  the  period  with  awkwardness  and 
neurotic  emotionality.  Rock's  style  suggests  a 
different  sense  of  the  natural  —  namely  normal- 
ity. His  very  stillness  and  settledness  as  a  perfor- 
mer suggests  someone  at  home  in  the  worid,  se- 
curely in  his  place  in  society,  while  Dean's  style 
suggests  someone  ill  at  ease  in  the  world,  margin- 
al and  insecure.  Easier,  then,  to  see  Rock's  per- 
forming image  as  one  expressing  the  security  of 
heterosexuahty,  and  Dean's  the  insecurity  of  gay 
men's  position  in  the  world,  or  their  inherent 
neuroticism.  (You'd  have  to  work  very  hard  in- 
deed to  see  anything  in  the  film  of  the  supposed 
affair  between  Rock  and  James  that  Britain's 
shame.  The  Sun,  said  Elizabeth  Taylor  said  was 
going  on  during  the  filming  ofGianl.) 

Neither  in  looks  nor  in  performance  style  does 
Rock  conform  to  the  '50s  and  '60s  notion  of  what 
gay  men  are  like  —  but  neither  does  he  fit  with  the 
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images  of  gay  desire  that  are  found  in  picture 
magazines  and  short  films  of  the  period  (as  su- 
perbly discussed  by  Tom  Waugh  in  "A  Heritage 
of  Pornography,"  TBP,  January  1983,  and  in 
"Photography,  Passion  and  Power,"  TBP, 
March  1984).  The  physique  mags  and  soft-core 
pulp  novels  centred  predominantly  on  two  types 
of  desirable  males  —  the  youth  and  the  muscle 
man  —  and  Rock  was  neither. 

The  "youth"  type  was  identified  above  all  by 
his  crew  cut,  but  also  by  imagery  of  jeans,  biking 
gear,  campus  pennants  or  other  talismans  of 
what's  now  called  youth  culture.  Tony  Curtis, 
Tab  Hunter,  Marlon  Brando  and  others  fitted 
this  then  and  belong  to  the  gay  iconography  of 
the  period,  but  Rock  never  did.  In  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post  spread  on  him  in  1952,  he  is  at 
home,  washing  the  car,  listening  to  Frank  Sinatra 
albums,  eating  ham  and  eggs.  It's  all  very  whole- 
some, unrebellious,  normal,  even  a  bit  middle- 
aged  —  and  naked.  He's  in  shorts  or  an  apres- 
shower  towel  in  most  all  the  pictures,  and  he  has  a 
really  lovely  body.  But  he  is  not  the  other  desire- 
able  type:  he  is  not  a  "muscle  man."  He  has  a 
large,  strong  physique,  but  the  contours  are  soft, 
the  look  sleek;  he  never  had  much  "definition," 
was  never  "cut,"  "ripped"  or  "shredded,"  to 
use  the  repellent  vocabulary  of  '80s  bodybuild- 
ing. Even  by  the  standards  of  the  '50s,  Rock  was 
not  muscley,  not  like  Steve  Reeves  or  even,  say, 
Jeff  Chandler. 

1  do  feel  less  certain  about  this  than  about  his 
not  being  a  sad  young  man.  Rock  must  in  fact 
have  been  a  pin-up  and  heart-throb  for  countless 
gay  men.  I  well  remember  seeing  Pillow  Talk 
when  it  fint  came  out.  There  is  a  scene  where 
Rock  and  Doris  Day,  both  in  (separate)  baths 
spread  across  a  split  screen,  are  talking  on  the 
phone.  Doris  puts  her  leg  up  out  of  the  bath  and 
rests  her  foot  against  the  wall  in  a  typical  cheese- 
cake pose;  and  so  does  Rock,  their  feet  meeting  at 
the  split  in  the  screen.  The  sight  of  that  sturdy, 
hairy  calf  (all  in  fact  you  can  see)  fed  the  fantasies 


tAon^mery  Gift, 
Tony  Curtis,  James 
Dean,  Tab  Hunter  and 
Jeff  Chandler: 
Fitting  the  '50s  innage 
of  gay  men  —  intense 
eyes,  pretty  faces,  sad, 
neurotic,  confused 
—  or  fitting  in  as  soft- 
core gay  pulp  icons  of 
youth  and  muscle,  in  a 
way  Rock  Hudson  (right, 
in  1951)  never  did. 


of  this  already  intensely  voyeuristic  gay  teenager 
for  several  months  thereafter.  Yet  Rock  never 
became  a  source  of  erotic  fantasy  for  me,  and  he 
really  doesn't  fit  the  gay  pornographic  imagina- 
tion of  the  time.  If  many  of  us  did  put  Rock  on  our 
walls  (or,  more  likely,  would  like  to  have  done),  it 
was  because  he  conformed  to  more  general  no- 
tions of  what  an  attractive  man  is.  It  was  not  a 
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specifically  gay  taste,  whereas  Tony,  Tab, 
Marlon,  Steve  and  Jeff  closely  fitted  the  image  of 
'50s  gay  icons. 

• 

If,  in  relation  to  '50s  and  '60s  stereotypes  of  gay 
men  and  gay  erotic  imagery,  there  is  nothing  es- 
pecially gay  about  Rock  Hudson's  image,  does 
that  mean  there  is  nothing  to  say  about  it  in  gay 
terms? 

We  are  most  used  to  sensing  a  star's  gayness 
with  someone  like  Montgomery  Clift.  Despite  the 
largely  unambiguous  heterosexuality  of  his  roles, 
Monty  always  seemed  to  be  pushing  at  the  boun- 
daries of  masculinity,  his  gayness  troubling,  in- 
flecting, exploring  what  it  means  to  be  a  man  (see 
Tom  Waugh's  discussion  in  Cineaste,  vol  X,  no 
2,  Spring  1978).  This  was  not  Rock's  way.  He 
produced  a  flawless  surface  of  conventional  mas- 
culinity. Yet  it  is  a  surface  strangely  lacking  in 
force  and  intensity.  It's  a  sort  of  parade  of  the 
signs  of  masculinity  without  any  real  assertion 
of  it. 

What's  fascinating  is  the  way  this  quality  un- 
settles the  apparent  complacent  heterosexuality 
of  his  films.  If  Monty  seems  to  be  trying  out  new 
roles  for  men.  Rock  —  in  effect  if  obviously  not  in 
intention  —  seems  to  subvert  the  security  with 
which  ideas  of  masculinity  and  femininity,  nor- 


mality and  heterosexuality,  are  held.  This  is  espe- 
cially exploited  in  the  two  groups  of  films  that 
were  among  his  most  successfiil:  the  sex  comedies, 
and  the  melodramas  he  made  with  director 
Douglas  Sirk. 

Rock's  sex  comedies,  from  Pillow  Talk  in 
1959  to  A  Very  Special  Favor  in  1965,  feature 
not  only  the  kind  of  gag  1  opened  this  article  with, 
but  also  plots  that  revolve  around  sexual  ambigu- 
ity. What  often  happens  is  that,  for  part  of  the 
film,  Rock  (sometimes  deliberately,  sometimes 
not)  seems  not  to  be  full-bloodedly  heterosexual: 
he  is  woman-shy,  or  impotent,  or  a  milquetoast 
—  as  a  means  of  getting,  usually,  Doris  Day  to 
drop  her  defences.  A  Very  Special  Favor,  with 
Leslie  Caron,  goes  further.  Rock  actually  pre- 
tends to  have  turned  homosexual  because  Leslie 


has  rejected  him;  she  is  a  psychiatrist,  and  takes 
up  the  challenge  to  "cure"  him  of  his  "inver- 
sion" in  the  time-honoured  manner. 

There  is  one  variation  on  this  pretence  motif 
among  the  sex  comedies.  Man 's  Favorite  Sport?, 
directed  by  Howard  Hawks,  turns  it  on  its  head: 
Rock  is  famous  for  his  supposed  expertise  in  what 
the  film  avers  is  a  uniquely  masculine  activity, 
fishing,  but  he  has  never  fished  in  his  life.  Al- 
though the  film  winds  up  with  him  in  the  arms  of 
Paula  Prentiss,  he  seems  throughout  rather  unin- 
terested in  women  even  though,  farcically,  he  ap- 
pears to  be  carrying  on  with  three  at  once.  Here 
it's  macho  that's  the  facade,  while  in  the  other 
comedies  it's  various  notions  of  unmasculinity. 

The  pretending-to-be-gay  motif  even  recurs  as 
late  in  Rock's  career  as  the  TV  mini-series  The 


Star  Maker,  where  he,  as  Danny  Youngblood, 
allows  himself  to  be  discovered  by  Brenda  Vac- 
caro  in  bed  with  another  man,  so  that  she  will 
think  her'daughter  Angel  is  safe  with  him.  He  gets 
to  elope  with  Angel  later.  (My  thanks  to  my 
friend  Charlotte  Brunsdon  for  drawing  my  atten- 
tion to  this  episode.) 

What  is  all  this  about?  In  his  book  The  Cellu- 
loid Sacrifice  (London,  Michael  Joseph,  1966), 
Alexander  Walker  suggests  that "  the  main  aim  of 
the  sex  comedy's  sparring  partners...  is  to  make 
each  other  neurotically  unsure  of  their  gender, 
their  sex  appeal  and  their  potency."  Rock  pre- 
tending w/  tobea  wolf  inP/V/ow  Talk  puts  Doris 
Day  in  a  quandary: 

Yes,  he  is  the  perfect  ^ntleman,  but  is  that 
really  flattering  to  her  as  a  woman?  Whoi  he 
refrains  from  kissing  her,  is  it  just  because  he 
respects  her  or  is  she  really  not  his  type?  Of 
course,  he  looks  virile  enough,  but  can  one  be 
quite  sure?  Maybe  he  dotes  on  his  mother  and 
collects  cook-book  recipes.  And  sure  enough, 
Rock's  alter  ^  acts  as  dssily  as  predicted, 
and  Doris  gets  panicky.  After  making  men 
keep  their  distance  for  so  long,  has  she  now 
fallen  for  one  with  no  ur^  to  come  hither? 

As  Alexander  Walker  sees  it,  the  main  effect  of 
this  is  at  Doris's  expense,  the  comedies  being  at 
heart  misogynistic.  He  aigues  that  Rock's  pre- 
tence does  not  really  undermine  his  heterosexual 
image,  even  if  it  does  throw  her  sexual  identity  in- 
to question.  After  all,  we  know  he's  only  pretend- 
ing. And  presumably  it  was  assumed  that  Rock's 
image  was  so  indelibly  heterosexual  that  he  could 
get  away  with  such  stuff. 

But  the  insistent  return  to  this  pretending-to- 
be-a-cissy  routine  also  suggests  a  more  elaborate 
scenario,  now  that  we  know  (and  can  say  that  we 
know)  Rock  was  gay.  Here  is  this  gay  man  (Roy 
Scherer,  Jr,  Rock's  real  name)  pretending  to  be 
this  straight  man  (Rock  Hudson)  who's  pretend- 
ing to  be  a  straight  man  (the  character  in  the  film) 
pretending  to  be  a  gay  man  (for  the  gag  in  the 
film).  The  hysterical  pleasures  of  confusion,  so 
central  to  comedy  and  farce,  are  perhaps  even 
more  deliciously  delirious  here  than  in,  say,  La 
Cage  aux  Folles  or  Victor/Victoria,  to  which, 
once  you  know  he's  gay.  Rock's  comedies  come 
so  close. 

These  '60s  comedies  have  a  reputation  for 
blandness  and  safeness,  for  conventional  sexual 
morality  crossed  with  a  complacent  view  of  sex 
roles.  Now  they  look  much  more  interesting, 


bristling  with  sexual  hysteria  and  gender  confii- 
sion,  more  aware  than  they've  been  given  credit 
for  of  the  instabilities  of  heterosexuality  and 
normality. 

• 
Rock's  other  great  popular  success  came  earlier, 
in  the  series  of  lush,  weepy  dramas  produced  by 
Ross  Hunter  and  directed  by  Douglas  Sirk:  Mag- 
nificent Obsession,  1954;  All  That  Heaven  Al- 


Rock  with  Leslie  Caron 
in  "A  Very  Special  favor" 

''Here  is  this  goy 
man  (Roy  Scherer, 
^r)  pretending  to  be 
a  straight  man 
(Rock  Hudson) 
who's  pretending 
to  be  a  straight 
man  (the  char- 
acter in  the  film) 
pretending  to  be  a 
gay  man  (for 
the  gag  in 
the  film)  r 


lows,  1955;  Written  on  the  Wind,  1956;  and  The 
Tarnished  Angels,  1957.  Originally  dismissed  as 
lachrymose  tripe  by  the  critics,  these  films  have 
generated  considerable  critical  interest  in  recent 
years,  aided  perhaps  by  Rainer  Werner  Fassbin- 
der's  enthusiasm  for  them. 

One  of  the  characteristics  of  these  films  is  the 
extraordinary  sense  of  frustration  and  dissatis- 
faction in  their  central  female  characters.  They 
move  in  rich,  bland  suburban  interiors  that  have 
all  the  airiess  comfort  and  reassurance  of  a  de- 
partment store  or  a  mail-order  catalogue;  they 
are  stifled  by  the  anemic  morality  and  pat  emo- 
tional texture  of  their  lives.  What  they  need  is... 
well,  Rock.  In  these  films  Rock  figures  as  the  pro- 
mise of  "Ufe,"  in  his  virility  and  sexual  certainty, 
but  also  by  his  association  with  nature.  It  is  per- 
haps clearest  in  All  That  Heaven  Allows.  Jane 
Wyman  plays  a  recendy  widowed  suburbanite 
whose  children  and  neighbours  think  she  should 
marry  a  middle-aged,  safe,  "undemanding" 
man.  Rock  plays  the  man  who  comes  to  prune 
her  trees;  he  wears  lumberjack  shirts  and  reads 
Thoreau;  he  is  "natural  man."  Jane  falls  in  love 
with  him,  and  it  is  clear  that  what  Rock  embodies 
is  seen  as  the  answer  to  her  resdess,  empty  life. 

Though  it  is  possible  to  see  all  this  in  feminist 
terms,  depicting  the  inadequacies  of  life  for  wom- 
en in  bourgeois  society  and  granting  the  intensity 
of  female  (sexual)  desire,  still  the  answer  to  the 
woman's  problems  does  seem  to  be  a  tall,  dark, 
handsome  male  —  Rock.  It  is  here,  though,  that 
the  films  become  really  interesting.  For  although 
Rock  represents  the  values  of  natural  masculin- 
ity, of  "real  men,"  he  doesn't  really  deliver. 
Marriage  is  always  deferred,  his  virility  is  never 
really  put  to  the  test.  We  never  see  him  "saving" 
the  woman  from  her  plight,  we  only  have  the  pro- 


mise of  it .  In  Magnificent  Obsession,  he  will  save 
her  by  restoring  her  sight  —  but  the  film  ends 
before  we  know  the  outcome  of  his  operation  on 
her,  finishing  on  her  plaintive  cry, '  'Tomorrow! ' ' 
All  That  Heaven  Allows  ends  with  Jane,  still  not 
married  to  him,  sitting  by  his  bed  where  he  lies,  a 
cripple  in  a  coma.  Similariy  in  Written  on  the 
Wind  and  The  Tarnished  Angels,  the  promise  of 
deliverance  he  represents  for  Lauren  Bacall  and 
Dorothy  Malone  can  only  take  place  after  the 
film  is  over,  if  at  all. 

Casting  Rock  adds  to  the  intensity  of  this  end- 
lessly deferred  gratification.  He  looks  the  part  so 
perfectly  —  big,  strong,  good-looking  —  yet  in 
the  end  all  that  he  does  is  look  the  part.  Had  he 
the  force — the  heterosexual  commitment — of  a 
Clark  Gable  or  a  Steve  McQueen,  we  know  that, 
even  if  the  films  had  ended  in  the  same  way,  he'd 
still  be  up  on  his  feet  "fiilfilling"  the  woman 
before  we'd  left  the  cinema.  With  Rock  in  the  part 
you  can't  be  so  sure,  and  this  is  what  gives  the 
films  their  terrible  sense  of  desolation.  What 
women  want  is  a  real  man,  but  the  only  real  men 
around  are  but  the  promise  of  fulfillment,  end- 
lessly put  off,  never  finally  kept. 

You  could  see  this  as  a  critique  of  the  very  idea 
of  the  "natural  man,"  exposed  as  a  sham  that 
women  would  do  well  to  turn  their  backs  on.  But  I 
think  the  films  do  believe  in  the  ideal  of,  even  the 
need  for,  virility  —  it's  just  that  they  don't  really 
believe  real  men  exist  any  more.  The  films  are 
thus  a  tragic,  rather  than  a  feminist,  view  of  the 
situation  of  women. 

In  both  the  comedies  and  the  melodramas. 
Rock's  presence  throws  into  question  the  ideas 
and  the  viability  of  heterosexual  masculinity. 
Perhaps  the  campy  possibilities  of  this  were  not 
lost  on  the  makers  oWy nasty  (who  knows  what 
they  really  think  they  are  doing?)  when  they  cast 
Rock  as  a  stud  farmer  and  threat  to  Krystle  and 
Blake's  marriage.  In  that  Colorado-Babylon 
worid  where  there  is  nothing  but  image,  Rock 
brought  all  the  weight  and  authority  of  a  star  im- 
age which  had  already  given  that  game  away  — 
that  there  is  nothing  but  images,  that  the  ideals 
Dynasty  endlessly  gestures  towards,  of  hetero- 
sexuality  and  normality,  have  always  been  a 
sham  and  a  mockery. 


Rock  shatters  the  dream  of  fulfilling  heterosexu- 
ality,  but  there  is  a  way  that  the  visual  treatment 
of  the  news  of  his  illness  has  also  shattered  some 
of  the  dreams  of  gay  life,  California-style. 

What  dominated  the  press  and  television  cov- 
erage were  before  and  after  —  Before  AIDS  and 
After  AIDS  —  pictures.  Rock  healthy,  strong, 
gorgeous  in  stills  from  films  and  in  eariy  pin-ups, 
side  by  side  with  Rock  tired,  haggard,  tragic.  One 
of  the  most  fascinating  examples  was  the  use  of  a 
highly  touched-up  recent  photo  of  him.  Some 
papers  (Italy's  Eva  Express  for  example)  said  it 
had  been  taken  after  he'd  been  to  Paris  for  treat- 
ment, while  others  (Britain's  News  of  the  World 
for  one)  said  jt  had  been  taken  "just  a  couple  of 
months"  before  the  AIDS  story  finally  broke. 


Rock,  before  ar)d  after  (or  both 
during?)  AIDS,  on  "Eva  Express" 

''Such  ajuxtapoS' 
ition  of  beauty  and 
decay  is  part  of  a 
long-standing  rhet- 
oric ofgayness,  a 
way  of  construct- 
ing gay  identity  as  a 
devotion  to  an 
exquisite  surface 
masking  depraved 
reality.'' 


Either  way,  it  was  put  beside  a  picture  of  Rock 
ravaged  by  AIDS.  This  mix-up  suggests  the  way 
the  juxtaposition  of  the  "beautiful"  and  the 
"awful"  Rock  implies  not  only  chronology  (one 
following  another)  but  also  simultaneity,  as  if  the 
two  images  were  different  sides  of  the  same  thing, 
two  aspects  of  the  condition  of  homosexuality. 

Such  a  juxtaposition  of  beauty  and  decay  is 
part  of  a  long-standing  rhetoric  ofgayness.  It  is  a 
way  of  constructing  gay  identity  as  a  devotion  to 
an  exquisite  surface  (queens  are  so  good-looking, 
so  fastidious,  so  stylish,  so  amusing)  masking  a 
depraved  reality  (unnatural,  promiscuous  and 
repulsive  sex  acts).  The  rhetoric  allows  the  effects 
of  an  illness  gotten  through  sex  to  be  read  as  a 
metaphor  for  that  sex  itself. 

If  anything,  this  way  of  seeing  gayness  has 
become  even  more  prominent  with  the  coming  of 
AIDS,  even  if  the  style  of  the  surface  has  changed. 
Now  as  the  pecs  get  bigger,  the  cadaverous  effects 
of  AIDS  become  even  more  familiar.  The  gay 
glossies  set  side  by  side  ever  more  generously  pro- 
portioned hunks  with  ever  more  detailed,  alarm- 
ing and  heart-rending  accounts  of  AIDS  suffer- 
ers. Jeffrey  Weeks  notes  in  his  new  book.  Sexual- 
ity and  Its  Discontents,  the  bitter  irony  of  AIDS 
occurring  now,  at  the  end  of  a  period  when  the 
prevalent  image  of  gay  men  as  effete  was  put  to 
rest: 

The  cultivation  of  the  body  beautiful  was  a 
vital  part  of  that  (rejection  of  the  effeminate 
image).  But  AIDS  is  a  disease  of  the  body,  it 
wrecks  and  destroys  what  was  once  glorified. 

This  paradox,  this  contrast  between  a  bland, 
even  sexless,  physical  perfection  and  the  raddled 
awfulness  of  sexual  practices  is  not,  of  course,  the 
reality  of  most  gay  men's  lives.  But  it  is  a  power- 
ful and  deeply  rooted  image,  and  is  encapsulated 
in  the  juxtapositions  of  Rock  Hudson  Before 
AIDS  and  After  AIDS.  If  Rock's  death  has 
brought  attention  to  AIDS,  boosted  fundraising, 
made  people  realize  that  "nice  people"  get  AIDS, 
it  has  also  been  used  to  reinforce  venerable  myths 
about  gay  men.  • 

Richard  Dyer,  who  teaches  at  the  University  of  War- 
wick in  Coventry,  England,  is  the  author  of  Gays  and 
Film  (British  Film  Institute,  1977;  New  York 
Zoetrope,  1984). 
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It's  not  fair  that  English- 
speaking  individuals  can't 
yet  fully  partake 

of  the  wealth  that  is  Jeanne  d'Arcjutras' 
courage  and  compassion.  Stalwartly  a 
Montrealer,  jutras  has  written  two  pub- 
lished novels,  Georgia  and  Delira 
Canelle,  which  are  underground  classics 
now  for  francophone  lesbians  and  others 
around  the  world.  But  neither  of  them,  and 
none  of  the  unpublished  short  stories — not 
to  mention  the  forthcoming  Boa  Boa 
Tango,  another  novel  —  has  ever  been 
translated. 

Jeanne  d'Arc  carries  about  with  her  a 
fund  of  history;  nearly  60  years  of  working 
class,  francophone,  lesbian  history.  Far 
from  the  protective  groves  of  academe 
where  so  many  others  are  camouflaged, 
jutras  is  as  much  at  home  in  a  profile  fea- 
ture on  Quebec  militants  on  the  front  page 
of  Montreal's  daily  Devoir  as  she  is  in  the 
bars  or  serving  on  consultative  government 
committees  about  human  rights  and  sexu- 
al orientation  legislation. 

But  it  is  her  stories  as  much  as  her  history 
that  give  us  community.  The  love,  laughter 
and  unf  inching  conviction  of  her  Georgie 
is  urgent  and  joyous.  It  is  important  for  all 
of  us,  whatever  language  we  speak. 

Herewith  a  gift  full  of  the  season's 
warmth  and  cheer  from  Jeanne  d'Arc 
jutras  to  the  readers  of  The  Body  Politic. 
Her  birthday  is  St  Valentine's  day  —  may 
she  receive  on  that  day  next  year  all  the 
wishes  for  love  and  longevity  that  she  gives 
to  us  all  with  her  work! 


Lately  I've  been  thinking  about  Therese 
and  our  "Western." 

Things  were  at  a  low  ebb  and  1  was  out  of  work. 
I  had  accepted  a  waitress  job  in  a  hotel  in  the 
Laurentians  resort  area.  And  that  evening  I  had 
finished  work  around  eight.  It  was  Christmas 
Eve.  Therese  had  asked  me  if  I  was  free  for  the 
evening.  Therese  was  also  from  Montreal,  and 
had  worked  in  the  same  hotel  for  over  a  year.  She 
had  invited  me  to  come  and  have  a  drink  in  her 
room.  Going  through  the  bar,  we  picked  up  two 
bottles  of  cognac.  I  h^  accepted  her  offer 
because  the  grabby  'guests'  left  me  cold,  par- 
ticularly on  Christmas  night. 

But  \  was  still  hurting— it  wasn't  so  long  after 
the  break  with  Diane.  I  was  feeling  that  kind  of 
solitude  that's  caught  up  in  sadness,  the  sadness 
of  those  of  us  who  are  different.  It  dragged 
around  in  the  depths  of  my  heart,  scraping  the 
bottom.  It  wouldn't  stop  eating  away  at  me. 
Sometimes  I  was  able  to  numb  it,  even  forget  it. 
Then  without  warning  it  would  come  swooping 
back.  It  was  always  there.  There  was  nothing  to 
be  done,  and  I  didn't  even  know  why.  It  was  mix- 
ed with  my  fear,  twined  around  with  anger  and 
my  violence.  With  time,  it  was  to  dissipate  among 
my  other  feelings. 

I  was  looking  to  live  fast,  slipping  from  one 
place  to  another  as  a  loner,  a  drifter,  a  desper- 
ado, always  looking  for  something  new.  I  was 
afraid  to  see  myself  getting  older,  because  life  was 
always  "for  later"  with  me.  When  I  thought 
about  it,  it  always  hit  me  below  the  belt.  That's 
where  it  hurt,  and  it  was  better  not  to  think  about 
it.  So,  to  noi  think  about  it,  or  at  least  as  little  as 
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possible,  you  go  from  town  to  town,  your  heels 
heavy  with  the  dust  stuck  to  them— dust  you  send 
up  yourself  all  along  the  roads  you  take,  suitcase 
in  hand.  You  look  at  other  faces.  You  surround 
yourself  with  as  many  people  as  possible.  You 
confuse  the  bottles  with  the  noise  with  the  sparks. 
You  know  nights  full  of  sunlight,  and  black, 
snowy  days.  You  shower  yourself  with  illusions. 
You  hurl  yourself  into  happiness,  because  after 
all  it's  happiness  you're  looking  for.  You  drink 
and  yell  and  dance,  and  you  make  love.  Once  the 
whiriwind's  past,  and  the  tune's  over,  you  hear  a 
little  click. . .  always  the  same  damn  scam.  You're 
just  as  sad  as  before,  and  maybe  more,  now  that 
you  know  none  of  that  has  changed  a  thing.  It's 
always  the  same  damn  thing.  You're  so  stuck  in 
the  straight  jacket  of  solitude,  so  well  laced  in, 
that  sometimes  you  just  don't  want  to  go  on  any- 
more. You  ask  yourself  a  lot  of  questions.  You 
don't  have  any  answers,  but  you're  pretty  sure 
that  there's  more  to  life  than  this.  And  if  this  isn't 
it,  you  gotta  keep  looking.  Sometimes  it's  just 
around  the  comer— it's  gonna  change,  won't  be 
like  it  was  before.  Then  you'll  really  be  living. 
The  life  you  don't  know,  the  one  you  want  to  live. 
And  so  you  keep  turning  comers,  each  one  leav- 
ing you  rawer  than  the  last.  There's  always  that 
emptiness  in  the  pit  of  your  stomach,  that  empti- 
ness you  want  to  fill  to  bursting.  Arms  around 
me,  arms  that  wouldn't  let  me  down,  arms  that 
would  still  be  there  long  after  dawn  is  gone.  I  feel 
it  so  deep,  this  emptiness. . .  it's  bottomless.  In  the 
mixmaster  of  life  you  don't  have  any  choice  but 
to  twist  and  tum.  What  the  hell  else  do  you  know 
other  than  twisting  and  turning.  You're  on  for  the 
ride  and  you  can't  get  off.  It's  as  simple  as  that. 
But  it's  not  that  simple,  goddamn,  and  even  if  a 
few  times  we  manage  to  fill  our  little  lesbian  heart, 
it's  never  brimming,  so  deep  is  the  bottomless 
well  of  loneliness. 

• 
I'm  sitting  in  the  busted  Lazy-Boy,  one  spring 
poking  into  my  cheeks.  Therese  remarks:  "It's 
seen  better  days."  We  clink  our  glasses  together 
and  start  sipping.  Therese  lays  herself  out  on  the 
bed,  stuffing  the  pillows  in  behind  her  back.  The 
cognac  bottles  are  on  the  table  near  the  bed.  On 
the  dresser,  bottles  of  ginger  ale.  The  mirror  scat- 
ters the  ceiling  lamp's  light  on  the  surrounding 
walls.  A  small  Christmas  tree  lords  it  over  the 
other  bureau,  its  whiteness  its  only  decoration. 
The  exhaustion  of  the  day  shps  away.  Our  legs 
hurt  us  a  little  bit  less.  We  begin  to  smile,  even  to 
laugh.  Therese  tells  me  a  joke  about  a  giri  who 
turns  up  dmnk  at  her  hairdresser's  and  say  to 
him:  "I  wanna  cut."  "Certainly,  Madame,  what 
kind  of  cut?"  "A  Stanley  cut!""  I  burst  out 
laughing  and  teB  myself  that  maybe  this  Christ- 
mas won't  be  so  bad  after  all.  I  fill  our  glasses 
again  and  throw  ina  little  ginger  ale.  A  quiet  calm 
fills  the  room.  Therese  pushes  herself  ftirther  back 
into  the  pillows,  closes  her  eyes  and  starts  talking, 
sliding  down  the  slope  of  secrets. 

"My  mother  died  when  she  was  pretty  young. 
She  got  pneumonia  and  just  never  got  better.  I 
was  barely  fifteen .  And  three  others  younger  than 
me— imagine  what  a  mother's  passing  can  do  to 
a  family.  My  dad  was  always  hammered.  He  had 
work  as  a  stevedore.  One  evening,  I  was  cleaning 
his  room  and  he  tumed  up  eariier  than  usual  with 
that  ftmny  look  in  his  eye,  a  look  I  was  always  try- 
ing to  avoid.  I  was  afraid  of  him.  There  was  no 
one  else  home  at  the  time.  He  threw  his  boathook 
on  the  bed,  came  towards  me,  threw  me  on  the 
bed  as  if  I  were  a  thing,  just  like  he  had  pitched  the 
hook,  and...  raped  me.  The  goddamn  bastard.  I 
left  the  house  never  having  told  anyone.  1 
couldn't  hang  around  after  what'd  happened.  I 
knew  that  the  others  suspected.  The  man  is  vio- 
lent; they  didn't  dare  say  anything.  So  I  went  to 
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work  in  Toronto  in  a  private  house.  There  was 
one  good  side,  I  learned  English.  But  it  shook  me 
up  so  bad  that  I  had  breakdown  after  break- 
down. I  don't  even  count  them  anymore.  I  was  so 
sick  of  everything  I  couldn't  take  it  anymore.  I 
kept  thinking  about  my  sisters,  and  my  brother 
too.  And  then  I  made  up  my  mind.  I  wrote  my 
aunt,  the  one  who  looks  most  like  my  mother. 
She  could  really  understand  me  because  she  knew 
how  to  listen .  It' s  important  to  take  time  to  listen 
toothers." 

Therese  stops  talkiog  and  opens  her  eyes.  I 
poor  her  014 another  cognac. 

"I  wrote  her  the  whok  story.  I  didn't  want  my 
sisters  to  come  to  the  same  fate  —  my  brother 
either.  They're  people,  children,  not  boathooks. 
arfi!  gave  her  a  post-office  box  number  to  write  to. 
Georgie,  I  hate  him  so  much  I  can't  tell  you. 
Often  I  have  to  get  drunk;  it's  as  if  I  can  still  tieel 
him  on  top  of  me.  I  can  scrub  myself  as  much  as  I 
want,  take  showers,  bath  after  bath,  his  smell  is 
still  there,  sticking  to  me.  I'm  impregnated  with 
it,  it  won'tgo  away.  My  aunt  took  the  children  in 
at  her  house,  and  told  me  to  keep  a  low  profile,  to 
get  work  out  of  town,  'cause  if  he  ran  into  me,  he 
would  kill  me  with  his  hook.  He's  a  lunatic.  I'm 
always  having  to  move  around  and  find  new 
work.  It's  pure  hell,  no  joke." 

Therese  props  herself  up  on  her  elbow  and  I 
arrange  the  pillows  behind  her. 

"I  can't  wait  for  the  day  I'll  hear  the  old  ty- 
rant's kicked  off.  That's  the  day  I'll  be  able  to 
walk  in  the  sun.  What  a  thrill!  Am  I  ever  gonna 
have  a  party  then!  And  not  just  for  one  night. 
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either!  But  good  news  doesn't  come  fast.  Bas- 
tards like  that  live  a  long,  long  time." 

Therese  starts  drinking  in  gulps,  wanting  so 
much  to  dizzy  her  body.  She  passes  her  hands 
over  her  arms,  her  legs.  I  see  her  lips  tighten  and 
whiten.  I  feel  a  little  uncomfortable,  I  never 
dreamed  Ther^  to  be  dogged  by  this  memory 
Aat  for  so  many  years  has  been  eating  away  at 
her  heart.  I  don't  know  what  to  say  to  her.  There 
isn  't  anything  to  say,  nothing  to  reply.  One  can 
only  listen.  I  lean  towards  her  and  take  her  hand. 
The  pressure  of  my  fingers  against  hers  tells  her 
that  I'm  on  the  same  wavelength. 

"You  know,  Georgie,  rape  is  an  everyday 
thing.  It  happens  thousands  of  times  a  day,  and 
you  never  hear  about  it.  It's  so  disgusting  that 
people  are  ashamed  to  talk  about  it.  It's  not  to 
our  advantage  either— talk  about  it  and  you're 
accused  of  provoking  it.  There  are  even  women 
who  speak  up  to  say  we  should  like  it.  Can  you 
believe  it?!  As  usual,  we're  in  the  wrong.  You 
know,  this  is  the  first  time  I've  opened  up  to  any- 
one like  this.  I  felt  I  could  put  myself  in  your 
hands.  I  feel  so  much  better.  It's  something  I 
would  have  done  sooner,  but  you  can't  tell  this 
kind  of  thing  to  just  anybody." 

I'm  moved  by  the  trust  she  has  in  me. 

"I'm  beginning  to  reahze  how  many  things  we 
women  have  to  say  to  each  other,"  Therese  con- 
tinues. "Things  that  are  ours.  It's  hard  for  me  to 
talk  to  women,  harder  to  talk  to  men.  Good  thing 
there's  children.  I  haven't  got  a  dog;  anyways, 
he'd  probably  have  a  nervous  breakdown,  poor 
thing." 

I  light  up  a  cigarette...  blowing  its  smoke  far 
away  from  me...  I'm  thinking  about  things  / 
would  like  to  be  able  to  say.  Putting  out  the  butt,  I 
grab  Therese's  hand. 

"Let's  not  hang  around  here  whining.  Hell, 
after  all,  it's  Christoas  Eve!  We  have  between  us 
everything  we  need  to  make  it  gay." 

Therese  bursts  out:  "Georgie,  I  have  a  great 
idea!  There's  this  old  guy,  not  too  far,  who  does 
sleighrides.  What'd'ya  say  we  get  him  to  take  us 
on  one?  Eh?" 

"Okay!  Now  we're  really  gonna  have  some 
ftin,  damnit!" 

We  bundle  into  warmer  clothing  and  arm  our- 
selves with  another  bottle  of  cognac.  By  a  stroke 
of  luck,  we  find  the  old  guy  sitting  in  his  kitchen. 
He  accepts  and  says:  "For  two  pretty  girls  like 
you,  the  ride's  on  me.  It's  my  Christmas  present 
to  the  both  of  you." 

Therese  sends  me  a  wink,  and  I  insist  on  pay- 
ing. He  won't  hear  a  word  of  it.  He  slips  a  couple 
of  mickeys  into  the  pockets  of  his  overalls.  When 
he  turns  and  sees  us  watching,  he  tells  us  that  it 
"helps  him  fight  the  cold."  He  wiggles  into  his 
catskin  coat  and  the  fiir  cap  that  goes  with.  He 
harnesses  up  his  horse,  Charlie,  and  hangs  extra 
bells  on  the  reins.  He  lays  out  extra  covers  on  the 
flattened  straw  lying  on  the  sleigh's  floor.  We 
both  hop  on,  laughing  fit  to  be  tied. 

The  old  guy  takes  up  the  reins,  clicks  his  pal- 
ette, and  away  Charlie  goes.  The  bells  jingle 
loosely  and  merrily,  hill  of  joy.  It's  a  beautiftrl, 
clear  winter  night,  open  to  all  wishes.  The  sky's 
been  cornered  by  millions  of  stars.  This  is  the 
night  that  allows  a  small  child  to  come  into  the 
world.  Trees  ftill  of  cotton  line  the  country  road, 
leaning  and  looking  at  us  passing. "  It's  so  beauti- 
ful, Georgie,  that  I  could  just  cry."  says  Therese. 
"If  all  these  stars  were  given  to  me  in  my  life,  I 
would  give  you  half  of  them,  Georgie.  I'd  share 
my  happinesses  with  you." 

Nose  running,  the  old  guy  knocks  back  shot  af- 
ter shot  of  gin,  now  and  then  stealing  a  glance  at 
us  behind  him.  Therese  leans  into  me  and  I  put 
my  arm  over  her  shoulders.  Even  in  the  cold  our 
breath  smells  of  cognac.  At  the  top  of  our  lungs 


we  sing  Jingle  Bells.  I  check  my  watch:  "Therese! 
It's  midnight!" 

"Ya,  it  sure  as  hell  is!" 

"Do  you  believe  in  God?" 

"Not  always!" 

"Wanna  %m%Minuit  ChretienV^ 

"Okay!  Ready,  steady,  go!" 

We  both  start  yelling,  loud  and  clear, 
' '  Woman  On  Your  Knees,  Await  Your  Release . . . 
Noel,  Noel...  The  Saviour  is  Come!!"  Our  eyes 
water;  a  pearly  frost  garlands  our  eyelashes.  The 
verses  and  our  voices  resound  between  the  two 
sides  of  the  sleigh. 

"What  a  beautiful  night,  Georgie!  I  never 
want  to  forget  it!" 

We  sidle  closer  to  each  other.  I  turn  her  face  to- 
wards mine  and  kiss  her. 

"Merry  Christmas,  my  litde  dove!" 

Therese  presses  her  lips  against  mine. 

"And  Merry  Christmas  to  you,  gorgeous 
Georgie!" 

Our  driver  calls  out:  "Don't  forget  about  me 
girls,  eh?"  But  I  haven't  the  time  to  deal  with 
him,  I'm  carried  away  by  Therese's  caresses. 
We're  rolling  around  on  the  covers,  the  straw 
moving  about  beneath  our  excitement. 

The  old  guy  seems  to  have  kept  his  eyes,  spark- 
ed with  lust  riveted  upon  us.  He's  sitting  back  ass- 
wards  over  the  front  of  his  sleigh,  gin  running  out 
of  either  side  of  his  mouth.  He  wipes  himself  with 
the  back  of  his  hand,  lets  go  a  grunt,  sets  straight 
his  fur  cap  and  takes  another  swig.  Pulling  hard 
on  the  reins,  he  cries:  "Woah  Woah  Woah, 
Charlie,  Stop!" 

We  two  hear  nothing  of  this,  see  nothing.  We  are 
alone  together  in  the  world,  two  women  in  love. 

All  excited,  the  old  guy  jumps  into  the  back  of 
the  sleigh  with  his  hard-on.  "C'mon,  giris,  let  me 
in  on  the  fun!" 

All  at  once  I  reahze  that  there  he  is,  pants  drop- 
ped, proud  maker  flymg  in  the  wind,  ready  to 
jump  us.  Therese  has  seen  him  too.  Her  expres- 
sion altered,  she  lifts  herself  up,  eyes  full  of  rage. 

"So  this  is  your  Christmas  present,  you  old 
scumbag.  You're  just  hke  my  dad!  Just  hang  on 
there  a  minute  and  I'll  fix  it  up  for  you,  you 
fuckinjerk!" 

Therese,  as  if  unchained,  teeth  bared  between 
her  full  lips,  sweeps  up  the  cognac  bottle  and 
crowns  him  with  it.  His  ftir  hat  goes  all  askew.  She 
yells  at  me  to  "Take  one  leg  and  I'll  take  the 
other!" 

With  his  pants  down,  the  old  guy's  legs  are  tied 
up.  Lifting  him,  we  swing  him  by  the  pants,  head- 
over-heels  over  the  side  of  the  sleigh.  He  ends  up 
waist  deep  in  a  snow  drift  and  I  call  after  him: 

"You  can  shove  your  Christmas  present  up 
your  ass  you  slob!" 

Then  I  jump  into  the  cab  of  the  sleigh  and  grab 
the  reins.  Taking  the  whip,  I  give  Chariie  a  tap  on 
the  haunch.  Surprised,  he  shoots  off  at  a  gallop. 

"Full  speed  ahead,  Charlie-boy!  Your  master 
has  decided  to  freeze  his  balls  in  the  snow  bank." 

Strugging  to  get  up  as  best  he  can,  the  old  guy 
sees  the  sleigh  receding.  Eitfaged,  he  calls  after 
us;  "Wait  till  I  get  back  to  the  village,  you  two 
goddamn  dykes!  Bitches!  Two-bit  broads!  Pair 
of  rotten,  stinking  carcasses!  You  hear  me,  you 
two  cunts?  You're  gonna  pay  this  one  back!  Jesus 
Christ!" 

I'm  singing  as  loud  as  I  can:  "You  want  it,  you 
got  it!" 

Therese  calms  down  slowly.  Coming  to  our 
senses,  we  see  the  situation  for  what  it  is,  and  we 
laugh  to  split  our  sides.  It  all  happened  so  quickly 
that  we  can  hardly  believe  it.  Therese  says; ' '  Let's 
not  let  the  old  slobberpuss  wreck  our  ride.  Come 
sit  near  me,  Charlie  knows  the  way." 

I  wrap  the  reins  around  the  stick  and  jump  over 
the  seat  towards  her. 


"You  know  what,  Georgie,  you're  really 
okay!" 

I  throw  my  arms  up  and  yell  to  the  stars 
"Yahoo,  Yahoo!  Us  two  girls  are  a-okay! 
Yahoo!" 

It's  a  peaceful  drive  back  to  the  village.  Char- 
lie, by  instinct,  turns  into  the  courtyard,  and  I 
park  the  sleigh  near  the  stable.  Back  at  the  hotel, 
our  party  continues.  Therese's  room  adjoins 
mine.  With  one  kick  I  open  the  door,  and  with 
another  I  close  it.  We  both  fall  head  over  heels  on- 
to the  bed. 

"This  is  our  Christmas  Eve,  eh  Georgie?!" 

"Yes,  This  will  always  be  our  Christmas  Eve, 
Therese.  And  we  mustn't  ever  forget  it." 

• 
The  next  morning  we  are  busy  serving  the  guests 
breakfast  when  the  old  fart  bursts  into  the  dining- 
room  like  a  madman. 

"There  they  are!  Those  two  thieves  who  stole 
my  sleigh!  Knocked  me  out  and  chucked  me 
overboard.  They're  gonna  pay  that  back.  Those 
broads  aren't  gonna  get  away  with  it.  Y'hear 
me!?  I  want  my  money  calisse  de  tabemac!" 

I  give  Therese  the  elbow. 

"The  old  shark  finally  got  his  damn  pants  up." 

Therese  can't  help  but  laugh.  From  long  ex- 
perience we  knew  that  silence  is  our  best  ally.  So 
we  continue  serving  the  clients.  The  Maitre  d', 
with  the  help  of  the  manager,  pushes  the  old  guy 
into  the  office.  A  few  minutes  later,  the  manager 
signals  us  to  meet  him  in  the  kitchen.  The  head 
cook,  between  two  drinks,  as  always,  says, 
"Having  problems  with  your  sleighride,  giris?" 

We  pretend  to  hear  nothing.  Pushed  into  the 
comer,  so  as  not  to  trouble  kitchen  traffic,  quick- 
ly we  explain  to  the  manager  our  version  of  the 
story.  So  the  old  guy  will  shut  his  trap,  we  consent 
to  give  him  a  couple  of  bucks.  We  figure  we've 
seen  enough  of  him. 

• 
When  my  contract  was  up,  I  left  the  hotel  and 
hitched  back  towards  Montreal.  Therese,  she  hit- 
ched towards  Vancouver.  I've  never  seen  her 
again.  • 


'The  word  for  'cup'  in  french  is  coupe  and  the  verb  'to 
cut,'  couper. 

Winuit  Chretien  is  a  Christmas  hymn  about  as  po^ 
lar  as  Silent  Night ,  but  with  much  more  religious  signif- 
icance. In  the  version  of  Georgie  and  Therese,  the 
phrase  Peuple  a  genoux  which  means  "Nation  on  its 
knees,"  becomes  Femme  a  genoux,  or  "Woman  on 
yourknas." 


Jeanne  D'Arc  Jutrax  f^toto- 
graphed  In  Pare  Lafontalne 
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spectacular  triumph,  he  or  she  is  likely  to  quit  the 
organization  altogether  in  a  fit  of  gloom. 

Outsiders  within 

These  people  visit  organizations  to  prove  to  them- 
selves that  they  are  not  joiners.  Meetings  of  newly- 
forming  organizations  always  attract  a  crowd  of 
confirmed  non-joiners,  who  congregate  at  the 
back  of  the  room  and  share  looks  of  suave  disgust. 
Some  of  these  people  are  professionals  or  other  ex- 
perts, who  avoid  all  organizations  where  people 
don't  share  their  nuanced  sophistication.  Since  a 
congregation  of  similar  experts  is  highly  unlikely, 
these  people  are  irretrievably  lost  to  the  organized 
community.  They  would  only  join  an  organization 
in  which  their  talents  were  redundant. 

Troop-eating  generals 

A  troop-eating  general  wants  to  be  a  Great  Lead- 
er, and  slaves  away  day  and  night  for  the  Cause. 
He  or  she  takes  immense  risks  that  others  are  too 
timorous  to  take.  The  downfall  of  this  person  is 
that  hard  work  and  risk-taking  make  him  or  her 
resentful  and  suspicious  of  anyone  displaying  less 
sterling  personal  qualities.  Ordinary  people  be- 
gin to  be  snubbed  for  their  apathy,  cowardice, 
and  incorrectness.  At  this  point,  the  troop-eating 
general's  organization  begins  to  dwindle  rapidly 
and  is  soon  reduced  to  the  general  and  a  few  close 
personal  friends.  The  general  assumes  that  these 
are  the  only  people  in  town  brave  enough  to  stand 
up  for  the  Cause;  actually,  they're  the  only  peo- 
ple who  can  tolerate  his/her  generalship.  Too 
bad.  The  troop-eating  general  is  a  perfect  leader 
for  perfect  people. 

I  could  go  on,  but  enough's  enough.  If  you  can 
survive  the  nine  contradictions  exemplified 
above,  you  can  survive  anything  any  organiza- 
tion can  throw  at  you.  In  fact,  after  a  while  it  be- 
comes smooth  sailing.  Or  at  least,  the  waves  no 
longer  make  you  turn  green  and  run  for  the  rails. 
Then,  if  all  goes  well,  you  may  even  be  able  to 
make  life  easier  for  others  who  are  new  to  the 
movement.  Just  a  few  weeks  ago  a  friend  of  mine, 
a  young  medical  doctor,  newly  out,  came  to  me 
in  a  state  of  shock.  He'd  gone  to  a  meeting  of  his 
local  AIDS  support  committee,  and  had  been  on 
the  verge  of  volunteering  to  do  something  when, 
to  his  horror,  someone  in  the  audience  began  to 
cruise  him.  "Of  course  it  was  an  inappropriate 
thing  to  do,"  I  reassured  him,  "but  people  are 
people.  You  have  to  persevere  anyways.  Other- 
wise, if  nothing  constructive  gets  done,  people 
become  even  more  like  people— and  then  where 
would  we  all  be?  Besides,  he  probably  knew  more 
about  safe  sex  than  anyone  you're  likely  to  meet 
at  your  favourite  bar." 

My  doctor  friend  was  only  slightly  mollified, 
but  perhaps  it  was  enough.  Somehow,  the  pro- 
cess we  gay  people  are  embarked  on  keeps  pro- 
gressing, changing  and  improving.  No  matter 
how  tenuous  our  situation  is,  we  never  manage  to 
frustrate  ourselves  out  of  political  existence. 
Someone  is  always  there,  in  any  city  or  in  any  si- 
tuation, even  if  he  or  she  is  surrounded  and 
alone.  In  the  long  run,  it's  rather  inspiring,  no 
matter  what  may  happen  in  the  short  run.  Those 
of  us  who  have  the  Prometheus  complex  go  on  as 
always,  enraging  the  self-deified  homophobes 
around  us,  and  making  friends  with  one  another, 
sometimes  even  finding  lovers  amongst  our  own. 
Well,  after  all,  friendships  and  relationships  are 
just  small  organizations,  aren't  they?  Commit- 
tees of  two  or  three?  With  all  the  usual  problems 
and  all  the  usual  strengths?  Oh,  I  know,  I  know— 
you  think  this  is  madness. 

But  out  of  such  madness  springs  liberation.  • 
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Cimerman 

Real  Estate  Limited 
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Cabbagetown  Exclusive!  $159,900. 

3  Storey  Brick  Home,  Park  at  your 

doorstep,  4  Bedrms,  Fireplace,  Split  level 

greenhouse  effect  kitchen  and  dining  area. 

Hardwood  floors,  large  private  deck. 

Excellent  Mtg.  available. 

Tom  McNeill  922-5533 

Cabbagetown  $129,900.  Completely  rebuilt 

3  storey  residence,  3  fireplaces,  self 

contained  master  suite  with  cathedral 

ceilings  and  walkout  to  deck.  Central  air 

conditioning,  5  New  Appliances, 

The  Best  Buy  Downtown! 

Tom  McNeill  922-5533 

St.  Clair  and  Bathurst  $112,000.  Lovely 

detached  3  bedroom  renovation,  next  to 

park.  All  new  mechanics,  5  appliances, 

garage  and  more. 

Barry  Shecter  486-5200 

Super  Investment!  or  Live  in!  Detached 

brick  Duplex  plus  basement  apartment. 

$18,500  Income.  Tenants  pay  all  utilities. 

Good  central  location.  Asking  $149,900 

Barry  Shecter  486-5200 

Sales  Representatives 
Tom  McNeill  922-5533 
Barry  Shecter  486-5200 


Book  your  Christmas 


Vacation 
NOW! 


*Challcngc 

the  slo{x:s... 
♦Miles 

of  cross-country . . . 
*  Unwind 

in  the  whirlpool.. 
♦Snuggle 

by  the  fire... 
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David  Mclean 


hall  I  attempt  to  entertain  you, 
now,  with  my  theatre  or  my  life, 
assuming  that  there  is  much  difference  between 
them? ' '  Tennessee  Williams ,  Memoirs 

Tennessee  Williams.  Much  has  been  said  about 
the  man  and,  adding  to  the  problem,  much  more 
will  be  said  as  the  years  since  his  tragic  death  mul- 
tiply in  number.  The  problem  I  am  referring  to  is 
the  problem  of  celebrity,  that  celestial  place  of 
ambiguous  locale,  that  everyone  knows  you  in- 
habit once  you  have  arrived. 

Tennessee  claimed  that  his  writing  was  an  acti- 
vity related  to  a  deep-seated  need,  and  that  the  ce- 
lebrity that  found  him  proved  more  a  curse  than  a 
blessing.  In  his  lifetime  he  did  make  a  sort  of 
peace  with  that  particular  bitch-goddess,  suc- 
cess, which  made  him  grist  for  the  Hollywood 
mill  but  also  ensured  him  a  "comfortable"  exis- 
tence for  the  rest  of  his  days.  But  the  fame  part  he 
could  never  sit  comfortably  with  for  long:  and  so 
began  a  history  of  fleeing  a  location  before  some 
unnamed  adversary  (in  human  or  other  form) 
found  him.  Tennessee  spent  most  of  his  adult  life 
running  from  something.  In  his  writing  he 
searched  for  it,  this  "thing,"  or  key  to  the  truth,  if 
you  will,  but  the  unmerciful  sunlight  of  reality 
sent  him  scurrying.  What  was  it  he  feared  so 
much?  I  think  it  was  that  imagined  day  when 
those  carnivorous  birds  from  Suddenly  Last 
Summer  v/o\x\d  actually  be  able  to  turn  him  over 
and  get  at  his  tender  underside— "they  were  div- 
ing down  on  the  hatched  sea-turtles" —to  tear 
him  open  and  get  at  what?  The  truth?  "They 
want  to  get  some  footage  on  the  notorious  Amer- 
ican playwright,  the  queer  one,  whose  decease 
will  soon  give  him  a  moment  of  prominence  m  the 
media.  Do  you  know  how  people  are  about 
things  like  that?  Well,  if  you  don't,  I  can  tell  you. 
They  love  it.  It  quickens  their  blood.  It  makes 
them  feel  immortal." 

These  prophetic  words  are  Williams'  own, 
from  his  Memoirs,  a  "thing"  he  said  he  did  for 
financial  gain.  But  I  think  it  had  more  to  do  with 
beating  those  "flesh-eating  birds"  to  the  water- 
side, so  he  could  swim  out  to  sea  in  peace,  in  the 
knowledge  that  he  alone  had  the  final  say  about 
his  own  "experience."  He  was  dreadfully  para- 
noid of  others  making  adjustments  to  his  work, 
rewriting  in  one  careless  sweep  what  he  had 
sweated  and  suffered  to  create.  Tennessee  above 
ail  else  feared  the  death  of  his  own  voice.  He  knew 
very  well  that  while  theatre-going  audiences,  and 
especially  the  critics,  may  have  cooled  in  their  re- 
sponse to  his  work,  his  life  was  still  hot  stuff.  If 
anything,  he  survived  off  this  celebrity  status  in 
his  later  "interview"  years.  He  knew  the  game. 
He  willingly  participated  with  the  expected  witti- 
cisms, though  he  claimed  he  found  the  whole  pro- 
cess distasteful.  But  like  Blanche,  he  clung  to  the 


illusions  of  his  own  making:  this  had  to  be  better 
than  giving  over  the  control,  the  clues,  the 
"truth"  to  anyone  else.  He  continued  to  write, 
and  he  continued  to  run,  running  from  the  day  he 
would  have  to  stop  for  good,  and  they  would  fi- 
nally be  able  to  "get"  him. 

And  get  him  they  have.  This  is  not  surprising, 
as  it  is  all  part  of  a  process— if  you  are  famous 
you  are  open  territory,  and  if  you  are  a  dead  play- 
wright whose  "untraditional  lifestyle"  tickled 
the  public  consciousness  when  you  were  alive, 
you  will  be  fed  to  those  hungry  birds  eventually, 
and  the  longer  the  wait  the  more  ravenous  will  be 
those  who  attend  the  feast. 

Ours  is  a  culture  addicted  to  accounts  of  fa- 
mous people.  Hundreds  of  consumable  paper- 
back allegories  tell  of  the  difficult  climb  to  Olym- 
pus, and  most  of  them  include  a  lurid  description 
of  the— almost  inevitable— fall  off  that  mountain. 
I  don't  claim  immunity  to  this  popular  fascination, 
but  all  the  same  I  approached  the  recent  writings 
on  Williams  with  some  hesitation.  Perhaps  I  hesi- 
tated because  I  have  admired  his  work  so  much 
and  recognized  the  degree  to  which  his  life  made 
him  easy  prey.  From  Summer  and  Smoke. 


Oh,  I'mnotmad.  I'mjust  mystified  and  amaz- 
ed as  I  always  am  by  unprovoked  malice  in 
people.  I  don't  understand  it  when  it's  directed 
at  me  and  I  don't  understand  it  when  it's  direc- 
ted at  anybody  else  ...These  people  who  call 
me  affected  and  give  these  unkind  imitations  of 
me— I  wonder  if  they  stop  to  think  that  I  have 
had  certain  difficulties  and  disadvantages  to 
cope  with — which  may  be  partly  the  cause  of 
these  peculiarities  of  mine— which  they  find  so 
offensive! 
The  Kindness  of  St  rangers.  The  Life  Of  Tennes- 
see Williams  by  Donald  Spoto  and  Tennessee- 
Cry  of  the  Heart  by  Dotson  Rader  both  appeared 
on  the  shelves  at  about  the  same  time  eariier  this 
year.  They  share  one  common  element:  the  sense 
of  being  rushed  into  publication  more  for  finan- 
cial gain  than  to  fill  an  urgent  need.  Spoto's  anal- 
ysis is  unsurprising  in  its  traditional  approach  to 
the  Williams  myth.  He  approaches  the  play- 
wright's hfe  story  with  an  academic  self-assur- 
ance that  is  meant  to  distract  you  from  certain 
factual  errors  and  the  lack  of  any  real  interest  in 
the  subject.  The  book  is  too  clinical.  This  is  disap- 
pointing, as  Tennessee's  story  practically 
screams,  "Well,  now  that  you've  been  to  the 
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house  of  horrors,  where  do  you  stand  in  all  this? 
What's  at  the  core  of  your  interest?"  Spoto's  ob- 
servations are  those  of  someone  being  very  care- 
ful not  to  get  burnt  by  being  "too  obsessed' '  with 
his  subjea.  His  detachment  is  a  feat,  given  the 
stirring  emotional  quaUties  of  Williams'  work. 
But,  after  all,  this  is  a  respectable  (major?)  liter- 
ary biography,  something  everyone  should  read, 
and  the  more  neutral  the  voice,  the  less  threaten- 
ing to  the  reader.  Spoto  holds  your  hand,  walks 
you  to  the  pit  and  says,  "You  see,  this  is  the  hor- 
ror, the  terrible  ruin  of  genius,"  and  then  he 
walks  you  safely  back  to  the  entrance  and  shuts 
the  door.  The  effect  is  bizarre. 
Spoto  attempts  the  cool  voice  of  reason: 

"It  was  this  unfortunate  but  fairly  common 
trait  that  made  him  easy  prey  to  the  more  dan- 
gerous results  of  drugs  that  added  psychologi- 
cal to  physical  dependency... It  was  the  ulti- 
mate phase  of  a  frenzied  pursuit  to  celebrate 
and  deaden  the  senses." 

That  insidious,  mocking  voice  claims  affection, 
but  in  reahty  it  is  the  liberal  voice  of  tolerance. 
This  feigned  sympathy  is  precisely  what  pursued 
Williams  in  later  life  —  all  those  interviewers, 
poised,  concealing  their  fangs.  Spoto  neverthe- 
less assures  the  reader  that  what  is  being  said  is 
the  truth— shocking  and  horrible,  but  unflinch- 
ingly accurate.  This,  of  course,  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  Someone  who  really  knew  Tennessee, 
Donald  Windham,  a  friend  in  the  early  New  York 
days  and  a  collaborator  on  You  Touched  Me  (a 
work  that  resulted  in  a  strain  in  their  relationship) 
noted  in  a  review  of  Kindness  in  Christopher 
Street  that, 

"Mr  Spoto's  book... contains  strange  lacunae 
and  omissions.  Certain  important  people,  cer- 
tain important  events  in  Tennessee's  hfe  are 
virtually  missing.  The  author's  method  seems 
to  have  been  that  any  things  that  were  too  for- 
eign to  his  conception...  were  omitted." 

"Truth"  is  indeed  a  relative  thing,  and  Donald 
Spoto  is  operating  from  a  position  that  defmes 
the  truth  as  being  simply  what  he  has  written. 
This  dangerous  vision  is  one  not  uncommon 
among  biographers. 

Kindness  is  not  totally  without  merit,  despite  its 
problems.  It  remains  an  informative  book,  espe- 
cially for  those  acquainted  only  with  the  plays  and 
fihns,  and  not  with  the  man  himself.  But  what  is 
missing  is  a  suitably  intense  passion  for  the 
madness,  the  theatricality,  the  lusty  gay  experience 
that  many  of  us  have  shared  with  WiUiams.  Spoto 
seems  to  disdain  all  the  things  that  made  us  fans  of 
Tennessee's  magnum  opus— his  hfe. 

It  was  a  life  lived  with  amazing  velocity,  and  it 
came  with  a  collection  of  characters  whose  emo- 
tions and  passion  were  entirely  out  of  proportion 
to  the  environment  they  were  forced  to  inhabit. 
Aren't  these  the  things  that  attracted  us  to  Wil- 
liams in  the  first  place?  Being  told  to  contain  your 
identity  within  a  rigid  framework  is  something 
gay  men  can  easily  identify  with.  Williams'  char- 
acters —  from  the  smouldering  Miss  Alma  in 
Summer  and  Smol(e,  to  the  classic  Blanche 
caught  in  her  web  of  illusion,  even  the  dreaming 
Tom  of  Glass  Menagerie,  setting  sail  for  the  fii- 
ture— are  all  so  vividly  drawn  that  we  believe  for 
continued  on  page  34 
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a  moment  that  we  are  them,  suffering,  languish- 
ing, dreaming  of  something  better.  In  this  way 
Williams  becomes  the  central  figure  in  our  strug- 
gle with  the  "gay  man  as  victim"  ideology.  "I 
stayed  at  a  hotel  called  the  Tarantula  Arms,  yes, 
a  big  spider!  That's  where  I  brought  my  victims! ' ' 
How  many  drinks  does  it  take  you  before  you 
start  reciting  this  speech? 

The  camp  references  that  have  evolved  from 
Williams'  work  cannot  be  denied,  and  it  is  this 
very  identification  of  his  material  with  a  male  ho- 
mosexual perspective  that  has  fueled  much  argu- 
ment about  his  rightful  place  in  the  mausoleum  of 
English  literature.  The  dissension  about  Wil- 
liams' membership  in  this  predominantly  male 


club  centres,  of  course,  around  the  validity  of 
"all  that  interest  in  the  women."  Can't  you  just 
hear  it,  "OK,  he's  queer,  we  know  all  that,  but  all 
those  whiny  broads— it  gets  embarrassing  after  a 
while,  you  know?"  This  sort  of  attack  on  Wil- 
liams' content  is  easier  now  that  he  is  dead,  be- 
cause when  he  was  alive  he  was  feisty  in  his  de- 
fence of  his  lifestyle  and  of  the  importance  of  the 
personal  experience  in  the  work  of  an  author. 
And  this  is  what  brings  us  back  to  the  central 
problem:  the  impossibility  of  reacting  to  the  work 
without  reacting  to  Williams  the  person.  You 
have  to  take  it  all,  the  entire  package:  the  elo- 
quent, sad,  selfish,  neurotic,  alcoholic,  drug-ad- 
dicted, poetic  mess  that  he  undoubtedly  was.  Not 
to  mention  that  period  of  "clinical  depression." 
Madness  in  all  its  degrees  is  something  that 
should  be  regarded  with  suspicion  by  gay  people. 
There  are  reasons,  both  political  and  social,  for 
people  being  defined  as  "crazy"  in  our  society. 
Tennessee  Williams'  biographers  are  very  aware 
of  a  majority  (straight?)  response  of  attraction/- 
repulsion  to  a  life  like  Williams',  and  are  aiming 
for  a  high  spot  on  the  best  seller  lists  by  means  of 
this  form  of  pseudo-biographic  exploitation. 
From  Williams'  Suddenly  Last  Summer: 

"Sebastian  had  no  public  name  as  a  poet. ..  He 
dreaded,  abhorred!  —  false  values  that  come 
from  being  publicly  known,  from  fame,  from 
personal — exploitation .' ' 

Right  on  cue,  enter  Dotson  Rader,  who  was  a 
"friend"  of  Tennessee's  and  has  written  his  per- 
sonal—I  knew  him  well  and  saw  him  at  his  worst 
—account  of  Tennessee's  life.  The  book  is  sum- 
mer beach  reading  at  its  best,  and  I  devoured  the 


whole  thing  quickly.  The  effect  it  had  on  me  was 
quite  strange.  Perhaps  you  remember  seeing 
Suddenly  Last  Summer  and  finding  it  disturbing 
and  a  bit  funny  at  the  same  time,  an  uncomforta- 
ble film  or  play  because  it  brushed  so  close  to 
your  own  fears  of  meeting  a  bad  end  because... 
well,  just  because?  This  is  the  overall  feeling  of 
Tennessee:  Cry  of  the  Heart.  Dotson  Rader 
whisks  us  through  one  scene  of  debauchery  to  the 
next  until  we  arrive  at:  "Tennessee  choked  to 
death."  Many  of  the  book's  anecdotes  are  stolen 
directly  from  Tennessee's  Memoirs,  a  book 
much  more  worth  the  read  than  Rader's  offering. 
Tennessee:  Cry  of  the  Heart  is  an  exercise  in 
name-dropping  and  sensationaUsm— a  glamour 
fix  worthy  of  Warhol  and  the  Max's^Cansas  City 
era  that  spawned  Rader  and  allowed  him  to  be- 
lieve this  exploitation  was  journalism.  This  is 
surely  not  the  work  of  someone  sensitive  to  Wil- 
liams' memory.  1  mean,  what  does  Rader  expect 
us  to  think  after  reading  this  book?  That  every- 
thing we  knew  about  Williams  up  until  this  point 
was  inadequate,  and  that  without  this  expose  on 
just  how  lurid  and  disgusting  things  got  we  were 
still  ignorant  of  "the  whole  truth"?  This  is  insult- 
ing to  a  man  who  was  obviously  lonely,  and  who 
no  doubt  trusted  Rader  as  a  friend.  Cry  of  the 
Heart  confirms  a  cryptic  reality  present  in 
Blanche's  famous  closing  line,  and  it  proves  that 
money  is  capable  of  making  you  do  anything, 
even  sell  a  dead  friend  up  the  river  to  get  a  piece  of 
the  mountain  for  yourself.  It  is  a  comfort  to  know 
that  Williams'  work  itself  will  always  eclipse  such 
callous  attempts  at  "revealing"  who  and  what 
the  artist ' '  was .' '  Tennessee  was  his  work,  and  the 
work  embodied  a  complex,  tragically  beautiful 
worid — a  worid  of  sensual  encounters  with  the 
mythical  stranger,  a  worid  where  poetry  and  pain 
in  the  form  of  a  fragile  glass  object  totters  precari- 
ously on  the  edge  of  reality:  and  finally,  a  worid 
where  the  sensitive  people  can  be  pushed  until 
they  shatter  into  a  million  pieces.  When  they  do 
so,  each  jagged  piece  of  their  broken  existences 
catches  the  light  and  ultimately  reflects  truth— 
the  hideous  truth. 

They  had  devoured  parts  of  him.  Tom  or  cut 
parts  of  him  away  with  their  hands  or  knives  or 
maybe  those  jagged  tin  cans  they  made  music 
with,  they  had  torn  bits  of  him  away  and  stuf- 
fed them  into  those  gobbling  fierce  little 
mouths  of  theirs. 

This  is  a  horrific  vision:  it  is  Tennessee's  ultimate 
fear  made  cinema  history,  and  finally  into  myth. 
Beauty  and  Tragedy.  And  why  was  Tennessee 
tragic?  Because  he  ultimately  believed  in  the  grid 
he  laid  down  before  himself  with  his  own  words— 
a  grid  whose  pattern  was  perfected  with  every 
passing  year,  making  escape  impossible.  "Who- 
ever you  are  —  I  have  always  depended  on  the 
kindness  of  strangers."  Apparently  Tennessee  in- 
tended that  famous  quote  as  a  laugh  line,  but  in 
his  Memoirs  he  said, 

Laughter  has  always  been  my  substitution  for 
lamentation  and  I  laugh  as  loudly  as  I  would 
lament  if  I  hadn '  t  discovered  a  useful  substitute 
for  weeping. 

So  what  is  the  "truth"  about  Tennessee  Williams? 
I  don't  think  we  will  ever  have  an  easy  answer,  be- 
cause Tennessee' s  genius  was  his  abihty  to  create  il- 
lusion—"deception,  deception,  deception."  This 
is  what  made  him  a  writer  for  the  theatre:  a  worid 
where  the  'beautiful  rainbow  colours'  are  what  is 
real,  and  where  the  artist  must  stay  one  step  ahead 
of  whoever  tries  to  hold  him  under  the  gaze  of  a  sin- 
gle spodight.  But  money  is  made  by  trying,  and 
legends  become  myths,  so  room  must  be  made  on 
that  mountain.  The  two  most  recent  books  about 
Tennessee  (no  doubt  there  will  be  others  to  follow) 
try  to  tackle  what  I  think  the  man  himself  made  im- 
possible: defining  who  was  behind  the  magical 
gauze  curtain.  • 


Breaking  out  of 
the  ^' pink-collar"  ghetto 

Women  employed  in  non-traditional  jobs 

often  fmd  themselves  isolated  in  the  workplace 

and  suspect  in  society 


Alone  in  a  Crowd:  Women  in  the  Trades  Tell 
Their  Stories,  edited  by  Jean  Reith  Schroedel. 
Temple  University  Press,  1985.  $24.95,  cloth. 

Anna  Marie  Smith  • 

Alone  in  a  crowd  fills  an  enourmous  gap 
in  the  literature  on  women  in  trades. 
Government  publications,  designed  to  promote 
affirmative  action,  are  too  glossy  and  vague  to  be 
of  much  use;  no  one  ever  sweats  in  a  government 
pamphlet.  The  work  of  academic  women's  stu- 
dies researchers  which  often  features  oral  histor- 
ies, is  somewhat  more  accurate  but  lacks  the  per- 
sonal quality  and  complexity  of  this  collection. 
Twenty-five  women  present  their  stories.  They 
talk  about  how  they  became  involved  in  "non-tra- 
ditional" occupations,  their  working  conditions. 


carefully  selected  her  contributors;  some  of  the 
women  are  old  enough  to  recall  working  during 
Worid  War  II,  others  are  young  single  mothers, 
several  are  women  of  colour  and,  yes,  there  is  one 
lesbian. 

Nowadays,  there  is  very  little  fanfare  when  wo- 
men enter  the  trades;  no  patriotic  posters  as  in 
World  War  II,  no  human  interest  stories  in  the 
family  section  of  the  newspaper.  Marge  Kirck,  a 
concrete  truck  driver,  puts  it  this  way:  "The  ma- 
jor thing  I  would  say  to  women  going  into  this 
work  is  try  not  to  bullshit  yourself  into  this  kind  of 
romantic  idea.  The  romantic  side  is  just  not 
there.  It's  hard  work.  Period." 

The  book  is  apdy  titled.  The  women  speak  of 
the  difficulty  they  have  fitting  in  to  a  traditionally 
male  environment.  They  often  feel  isolated,  and 


the  problems  they  face  and  the  effect  of  their  work 
on  their  self-images  and  their  relationships  with 
friends,  lovers  and  families.  The  book  is  not  repe- 
titious because  of  its  accurate  reflection  of  the 
amazing  diversity  of  women  who  find  themselves 
working  in  non-traditional  occupations. 
All  of  the  women  in  the  book  come  from  work- 
ing class  backgrounds.  They  all  took  non-tradi- 
tional jobs  out  of  economic  need,  often  after 
lenghty  searches  for  job  security.  The  editor  has 


must  cope  with  overt  sexual  harassment  and  the 
more  insidious  exclusion  from  their  male  co- 
workers, cruel  sexual  jokes,  threats  of  rape,  cons- 
tant criticisms  and  a  general  lack  of  cooperation 
from  the  men  in  situations  where  team  work  is 
essential.  As  a  result,  their  self-images  as  women 
and  workers  change  radically;  some  adapt,  some 
fight  back,  some  do  not  survive. 

Lesbians  in  non-traditional  jobs  find  them- 
selves in  a  particularly  stressful  situation.  Teresa 
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Selfe,  a  lesbian  who  worked  as  a  sailor  on  an  oil 
tanicer,  says  her  straight  co-worlcers  (male  and  fe- 
male) were  "functioning  in  a  very  different  reality 
than  I  was."  Many  straight  women  cope  with  the 
perceived  threat  to  their  femininity  that  working 
with  men  creates  by  over-emphasizing  their  fem- 
inine qualities.  Several  of  the  women  in  the  col- 
lection speak  of  their  constant  efforts  to  prove 
their  femininity  in  traditional  terms  to  both  co- 
workers and  family.  Their  sexual  identities  are 
held  suspect  and  most  heterosexual  women  res- 
pond with  a  strong  reaffirmation  of  their  sexual 
"normalcy."  Dykes  receive  a  special  degree  of 
harassment  and  are  further  isolated  from  threat- 
ened straight  women  who  often  either  avoid  them 

"The  major  thins  I 
would  say  to  women 
going  into  this  kind  of 
work  is  try  not  to 
bullshit  yourself  Into 
this  romantic  kind  of 
idea.  The  romantic  side 
is  just  not  there,  it's 
hard  work.  Period.'' 


or  flirt  with  them.  Says  Selfe,  "They  just  basic- 
ally treated  me  in  many  ways  the  same  as  they 
gamed  around  with  the  men....  If  women  are  the 
only  people  you're  inclined  to  open  up  to  or  feel 
any  emotional  attachments  to,  the  double  mes- 
sage really  takes  its  toll."  Lesbians  in  non- 
traditional  jobs  can  experience  a  degree  of  isola- 
tion, alienation  and  loneliness  perhaps  not  felt  by 
their  straight  co-workers. 

The  overall  impression  that  the  reader  is  left 
with  is  that  these  jobs  entail  a  critical  amount  of 
stress  and  exposure  to  health  and  safety  dangers. 
Workers  have  managed  to  improve  conditions 
through  union  activity,  but  the  majority  of  these 
women's  jobs  are  still  tailored  for  workers  who 
are  part  of  a  traditional  nuclear  family  unit.  Most 
of  these  women  are  parents,  yet  they  have  no  one 
working  full-time  at  home  on  domestic  chores 
and  child-rearing.  They  are  often  dependent  on 
inadequate  childcare  services  and  reluctant 
spouses  for  help. 

But,  in  spite  of  all  the  hazards  and  the  hassles, 
these  women  all  take  an  obvious  pride  in  their 
work  and  describe  their  duties  in  great  detail. 
They  derive  a  real  satisfaction  which  is  denied 
most  women  who  work  in  the  more  traditional 
service  sector. 

In  a  broader  sense,  working  in  trades  provides 
women  with  initmate  knowledge  of  the  work- 
place behaviour  and  relationships  in  the  "boys 
club"  of  industrial  skilled  labour.  The  women 
speak  about  the  de-mystification  of  men's  rela- 
tionships which  occurs  through  their  experi- 
ences. As  a  result,  many  of  them  became  more 
aggressive  in  their  personal  and  working  relation- 
ships with  men.  Given  more  power  in  macho  and 
intensely  hierarchical  workplaces,  and  a  more 
important  role  in  union  organizing,  these  women 
can  survive  and  change  the  conditions  of  non- 
traditional  labour  for  the  better.  • 


Anna  Marie  Smith  worked  as  a  bench  and  structural 
assembler  at  DeHavilland  A  ircrqft  of  Canada,  and  is 
now  doing  graduate  studies  in  political  science  at  the 
University  of  Toronto. 


Looking  at  life 
through  untinted  glasses 

Straightforward  reflections  of  life 
as  she  sees  it,  in  two  new  collections  of  essays 


Inland  Passage,  by  Jane  Rule.  Lester  dOrpen 
Denny s,  1985.  $12.95.  Naiad  Press,  1985. 
$7.95  US. 

A  Hot-Eyed  Moderate,  by  Jane  Rule.  Naiad 
Press,  1985.  $7.95  US. 

Ian  Thorn  m 

The  recent  publication  of  two  books  by 
Jane  Rule  provides,  quite  simply,  great 
pleasure.  Rule  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  our  most 
accomplished  writers. 

The  first,  A  Hot-Eyed  Moderate,  reprints  a 
number  of  essays  and  reviews  which  have  appear- 
ed elsewhere  and  a  series  of  columns  from  TBP.  It 
is  splendid  to  read  these  again.  At  once  intelligent 
and  humane.  Rule's  arguments  are  make  all  the 
more  beguiling  by  her  highly  personal  use  of 
language. 

The  essays  range  from  reflections  on  dietary 
habits  to  a  discussion  of  Rule's  views  on  censor- 
ship. Her  comments  on  aging,  on  sexual  prefer- 
ence and  activities  bespeak  a  breadth  of  under- 
standing. While  one  may  not  always  support 
Rule's  viewpoints,  one  cannot  argue  with  her 
candour  and  the  straightforward  presentation  of 
her  ideas.  The  plainness  of  the  language  is  in  itself 
pleasurable. 

The  book  is  divided  into  sections  —  essays 
which  reflect  on  her  craft,  on  her  role  in  lesbian 
literature,  in  gay  life  and  autobiographical  vi- 
pettes.  Of  interest  are  essays  on  the  gay  press 
and  the  realities  of  writing  and  being  an  unofficial 
"education  officer"  for  the  larger  heterosexual 


worid. 

She  displays  particular  insight  in  her  profile 
pieces— as  in  her  fiction,  things  visual  are  discus- 
sed and  commented  on  with  particular  acuity. 
The  sense  of  balance  and  yet  the  subterranean  fire 
of  a  figure  like  west-coast  artist  John  Comer  is 
wonderfully  evoked. 

A  piece  written  to  commemorate  the  tenth  an- 
niversary of  Auden's  death  remains  a  superb 
miniature.  Her  description  of  her  own  initial  un- 
easiness and  the  strained,  yet  loving,  relationship 
of  the  poet  and  Chester  Kalman  is  masterful.  The 
tragedy  of  Auden's  life  was  the  failure  of  his  be- 
loved to  return  that  love.  Rule  has  handled  the 
whole  with  both  delicacy  and  insight.  Auden  be- 
comes a  vivid  presence  and  this  reader  regretted 
the  piece  finishing  so  soon. 

A  special  reward  of  this  book  is  that  it  reveals 
so  much  of  Rule  herself.  She  emerges  as  a 
thoughtful,  good-humoured  and  very  likeable 
human  being.  More  importantly,  the  opinions 
expressed  in  the  essays  reveal  Rule  as  a  writer  of 
depth  and  substance.  She  is  not  afraid  to  go  on 
record,  even  if  her  opinion  will  not  meet  with  uni- 
versal approbation.  This  Hot-Eyed  Moderate— 
I  assume  this  refers  to  her  political  stance  and  her 
acuity  (both  visual  and  intellectual)— is  a  living 
national  treasure.  This  is  not  because  she  is  with- 
out fault  (Rule  is  disarmingly  modest  about  her 
own  accomplishments),  but  because  she  allows 
us  to  see  the  humanity  we  all  share. 

The  second  new  book,  Inland  Passage,  is  a 
collection  of  short  stories.  Although  some  of 


these  works  have  been  published  or  broadcast  be- 
fore, well  over  half  of  the  stories  appear  for  the 
first  time  here.  They  are  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  Rule  corpus. 

A  number  of  Harry  and  Anna  stories  delineate 
with  sympathy  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  par- 
enting and  marriage.  If  sometimes,  as  in  "A  Mig- 
rant Christmas,"  things  work  out  a  little  too  cos- 
ily, stories  such  as  "Musical  Beds' '  seem  only  too 
likely.  "A  Chair  for  George"  and  "A  Matter  of 
Numbers"  both  display  an  understanding  and 
depth  of  character  too  often  lacking  in  short  fic- 
tion. The  common  feature  of  these  stories  is  that 
they  manage,  despite  their  relative  brevity,  to 
give  us  a  good  sense  of  the  protagonists.  Joy,  in 
the  story  of  the  same  tide,  seems  the  perfect  naif 
— bhssfully  hoping,  indeed  expecting  that  things 
will  all  work  out  and  so,  in  some  bizarrely ,  Amer- 
ican way,  they  do. 

Rule  has,  as  is  made  evident  in  these  stories,  a 
positive  oudook  on  life  and  people  in  general. 
Her  characters  seem  to  possess  no  hint  of  malice 
and  yet  neither  are  they  sugary  sweet.  The  manip- 
ulative figure  Gillian  in  "His  nor  Hers"  is  finally 
caught  in  a  trap  of  her  own  making.  This  some- 
how seems  only  fair.  Her  unwillinpess  to  make  a 
commitment  is  ft^aught  with  a  certain  danger— 
maybe  you  will  be  left  alone. 

Rule's  characters  are  emotional  beings,  but,  in 
general  they  have  a  considerable  resilience  and 
strength  (something  they  get,  no  doubt,  from 
their  creator).  The  relationship  between  Margar- 
et and  Tess  in  "The  Real  Worid"  is  a  case  in 
point.  Margaret,  struggling  to  accept  her  daugh- 
ter's lesbianism  and  remember  the  admonitions 
of  her  now  dead  husband  to  be  understanding; 
Tess,  impatient  and  in  love  with  Armie,  but  re- 
spectful of  her  mother,  make  for  a  wonderftil,  if 
subtle,  tension  in  the  story. 

Rule's  use  of  language  is,  as  in  her  non-fiction, 
quite  simple.  She  is  not  a  writer  who  uses  dense 
metaphors  or  elaborate  vocabulary.  What  seems 
particular  to  her  style  is  a  sense  of  the  visual.  One 
can  easily  imagine  "hard-done  by  snapdragons 
(which)  bloom  dustily  by  the  fence"  or  "rocks 
like  Easter  eggs"  or  a  shipboard  bathroom  with 
"coveriess  toilet,  sink  and  triangle  of  a  shower." 

What  are  not  so  simple  are  the  emotional  jun- 
gles of  our  lives.  Stories  such  as  "The  Investment 
Years,"  "The  Pruning  of  the  Apple  Trees"  and 
"Slogans"  explore  our  ability  to  complicate  our 
Hves  or  to  cope  with  adversity.  "Slogans"  pro- 
vides a  view  of  a  dying  woman  and  an  old  friend '  s 
reaction  to  that  dying  which  is  at  once  touching 
and  true. 

One  of  Rule's  stories,  "Puzzle,"  concerns  a 
writer  of  popular,  romantic  fiction  now  past  her 
prime,  and  this  collection  is  not  without  reward 
for  those  romantics  amongst  us  (yes,  I  include 
myselO-  "Inland  Passage,"  the  tide  story,  is  a 
wonderful  tale  of  two  women  falling  in  love.  Rich 
in  regional  imagery  (a  delight  to  a  west-coast  na- 
tive), the  story  documents  their  unfolding  to  each 
other,  the  awakening  of  new  emotions,  in  a  realis- 
tic and  telling  way. 

Lester  and  Orpen  Dennys  and  Naiad  Press  are 
to  be  congratulated  for  bringing  these  collections 
to  us.  One  cannot,  alas,  congatulate  Naiad  on 
the  volumes  themselves.  An  ugly  typeface,  poor 
layout  and  a  number  of  typos  mar  the  interior  of 
the  books  and  the  covers  are  nothing  short  of  hid- 
eous. Surely  someone  as  visually  acute  as  Rule 
deserves  better.  Finally,  Naiad  would  do  well  to 
get  a  new  writer  for  their  jacket  blurbs- can  we 
not  describe  Rule's  talent  in  a  more  positive  way 
than  "fully  matured"?  Next  it  will  be  the  ripe  tal- 
ent of  Jane  Rule!  Naiad's  attention  to  Rule's 
work  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  We  would 
all  be  poorer  without  it.  • 
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA 


An  ^  ^objective'' 
textbook  for  gay  pride 

Stonewall  is  only  a  small  part 

of  this  comprehensive  Spanish-language  survey  of 

our  history  and  our  global  community 


Homosexualidad  Hoy  by  Antoni  Mirabel  i 
Mullol.   Editorial  Herder,  1985. 


Tim  McCaskell  • 

There  comes  a  point  in  the  development 
of  knowledge  when  someone  feels  oblig- 
ed to  "write  it  all  down"  systematically.  This 
urge  is  usually  a  self-defeating  one.  Knowlege 
constantly  outstrips  its  recorders.  The  task 
proves  impossible,  foolish,  at  best  quaint. 

For  that  reason,  it  was  without  a  great  deal  of 
enthusiasm  that  I  agreed  to  review  Mirabet  i 
Mullol's  daunting  Homosexualidad  Hoy  (Ho- 
mosexuality Today),  a  490  page  compendium  of 
existing  knowlege  about  homosexuality.  But 
while  the  book  is  hardly  light  summer's  reading  it 
is  thankfully,  still  far  too  schematic  to  act  as  an 
encyclopedia.  What  Mirabet  has  produced  is  a 
more  than  useful  textbook  for  people  coming 
out,  or  struggling  with  their  prejudices  against 
homosexuality. 

When  I  came  out,  five  years  after  Stonewall, 
one  of  the  most  valuable  books  to  fall  into  my 
hands  was  Wainwright  Churchill's  Homosexual 
Behavior  Among  Males.  Under  the  guise  of  a 
"cross  cultural  and  cross  species  investigation," 
Churchill's  1967  book  debunked  one  by  one  the 
naturalistic,  pyschialric,  religious,  and  pseudo 
scientific  arguments  against  homosexuality  that 
had  terrified  me  for  years.  For  the  first  time  I 
didn't  feel  like  a  freak.  1  recognized  my  orienta- 
tion as  part  of  a  grand  continuity  that  spanned 
both  history  and  biology.  And  I  came  away  with 
a  few  arguments  to  defend  myself.  The  book  was 
the  foundation  for  my  growing  gay  pride. 

Homosexualidad  Hoy  covers  much  of  the 
same  ground  and  serves  much  the  same  purpose. 
Part  one  begins  with  Kinsey ,  skips  through  Freud 
and  leads  us  around  Beach  and  Ford's  historic 
cross  cultural  and  animal  studies  before  review- 
ing the  major  literature  written  since,  from 
Masters  and  Johnson  to  Bell  and  Weinberg.  Part 
two  is  a  history  of  gay  repression  from  classical 
times  through  the  Inquisition  to  the  development 
of  the  "post  Christian"  state.  Part  three  recounts 
the  history  of  the  gay  movement  from  the  turn  of 
the  century  and  part  four  focuses  on  the  achieve- 
ments of  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  in  the  au- 
thor's native  Catalonia. 

Like  Churchill,  Mirabet's  tone  is  pro-gay  but 
studiously  "objective."  His  credentials  are  based 
on  his  psychotherapeutic  contact  "with  different 
persons  who  practice  homosexuality  in  different 
ways"  and  degrees  in  psychology  from  the  uni- 
versities of  Barcelona  and  Strasbourg.  He  also 
turns  out  to  be  a  priest,  which  may  help  explain 
the  attention  he  lavishes  on  various  theological 
positions  and  debates,  as  well  as  his  failure  to 
identify  any  sexuality  of  his  own. 

Unlike  Churchill,  Mirabet  was  able  to  work 
closely  with  a  well  organized  gay  movement  which 
finds  a  strong  voice  in  his  pages.  The  book's  pref- 
ace is  written  by  Armand  de  Fluvia,  one  of  the  or- 
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iginal  founders  of  Spain's  oldest  gay  liberation  or- 
ganization, the  FAGC,  current  president  of  Barcel- 
ona's Instituto  Lambda.  De  Fluvia  who  also  re- 
viewed the  manuscript  before  publication,  is  eas- 
ily the  best  known  gay  person  in  Spain. 

Homosexualidad  Hoy  is  focused  very  clearly 
on  Europe — a  breath  of  fresh  air  given  the  domin- 
ance of  American  material  and  sources  usually 
available.  Stonewall  is  reduced  to  a  far-off  echo 
compared  to  the  historical  sections  focusing  on 
Holland,  Germany,  France  and  Spain  or  the  re- 
cent legislative  victories  in  different  European  par- 
liaments. It  reminds  us  that  gay  liberation  neither 
begins  nor  ends  under  the  stars  and  stripes. 

Homosexualidad  Hoy  should  be  part  of  the 
reference  library  of  every  Spanish  speaking  lesbi- 
an or  gay  activist.  (A  Catalan  version  is  also 
available.)  And  it  is  just  one  of  the  growing  num- 
ber of  Spanish  language  tides  now  available  at 
Toronto's  Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  Owner  Jearid 
Moldenhauer  who  originally  saw  carrying  Span- 
ish titles  as  a  specialty  service  has  been  surprised 
by  the  rapid  turnover  and  continues  to  expand 
the  selection.  "By  October  we  will  have  over  100 
Spanish  language  titles,"  he  said. 

With  Toronto's  Latin  American  population 
now  well  over  100,000,  books  \\Vt  Homosexuali- 
dad Hoy  will  soon  be  training  a  whole  new  gener- 
ation of  activists.  • 


Cairn  Needs 


"I'm  played  out."  he  sprav^/led 

—  an  attractive,  mismanaged 
masculinity... 

He  riveted  need 

—  his  denim  indolence,  his 
ripe  genital  bulge... 

Gently  1  stripped  him 

—  shorts  last,  whereupon  he  flexed 
"My  balls  itch."  and  yawned... 


Cairn  Offerings 


My  first  lover  snored, 
thwack  apologetic  sounds 
all  night  (I  loved  it!) 

My  dear  second  was 
two  inches  less  than  his  own 
estimate  (at  least!) 

My  next  will  be  a 
modest  giant,  dumb  to  all 
niceties  (but  nf)e!) 


EO  Dorian  descnbes  his  cairn  form  as  "SI  mir- 
aculous syllables  ■  which  attempt  the  "excitement 
and  impact"  of  rendenng  an  Amencan  perception 
within  three  exact  17-syllable  haiku. 
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9Sh9W 


SUBSCRIBE. 


It*s  the  best  way  to  make  sure  you 

don't  miss  a  single  issue  of  The 

Body  Politic.  And  it's  easy,  too. 

Use  the  card  you'll  find  in  this 

issue,  or  check  the  back  cover  for 

out  toll-free  subscription-order 

phone  number. 


San  Francisco's  finest  leather  is  now 
available  in  Vancouver!!! 
custom  •v/holesale  •  mail-order 

for  catalogue  send  ^3.00 

to  IMAGE  LEATHER 
721- 810  W.  Broadway 
Vancouver,  BC  V5Z  4C9 

(^2.00  off  first  order) 


leather  &  rubber  for  men  &  women 
for  information  call  Mack  at  430-5512 


Designers 
welcome 


Beowulf 

Clothing  for  Men 
17   St.   Joseph   Street 
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Last  minute  withdrawal 


This  form  is  gone,  but  the  lessons  to  be  learned  from  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
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Ontario 


SEROLOGY 
To  be  completed  by  ORIGINATING  PHYSICIAN,  sealed  and  submitted  with  patient's  specimen 


Patient's  Surname 


Date  of  Birth 


Sex: 
QM  QF 


03l«  Specimen  Coliected 


Date  of  Onset 


First  Name/or  Initials 


Doctor's  Phone  No. 


Please  print/stamp  doctor's  address  clearly  and  firmly  below,   include  postal  code. 


CONFIDENTIAL  WHEN   COMPLETED 

PATIENT'S  SYMPTOMS 

PATIENT'S  RISK  GROUP 

Q  None 

D  Weight  Loss 

DtHomosexual/Bisexual  Male 

[     1    Endemic  area  immigrant  oi  traveller 

□  Fever 

Q  Night  Sweats 

CI] Intravenous  Drug  Abuser 

LJ   Recipient  of  blood/blood  product 

Q  Fatigue 

1 — 1  Generalized 

1 — 1  Lvmphadenopathv 

DHemophiliac 

D  Parenteral  Exposure 

Q  Diarrhea 
D  Skin  Rash 

n  Confirmed  AIDS  case 
□  Other  (specify  below) 

Sexual  partner  or  offspring  of 

patient  with  AIDS;  ARC  or 

LJ  positive  HTLV  IH  Serology 

U  None 

D  Occupational  accident 
(specify  below) 

DONOR  OF:     ORGAN  D           BLOODD              SEMEN  D                      OTHER  □ 

Date  of  Previous 
HTLV  MI/LAV  SEROLOGY: 

PREVIOUS 
PHL  Lab.  No. 

LABORATORY  USE  ONLY 


SCREENING  TEST 


RESULTS: 


REMARKS: 


CONFIRMATORY  TEST 

[— ]  Further 
report  to 
follow 


S 

M 


Date  Reported 


The  day  before 

the  Western  Blot 

test  was  made 

available  to  doctors 

through  Ontario 

testing  centres,  this 

laboratory 

requisition  form 

was  recalled 


Telephone    (416)  248-7130 


This  short-lived  form  was  issued  in  late  October  by  the  Ontario  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  controversial  laboratory  requisition  form  has  now  been  withdrawn  and  will  be 
replaced  with  a  new  form  eliminating  the  section  for  the  patient's  risk  group  classifi- 
cation and  the  requirement  to  include  the  patient's  name.  The  form  was  to  be  used  by 
doctors  to  request  serological  testing  for  the  AIDS  antibody.  The  Western  Blot  test  is 
used  to  confirm  the  presence  of  antibodies  to  the  AIDS  virus.  It  is  done  when  the  ini- 
tial screening  or  ELISA  test  shows  a  positive  result  (meaning  that  antibodies  are  pres- 
ent). Until  November  1,  the  Western  Blot  and  ELISA  test  had  been  available  only 
through  the  Central  Laboratories  for  Disease  Control  in  Ottawa. 

Patient's  Risk  Group.  An  information  booklet  was  distributed  along  with 
the  form  entitled,  Information  Jor  Physicians  on  (he  HTLV-S  Antibody  Test.  The 
booklet  briefly  informs  the  physician  about  the  nature  of  the  disease,  the  serological 
testing  procedures,  the  meaning  of  a  positive  or  negative  test  result  and  the 
physician's  role  in  counselling  the  patient.  Section  V  reads:  "Should  a  Physician  re- 
quest the  patient  to  sign  a  consent  form  before  the  test  is  ordered?  This  is  a  personal 
decision  each  physician  must  make  and  will  depend  on  the  relationship  established 


with  each  individual  patient.  However, 
in  view  of  the  social  or  economic  disad- 
vantage or  prejudice  which  may  affect 
the  patient  as  an  indirect  result  of 
HTLV-3  antibody  testing,  physicians 
may  wish  to  obtain  the  patient's  written 
consent."  Later  in  the  booklet,  doctors 
are  also  warned : ' '  Knowing  the  results  of 
the  HTLV-3  antibody  test  could  be  dis- 
tressful to  the  patient  because  of  uncer- 
tainty and  confusion  about  the  clinical 
implications  of  the  test.  In  addition, 
should  the  test  results  become  available 
to  unauthorized  persons,  discrimination 
against  the  individual  in  employment, 
insurance  or  other  personal  related  mat- 
ters might  occur." 

Results.  Once  the  test  is  done,  any 
number  of  things  may  happen.  In  Onta- 
rio, under  section  29  of  the  Health  Pro- 
tection and  Promotion  Act,  laborator- 
ies are  required  to  report  any  positive  test 
findings  related  to  a  reportable  disease 
within  24  hours.  AIDS  was  designated  a 
reportable  disease  in  1983.  A  regulation 
passed  on  October  3  of  this  year  states 
that  the  report  must  include  the  patient's 
name,  address  and  date  of  birth.  Plague 
and  syphilis  are  also  reportable  diseases 
but  in  the  case  of  AIDS  antibody  testing, 
it  remains  unclear  why  the  reporting  of 
names  would  be  necessary.  In  cases  of 
syphilis,  names  allow  for  a  follow-up 
treatment,  however,  there  is  no  treat- 
ment or  cure  for  AIDS.  Nor  does  the 
presence  of  antibodies  necessarily  mean 
that  the  virus  is  present  or  that  a  person 
could  pass  it  on  to  others. 

The  new  requisition  form  (not  yet  avail- 
able) will  not  identify  the  patient  as  being 
a  homosexual/bisexual  male,  due  to  the 
removal  of  the  patient's  risk  group  sec- 
tion. The  Ministry  also  indicates  that  a 
code  may  be  used  by  physicians  in  place 
of  the  patient's  name,  ensuring  more  pro- 
tection for  the  patient.  A  positive  test, 
however,  is  still  reportable  and  it  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  doctors  will  identify 
patients  if  required  by  the  medical  health 
officer.  Some  physicians,  as  well  as  the 
Hassle-Free  Clinic,  have  indicated  that 
they  will  not  release  patient's  names. 

Russel  Armstrong 
and  Doug  Grenville  • 
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AESTHETERA 


PRINT 


It  has  often  been  said  that  scholarly  books  on  gay 
topics  in  literature,  art,  history,  have  httle  chance 
of  being  received  fairly.  They  are  met  either  by 
embarrassed  silence  or  by  scathing  hostility. 
Gore  Vidal  says  with  his  usual  charm  that  "scho- 
larly studies  having  to  do  with  fags  do  not  get 
reviewed  in  the  United  States' ' — John  Boswell's 
Christianity',  Social  Tolerance  and  Homosexu- 
ality  being  a  recent  and  notable  exception.  As  for 
scathing  reviews,  there  is  the  infamous  one  by 
Robert  Boyers  of  Robert  K  Martin's  The  Homo- 
sexual Tradition  in  American  Poetry  which  had 
the  memorable  title  "The  Ideology  of  the  Steam- 
bath"  (Times  Literary  Supplement,  May  30, 
1980). 

A  lot  depends,  of  course,  on  where  gay  scho- 
larly books  are  reviewed.  There  is  a  splended  re- 
view of  Alan  Bray's  Homosexuality  in  Renais- 
sance England  by  the  well-known  social  histor- 
ian, Christopher  Hill,  in  History  Workshop  18 
(Routledge  &  Kegan  Paul,  Broadway  House, 
Newton  Road,  Henley-on-Thames,  Oxford- 
shire, England  RG9  lEN,  individual  subscrip- 
tion £10,  institutions  £15).  History  Workshop  is 
an  unusual  journal  because  it  is  based  in  the  work 
of  local  groups  of  historians  who  work  mainly 
outside  universities.  As  it  says  on  the  front  it's  "a 
journal  of  socialist  and  feminist  historians"  and 
it  has  built  a  solid  reputation  for  its  work.  History 
Workshop  19  includes  a  study  of  prostitution  in 
eariy  16th-century  Augsberg  (which  is  in  modem 
West  Germany).  History  Workshop  is  a  bit  ex- 
pensive for  most  of  us  but  it  should  certainly  be  in 
resource  centres  and  libraries. 

Alan  O'Connor  % 


James  White,  an  Indiana-bom  poet  of  some  re- 
nown, died  at  the  age  of  45  in  1981  of  heart  dis- 
ease. While  spending  the  last  10  years  ofhis  life  in 
the  city  of  Minneapolis,  he  collected  around  him- 
self much  of  the  local  writing  talent  of  the  city  and 
state.  After  his  untimely  death,  a  small  group  of 
gay  men  began  holding  a  weekly  writer's  group  in 
1983  (still  in  existence)  in  order  to  create  a  forum 
for  discussion  and  creation,  in  light  of  the  dedica- 
tion of  their  poetyfriend  James  White.  It  was  from 
this  small  collection  of  writers  that  the  inspiration 
for  a  published  quarteriy  of  their  work  was  spark- 
ed. The  James  White  Review:  A  Gay  Men's  Lit- 
erary Quarterly  ($2  in  stores,  $6  for  one-year 
subscription:  Box  3356,  Traffic  Station,  Minnea- 
polis, MN  55043)  is  in  its  own  manner,  a  fitting 
hommage  to  the  memory  of  a  fine  poet  as  well  as  a 
delightful  collection  of  gay  contemporary  litera- 
ture from  the  heart  of  North  America.  The  Re- 
view is  a  unique  forum  for  gay  writers  to  share 
their  words  with  an  ever-increasing  literary  audi- 
ence. The  issues  contains  roughly  a  50-50  divi- 
sion between  poetry  and  prose,  both  of  which  can 
be  submited  to  the  paper.  The  paper  is  relatively 
young,  and  is  going  through  a  visually  strength- 
ening change,  making  it  quite  appealing  in  its 
layout  and  design;  it  is  also  possible  to  submit 
artwork  or  photographs  for  consideration. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  are  very  many  gay  writ- 
ers around,  struggling  for  a  voice  and  recognition 
through  their  words.  The  existence  of  a  paper 
such  as  The  James  White  Review  makes  this 
struggle  a  little  less  painful. 

Andrew  Thomas  Keith  • 


FICTION 


Putnam's  Sons  (200  Madison  Ave,  NYC  10016) 
has  released  in  time  for  Christmas  First 
Love/Last  Love:  New  Fiction  from  Christopher 
Street.  This  is  the  second  volume  of  fiction  that 
the  New  York  based  magazine  has  compiled 
since  its  inception  in  1976.  Since  then,  Christo- 
pher Street  has  nurtured  an  impressive  collection 
of  gay  authors,  who  have  originated  many  of 
their  works  in  the  magazine.  The  title  of  this  se- 
cond volume  of  fiction  is  taken  from  the  short 
story  by  author  Jane  Rule,  one  of  the  23  pieces  in 
the  collection.  Other  authors  included  are  An- 
drew HoUeran,  James  Purdy,  Ethan  Mordden 
and  Robert  Ferro,  to  name  a  few.  This  volume  is 
highly  recommended  to  lovers  of  literature  and  is 
an  exciting  companion  to  their  first  anthology 
Aphrodisiac:  Fiction  from  Christopher  Street. 
Be  sure  to  purchase  two  copies;  one  to  give  and 
one  to  keep.  Andrew  Thomas  Keith  % 


QkY  DAYS 


Barhette:  Birthday  boy/girl. 

December,  maybe  it's  my  bias,  but  I  find  Sagit- 
tarius to  be  one  of  the  most  sexually  appealing  of 
the  zodiac  figurines,  that  is  until  the  end-of-the- 
month  metamorphosis  to  goat-being  Capricorn. 
Famous  B-days  are  plentiful  this  month! 

Dec  Id— Emily  Dickinson  (born  1830);  "How 
can  she  be  a  lesbian?  She's  an  American." 
Dec  n—Quentin  Crisp  (born  1908);  Author  of 
The  Naked  Civil  Servant  living  and  writing  in 
New  York.  Jean  Marais  (born  1913);  More  fame 
as  Cocteau's  lover  than  as  actor. 
Dec  \5—Nero  (Lucius  Domitius  Ahenobar- 
bus,  Born  37  AD);  Flaming  queer  gone  ram- 
pant. 

Dec  16— Sir  Noel  Coward  (born  1899);  Such  a 
unique,  blithe  spirit. 

Dec  19— Barbette  (Vander  Clyde,  born  1904); 
Mother  of  modem  drag  took  Paris  and  Cocteau 
by  storm  in  the  '20s. 

Dec  25—  Immaculate  conception?  The  greatest 
story  never  told. 

Dec  27—  Marlene  Dietrich  (Maria  Magdalene 
von  Losch,  born  1904);  She  wore  the  pants  in  the 
film  industry. 

The  above  days  of  celebration  are  from  Martin 
Greifs  The  Gay  Book  of  Days  (Main  Street 
Press,  Secaucus,  New  Jersey). 

Andrew  Thomas  Keith  • 


S^p-petizcrs 

Soups 

Stuffed  Mushrooms                 t  00 

^oup  of  the  'Day                    I  50 

Shnmp  Cocktail                     5.50 

'Jrtnch  Onwn  Soup                 2.50 

Qarfu  Shnmp                        5.50 

tscargot                                 ,*  .95 

Cubbagi  ■Kalk                        225 

Sa[ads 

}{oiisi  Saiad                         i  SO 

Cae^r  SaUui                             3. SO        1 

'Entrees 

,n,luat>  J^ilif  Irr.^h 

rf,ffiabU.< 

'Etfinic  'Dishes 

Seafood 

•BmuUd  Chukt"                     tSS 

SoU  Sauu                            7-95 

Cattxigt  Xotli                         535 

Saute  Scalbps                      8.95 

Shufi  Xa^t                           7  95 

Stuffed  'Trout                         8  95 

fork.  Chops                            b35 

■}xsh  'Platter                           9.95 

l^ltnnn  SdtnlLut                     6.95 

(jarlu  Shnmp                         8.95 

Vtal  Alfredo  or  Tompadore    8.95 

^k  ^tmui  Utir  '/>ai/y  I'auh 

■WoodtnTlalurtl  or2)      19.95 
Lamti  Chops                           7.95 

Stealis 

"Hrw  yorkSirloit                1095 

'Desserts 

S?r«  Sttak                               S95 

■Dessert  of  the  •Pay 

'flfk  ^A,'ii(  Our  'liailt,  Spuiali 

'Beverages 

lea  or  Coffee                                75 

•Milk                                       125 

Spanish  Coffee 

5  50 

Lunch  11:30-2:30 

Dinner  5-10  (Sun-Thurs),  5-11  (Fri-Sat) 

Sunday  Brunch 

457  Church  Street,  Toronto.  (416)923-3469 


120  E    Afol  St  ,  P  O    Box  2326 

South  Padre  Island,  Texas  78597 

512/943-3632 


Robert  A, 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Ta\:  and  Account in/ii  Services 

922-6949 


97  Maitland  Street 
Toronto  M4  Y  IE3 
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AN  AROMA  FOR  YOUR  FANTASIES 


>••••••• 


i««***»*««««*«*«i 


Available  at  better  clubs, 
saunas  and  book  stores 
accross  Canada. 


Dealer  inquiries: 
J.  A.  L.  Enterprises  inc. 
66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto  (Ontario)  MSB  1G5 

Tel  :   (416)  977-4718 


llVt 


We 

your  langw^...  ^i^^  i 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 


CHOICE- 


We  have  fresh  top  quality  beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


Brandl 


...Can  we 
talk? 


Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  Ham-Spm,  Saturday  Ham-6pm 


SMALL  PRESS 


SHARED  GROUND 

Joy  Parks  • 

Lost  and  found, 
books  from  Naiad 

Despite  the  harsh  criticism  which  followed  the 
sale  of  excerpts  from  Lesbian  Nuns  to  Penthouse 
Forum,  Naiad  Press  continues  to  flourish.  Judg- 
ing by  recent  promotional  material,  1986  promi- 
ses to  be  its  finest  year  yet. 

The  following  three  books  bring  the  1 985  line- 
up to  a  romantic  end. 

Spring  Forward/Fall  Back  by  Sheila  Ortiz 
Taylor,  author  of  Faultline,  is  a  strange  and 
intensely  passionate  novel.  It  tells  the  story  of 
young  lesbian  Elizabeth  Rivers  and  her  wonder- 
ful collection  of  loving  friends.  Elizabeth  falls  in 
love  with  Marci,  a  woman  who  is  at  the  same  time 
both  her  familiar  and  her  opposite.  Spring  For- 
ward/Fall Back  covers  the  "heavy"  aspects  of 
life  —  birth,  death,  love,  children,  the  impor- 
tance of  home,  the  need  to  create  —  in  an  under- 
stated manner.  The  characters  are  strong  and  the 
serious  central  themes  in  the  novel  become  a  nat- 
ural part  of  the  unfolding  of  the  story.  The  result 
is  that  the  reader  comes  away  from  Spring  For- 
ward/Fall Back  moved  but  unable  to  conclude 
exactly  why  the  book  was  so  moving.  Taylor  is  a 
writer  of  skill  and  versatility  and  Spring  For- 
ward/Fall Back  is  a  richly  written  story  of  many 
kinds  of  love.  It  will  capture  the  willing  reader 
and  hold  her  long  after  the  last  page  is  turned. 

For  Keeps,  a  first  novel  by  Elizabeth  Nonas,  is 
a  frustrating  book.  It  has  much  potential,  but 
gives  the  reader  too  litde  of  the  story  far  too  late. 
In  the  aftermath  of  a  relationship,  protagonist 
Kate  tries  to  avoid  the  women  her  friends  find  for 
her,  wiling  away  her  time  with  the  teasing  Hilary 
and  the  sweet  and  sexy  Nicky.  She  finally  sorts 
through  her  feelings  of  hurt  and  rejection  and  is 
free  to  begin  again  with  a  woman  who  is  really  too 
good  to  be  true  (gorgeous,  sexy,  successful,  bril- 
liant, etc,  etc..)  While  this  relationship  looks 
like  it  might  be  one  of  the  most  important  and  las- 
ting loves  of  Kate's  life,  the  story  of  her  affair  with 
Lauren  doesn't  pull  out  of  neutral  until  the  last 
thirty  pages.  By  that  time,  the  reader  is  too  frus- 
trated to  really  care  what  happens.  Granted, 
there  are  some  strong  points.  Nonas  has  a  defi- 
nite gift  for  lustful,  slippery  scenes  and  the  tone  of 
the  book  is  upbeat.  But,  on  the  whole,  the  reader 
soon  tires  of  waiting  for  the  inevitable  penny  to 
drop  and  the  soon-to-be  happy  ending  is  a  weak 
reward  after  such  an  investment. 

Early  in  1985  Naiad  Press  published  We,  Too, 
Are  Drifting,  a  1930s  lesbian  classic  by  Gale  Wil- 
helm  (see  Shared  Ground,  TBP,  April  1985.)  In 
her  introduction,  publisher  Barbara  Grier  re- 
quested information  to  assist  her  in  her  search  for 
the  author.  With  luck,  hard  work  and  the  help  of 
an  anonymous  letter,  Grier  located  Gale  Wil- 
helm  and  was  able  to  tell  her  about  Naiad's  pro- 
ject to  republish  her  books.  Wilhelm,  now  in  her 
70s,  assured  Grier  that  she  had  not  been  lost,  say- 
ing "I  always  knew  where  I  was."  She  contribu- 
ted to  the  Naiad  re-release  of  her  1938  novel 
Torchlight  to  Valhalla  with  a  biographical  intro- 
duction and  recent  photos.  Thanks  to  the  con- 
cern and  work  of  Barbara  Grier  and  Naiad  Press, 
readers  today  not  only  have  the  opportunity  to 
read  this  classic  lesbian  book ,  but  also  the  chance 
to  share  in  the  real  life  drama  of  seeking  out  a  con- 
tributor to  our  literary  heritage  who  otherwise 
might  have  remained  lost  to  us. 


Wilhelm:  today  (above)  and  in  the  30s 

Torchlight  to  Valhalla,  written  in  the  highly 
stylized  manner  of  serious  literature  of  its  period, 
reads  more  Hke  a  series  of  intensified  epiphanies 
than  a  continuous  narrative.  The  plot  is  very  sim- 
ple: young  writer  Morgan  Teutonberg  is  beside 
herself  with  grief  over  the  death  of  her  father  and 
easy  prey  for  the  slick,  aggressive  Royal.  Royal 
loves  Morgan,  but  she  turns  from  him  and  re- 
mains emotionally  closed  until  she  falls  in  love 
with  the  enigmatic  Toni,  a  young  woman  who 
moves  into  the  cottage  next  to  Morgan's  house.  It 
is  stunning  to  think  of  the  great  courage  it  must 


have  taken  for  Wilhelm  to  write,  only  ten  years 
after  the  appearance  of  The  Well  of  Loneliness,  a 
novel  in  which  a  young  woman  spurns  a  man's 
affections  to  remain  with  her  woman  lover. 
Dense  with  emotion  and  filled  with  nuance  and 
poetry.  Torchlight  to  Kfl/Aa//fl  is  timeless,  a  story 
of  love  between  women  that  is  as  moving  now  as  it 
surely  must  have  been  to  those  lesbians  who  first 
read  it  in  1938.  • 

Spring  Forward/Fall  Back  by  Sheila  Ortiz  Taylor 

$7.95  (US). 

For  Keeps  by  Elizabeth  Nonas.  $7. 95  (US). 

Torvhiighno  VaUmlk  by  Gale  Wilhelm.  $7.95  (US). 

The  Naiad  fWss  Inc.  PO 10543,  Tallahassee.  Florida 

J2J02. 
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Welcome  to  The  Body  Politic  Classifieds  —  gay  people  making  contact 
with  each  other  across  Canada  and  beyond. 
It's  a  bargain.  Personal  ads  are  just  40C  a  word,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  $8.00.  Business  ads  (those  placed  for  any  profit-making  ser- 
vice) are  75c  per  word;  $15.00  minimum  —  or  call  our  advertising 
manager  at  (416)  364-6320  and  ask  about  reasonable  rates  for  display  ads. 
You  can  be  bold,  stand  out,  or  be  a  grabber!  For  a  small  additional  charge,  you  can  really  call  atten- 
tion to  your  ad  with  one  of  our  special  headings: 

BOLD:  27  CHARACTERS.  MAXIMUM.  ONLY  $5.00. 

STANDOUT:  20  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  AN  ADDITIONAL  $10.00. 

GRABBER!  15  CHARACTERS.  LEAP  OFF  THE  PAGE  FOR  $15.00! 

You  save  if  you  repeat  your  ad.  Run  your  message  twice,  and  you  save  15%.  Three  or  four  insertions 
save  you  20%;  five  to  nine  25%;  and  if  your  ad  runs  ten  or  more  times,  you  save  30%! 
And  you  save  if  you  subscribe.  Body  Politic  subscribers  can  deduct  $2  from  the  cost  of  their  ads.  And 
if  you  don't  have  a  subscription  yet,  you  can  order  one  on  the  form  below  —  and  still  get  $2  off. 
We'll  forward  your  responses.  If  you  don't  want  your  address  or  phone  number  to  appear  in  your 
ad,  we'll  assign  a  drawer  number  people  can  mail  to  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll  forward  your  responses 
to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  an  extra  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 
Conditions.  All  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  ar- 
rive by  the  advertising  deadline  given  below.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless 
you  instruct  us  otherwise.  Ad  replies  sent  to  a  drawer  number  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 
Some  rules:  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  party  is  under  2 1  years  of  age,  or  if  more  than  two  people  are 
involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
prohibits  specifications  based  on  race,  age  or  sex  in  any  ad  offering  employment.  Personal  ads  offering 
scenarios  that  might  reasonably  be  read  as  racially  or  otherwise  abusive  or  stereotypical  must  clearly 
indicate  that  what  is  being  requested  is  mutually  consensual  sexual  play  and  not  relations  of  genuine 
subservience,  such  as  employment.  We  reserve  the  right  to  reftise  or  alter  any  ad. 


•  CLASSIFIEDS* 


Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be 
positive  about  yourself  and  to  avoid  inadvertently  insulting  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  fems." 

How/  to  place  an  ad:  Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  Choose  a  Bold,  Standout  or  Grabber  heading  if  you 
want,  then  write  the  rest  of  your  message  in  the  boxes  below,  one  word  per  box.  Telephone  numbers 
count  as  one  word,  as  do  postal  codes.  The  amount  in  the  last  box  that  you  write  in  is  the  basic  cost  of 
your  ad.  Then,  calculate  your  total  cost:  add  charges  for  a  special  head  or  our  forwarding  service  if 
you've  chosen  them,  and  deduct  discounts  if  you  run  your  ad  more  than  once,  or  if  you  subscribe. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  payment  or  charge  information  to  us  at:  IBP  Ciassifleds,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  Or  you  can  place  your  ad  by  phone:  figure  out  what  you  want  to  say,  get  out 
your  charge  card  and  call  us  at  ^4 16)  364-6320.  Ask  for  the  person  in  charge  of  classified  ads. 

a^^^Hi^^^^HBHiaaiB^^^     How  toansweranad:  It'scHsy  —  and  it's  free. 


^^       .  %  •       A         ^^  ■  v«         w        w^      *•  A  •     %  I  •ft  iPut  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as 

Get  my  ad  into  The  Body  Politic  s  classifieds. 


My  heading  is  ^ 


My  text  is 


GRABBER! 

Maximum  15  characters 

STANDOUT 

Maximum  20  characters 

BOLD 

Maximum  27  characters 


S8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

S8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

58.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

{8.00 

$8.00 

$8.40 

$8.80 

$9.20 

$9.60 

SIO.OO 

$10.40 

$10.80 

$11.20 

$11.60 

$12.00 

$12.40 

■ 

$12.80 

$13.20 

$13.60 

$14.00 

$14.40 

$14.80 

$15.20 

$15.60 

$16.00 

$16.40 

$16.80 

$17.20 

$17.60 

$18.00 

$18.40 

$18.80 

$19.20 

St9.M 

$20.00 

$20.40 

$20.80 

$21.20 

$21.60 

$22.00 

$22.40 

$22.80 

$23.20 

$23.60 

$24.00 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  40C  per  word  (7S(  per  word  for  business  ads). 


BasiccojtS     limes. 

Special  heading 

Grabb€r($15.00x  number 


.number  of  runs; 


of  runs): 
.of  runs): 


Standout  ($  10.00  x  number 

Bold  (S5.00x  number of  runs): 

Total  cost  before  discounts: 

Discounts 
:2runs.  Deduct  15% 
3-4  runs.  Deduct  ZCo 

"   5-9runs.[)educt25% 
I0-I2runs. Deduct  .30% 
I  am  a  subscriber,  lean  deduct  $2.00 
I'mgoinglosubscribenow.  Deduct  $2.00 

Forwarding  Service 

Please  assign  a  drawer  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  adpf^  Wiuf. 

Subscribe! 

I  waniiosubscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal) 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with 

your  payment  to:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Sution  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9. 


$_ 

-$_ 

2.00 
2.00 

Subtotal  $ 

- 

Subtotal  $„ 

,  .  Canada  $ 

]lnternational$ 

24.95  CN 
24.95  US 

tal  payment  $^^ 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  JANUARY  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  II 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  FEBRUARY  ISSUE: 
5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  8 


Name: 
Address: 
City:    


Prov/State: 


.Code: 


t 


My  cheque/money  order  is  enclosed. 
Charge  my        '  Visa  Maslercharge 

Card  number: 

Expiry  date: 


Signature: 


02BPCII5 


shown  below: 


n 


Drawer TBP  Classifieds 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
M5W  1X9 


Affix 

sufficient 

postage 


Mai(e  sure  to  write  the  drawer  number  on  the 
outside  of  the  envelope  —  this  is  our  cue  to  for- 
ward your  letter  without  opening  it. 


Order  by 
phone! 

It's  easy:  Just  figure  out 

what  you  want  to  say, 

write  it  down,  get  out 

your  charge  card  and  call 

(416)  364-6320 

any  time  between  1 1  am 

and  5  pm,  Monday 

through  Friday.  Just  tell 

us  you'd  like  to  place  a 

classified  ad,  and  well 

take  your  message  and 

your  charge  card 

number.  Payment  by 

Visa  or  Mastercard  only. 
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TERRY  MARTEL 

REAL  ESTATE  LTD.,  REALTOR 

893  YONGE  STREET 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO 


MULTI-MILLION  DOLLAR  CLUB 


Residential  and  Commercial  Sales 

100<Vo  Financing 
to  Qualified  Purchasers 


MICHAEL  SILBERSTEIN 

M.B.A.,  P.Eng. 

OFFICE:  960-1660 
24  HOUR  PAGER 


PHOME 
ULTIMATF 

Anything 
You  Want 

•  Bodybuilders 

•  Spankings 

•  Athletes 

For  Lifeguards,  Surj 
Beach  Boys,  etc.,  call  our 
Beach  Line:  302-227-SWIM 

Ask  about  our  free  offer 
24  HOURS 

M/C  •  VISA  •  AMEX  •  C/B  •  D/C  •  CMEQAS 

free  C  rfll  Hd(  ks 

Distrfft  Killing        Rcdsoiidbic  Kdlos 

718-204-6666 


CLASSIFIEDS 


^c^ 


^o^t> 


.^®  l^^^> 


^^ 


Agent  for  Atlas  Van  Lines 


TANCREDI-COLES-COUTURIE-LTD. 

STUDIO  -  28  YONGE  BLVD. 
482-9340 

Joshua  and  Pina  Coles 
SPECIALISTS  IN  CUSTOM  MADE  CLOTHING 

LEATHERS  •  SUEDES 
ULTRA-SUEDES  •  WOOLS  J  ^^-^  jf 

COnONS  •  SILKS 


"FREE" 

WARDROBE  CONSULTATION   FOR  MEN  &   WOMEN 
FLEXIBLE  BUSINESS     HOURS 
FINE  EUROPEAN  wORKMANSHIf 

20%   OFF   UIITH   THIS   COUPON 

Best  Prices  in  Town! 

UISA  ACCEPTED! 


HOMES 

•  ALBERTA^ 

ONE  BEDROOM  APARTMENT  TO  SHARE 

ARE  YOU  MOVING  to  Calgary?  Male  37,  clean  and  quiet, 
has  the  right  place  for  you.  Must  be  over  30,  reliable  and 
financially  independent.  Could  be  persuaded  to  move  to  a  2 
brm  later.  Serious  replies  only;  references.  Drawer  F693. 

•  OTTAWA* 

OTTAWA  LUXURY  FLAT 

FRONT  TERRACE,  SIDE  patio  with  apple  tree,  fire- 
place, huge  bedroom,  Irm,  drm,  terrific  kitchen,  air- 
conditioned,  3  minutes  from  downtown.  $650/month. 
December  free,  available  immediately.  Mel,  6-8  pm,  (613) 
728-6945. 

•  TORONTO* 

SMALL  BACHELOR  SUITE  available  in  return  for  light 
houskeeping  duties.  Must  like  animals.  Replies  to  Drawer 
F584. 

•  LONDON     • 

HOUSE  TO  SHARE,  4-bedrooms,  all  appliances,  on  bus 
route  to  university  and  downtown,  student  welcome.  (519) 
471-4203. 

BUY    &    SELL 

BEAVER  COAT  AND  HAT  SIZE  40 

IMMACULATE  CONDITION.  Seldom  worn.  Fully  let 
out.  Keep  your  buns  warm  this  winter.  Impress  your 
friends.  $1 100,  Gary  -  369-8964. 

WE  PAY  CASH 

FOR  USED  GAY  MAGAZINES  and  pocketbooks.  Trade- 
ins  also  accepted.  Orion  Books,  544  Yonge  St,  Toronto,  On- 
tarioM4Y  1Y8.  Tel  (416)  923-5537. 

FRUITCOCKTAIL  '8S 

COMPANY  PHOTOGRAPHER  Richard  Plowright's 
photographs  are  available  for  ordering  from  Dress  Reher- 
sal,  473  Church  St  near  Wellesley. 

•  B      0      0      K      S      • 


HALF  PRICE! 

A  SALE  AT  PELICAN  BOOKS,  120  Harbord  St, 
December  7-9.  Every  book  in  the  store  at  half  price,  in- 
cluding a  selection  of  lesbian  and  gay  fiction  and  non- 
fiction. 

GROUPS 

MAN/BOY  LOVE.  News,  art  and  opinion.  Bulletin  and 
other  information  $1.  NAMBLA,  537  Jones  St,  N"  8418, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102. 

BODYBUILDERS  CONTACT  CIRCLE 

BODYBUILDERS  CONTACT  CIRCLE,  Let's  enjoy 
everything  we  work  hard  for.  We're  organizing  a  clearing 
house  for  Toronto  area  GBBs  and  BiBBs:  1)  workout  part- 
ners, 2)  social  contacts  geared  to  your  personal  interests  and 
taboos,  3)  buddy  networks  for  training,  posing,  grooming 
and  shaving,  parties,  outings.  Send  beefy  poses  and  detailed 
descriptions  of  likes  and  prohibitions  in  these  areas.  All  info 
strictly  confidential.  Amateurs  and  safe  sex  advocates  also 
welcome.  Include  $3  and  self-addressed  envelope.  Drawer 
F582. 

BOOTS  CLUB 

CONTACT  CLUB  FOR  men  into  boots,  leather,  rubber, 
motorcycles,  motocross,  jeeps,  vans,  uniforms  and  the  out- 
doors. Now  over  100  members,  coast  to  coast  in  Canada 
and  the  USA.  Write:  Jeff,  at  PO  Box  48577,  Bentall  3, 595 
Burrand  St,  Vancouver  BC  V7X  1A3.  Small  membership 
fee,  hot  personal  ads! 

HAMILTON  AREA 

MEN'S  GROUP:  join  with  other  men.  gay  and  non-gay, 
21-70,  in  learning  to  be  even  more  self-aware,  non- 
controlling,  attentive,  responsive,  open  to  non-sexual  in- 
timacy.  525-9128.  10:30  am-noon. 

SERVICES 

LESBIAN  INTRODUCTIONS 

"LINK"  -  A  SERVICE  FOR  (and  by)  lesbians.  Try  us! 
S.A.S.E.  Box  207,  253  College  St,  Toronto,  M5T  IRl. 
Isn't  it  about  time? 

SUPPORT  GAY  BUSINESS!  Growing  cleaning  business 
for  apartments  and  houses  offers  excellent  service  at 
reasonable  rates,  bonded  and  insured.  So  deal  with  the  best 
and  call  Robert  after  7  pm  al  6909177. 

RENTAFRIEND 

ATTENTIVE,  AFFIRMING  INDIVIDUAL  available  for 
quiet,  non-sexual  limes  of  inner  exploration,  problem  solv- 
ing, celebration.  25-50S  per  hour.  Hamilton  area. 
525-9128,  10:30  am-noon. 


EXCLUSIVE,  PRIVATE  BARTENDER 

AVAILABLE  TO  MAKE  your  next  function 
more  elegant,  instead  of  running  around  pouring  drinks 
and  changing  ashtrays,  let  me  do  it  for  you,  while  you  relax. 
Hors  d'Oeuvre  arrangements  available  upon  request.  Let's 
party.  David  921-8116  (leave  message). 

GOOD  MASSAGE.  Mr  T  Fung.  465-9810. 


BEAUTY  SALON  FOR  DOGS 

1519  O'Connor  Drive 

for  appointments  call:  759-9427 

Tues.-Sat.,  7:30  am.  to  6  pm. 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 


The  holiday  season  Is  full 
of  lovely  old  traditions: 
Mistletoe,  Holly...  The  piano 
being  tuned  for  parties. 
Call  me. 

James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St,  Toronto 
967-6653 


INTIORATIVE 
COUMSELLIN* 


iNTiMiAmri  I 

Masoge,  Reiki,  Chokro 
Bolflncing,  Oyslols  I'/i  hn  $35 

coimiii  I  im  TWO— w 
narAaoT 

A  Torot  Reoding  providei  the 
focus  for  an  in-deprh  discusston 

1'/.  hr«S35 
Combination:  3  hrt  $60 

SALLY  HUNTER  RYAN,  MA. 
(Consciousness  Studies) 

ceni'ol  loco'ion 
b,  appi    968    1  705 


TRAVEL 

TRY  AND  BEAT  US 

WHEN  IT  COMES  TO  LOCATION,  atmosphere  and 
amenities  in  the  French  Quarter.  New  Orleans  only  guest 
house  exclusively  for  gay  men.  Ursuline  Guest  House,  708 
Ursuline,  New  Orleans,  LA  70116.  504-525-8509. 

MAN  LOOKING  FOR  RIDE  to  Florida.  Would  like  to 
leave  on  December  20th  or  21st.  Will  share  driving  and 
some  of  the  expenses.  Please  call  463-5892  (Tony),  Mon-Fri 
from  6  pm  to  11pm. 

PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  37,  SEEKS,  non-smoking  tra- 
vel  partner  for  a  4-6  week  "adventure  expedition"  in  South 
America  driving,  Jan-March  '86.  Itinerary  and  dates  flexi- 
ble. Phone  and  leave  message,  961-0820. 


Special  Moments. 
Private  Moments. 
Saluire  Moments. 


They  begin  with  an  early  morning 
surfslde  stroll,  continue  poolslde 
with  new  friends,  then  extend  on 
Into  a  fulfilling  Fort  l..auderdale 
evening.  Visit  us  soon  and 
discover  for  yourself  why  Saltaire 
moments  are  so  special,  so  private. 

Inviting  suites,  efficiencies  and 
rooms  at  Inviting  rates. 

2631  Vl9Um<ir  Slre«( 
Ft    Laudctd.lc.  FL  33304 

^H|        US    I  800  231  3432         bSm 


ju»t'  ix)u»»  ^^i)OS'  4eJ4«;' 

•  secluded  •  tropical  decor  • 

•  individual  kitchens  •  relaxed  rates  • 

•  intimate  • 

3016  alhambra  •  fort  lauderdale  •  llorlda  33304 
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Canada's  oldest  penpal 
club  for  gay  men. 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


<SAV 
fflATCf 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  1C7 

598-4922 


DR.  MELTONKEN 


is  pleased  to  announce 
that  he  is  now  affiliated  with 

BANKS  ANIMAL  HOSPITAL 

230  Coxwell  (at  Gerrard) 
4   6   1        7   5  7   5 


R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B.A.,  LL.B. 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 

65  Queen  Street  West,  Suite  805 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5H  2M5 

(416)  865-9890. 


Office  hours:  9  am  to  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Initial  consultation:  $20 
On  parle  fran^ais 


nriontgomery 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa.  Charge/  or  Mastercard 
accepted 


Catalogue  5  now 
available 

IlluslralPd  36  page 

calalogue$5  00  +  90e  posiage 

;*nd  handling 


NO.  783 
GROMMET 

JOCK         Adults  only  -  nnust 

(no  780D  illustrated) 


ASK  FOR  IT! 


be  legal  age. 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 

B.A.S.  (Finance) 

member  of  the  C.I.C.A.M. 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


DR.  I.vonLICHTENBERG,  Ph.D. 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


MARITAL  AND  SEXUAL  THERAPY 
CRISIS  AND  STRESS  MANAGEMENT 

562  PARLIAMENT  STREET 

TORONTO, CANADA  M4X  1P8 

(416)  922-2996 


Dr.  WiUem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


Complete  Renovating 

&  Custom  Restoration 

Interior  &  Exterior 


Plans 


Consultii^ 

Appraisals  for 
buying  or  selling 

All  phases  of 
contracting 


Well  recommended  with 
many  projects  completed 

Residential  •  Conunerdal  •  Industrial 

John  B.  Scythes  Enterprises 

532-1504 
John  or  Bob 
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KMESSAGESFRIENDS 


lbs,  35  has  great  interest  in  outdoors,  photography.  Discre- 
tion assured/expected.  Drawer  F637. 


•    TORONTO# 

MAN  NEEDS  QUIET  HOME,  companionship  and/or 
job.  Unemployed.  Overweight,  grey  hair,  average  looks.  50 
years  old,  5'  10" .  PBS  favourite  channel.  Enjoy  healthy,  ac- 
tive lifestyle.  Alert,  friendly  personality.  College  grad. 
Nature  buff.  Self-starter.  Can  type,  cook,  drive  and  garden. 
Competent  manager  and  organizer.  Consider  ;oom/board 
in  exchange  for  services.  Drawer  F365. 

VETERINARIAN  REQUIRED  FOR  small  -  animal 
practice,  stressing  quality  medicine  and  public  relations. 
Resumes  to  drawer  F584. 

FULTON  STREET 

A  HIGH- VOLUME  NEW  YORK  style  cafe  and  diner  in 
downtown  Toronto  requires  LINE  cooks.  For  appointment 
please  call  977-0777.  Owen  Haywood. 

COOK  WANTED 

DOWNTOWN  GAY-OWNED  DINING  lounge  requires 
an  experienced  person  to  produce  home-style  meals.  Stable 
personality  a  must.  Please  send  resume  with  expected  salary 
to  Drawer  F653. 

SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPERTERS  needed  for  Metro- 
politan  Community  Church  of  Toronto.  Please  call  George 
at  466-6486  or  leave  message  at  church  office  at  536-2848. 
Deaf  people  need  God's  love  too. 

PERSON-FRIDAY  WITH  good  attitude  and  driver's 
license  required  to  run  errands,  do  cleaning,  maintenance, 
for  busy  Interior  Design  firm.  Bay/Bloor  area.  Call 
Pamela,  9-5:30,  Mon-Fri  961-6211. 

BOY  FRIDAY 

SEEKING  A  PART-TIME  position  with  a  flexible  gay  pro- 
fessional. I  have  good  typing  skills,  and  a  varied  office  back- 
ground developed  through  two  years  of  working  for  a  tem- 
porary office  agency.  A  good  sense  of  humour  and  excellent 
communication  skills  make  me  an  asset  in  any  office.  Phone 
921-81 16  if  you  would  like  to  interview  me  at  your  conve- 
nience. 

ARE  YOU  RELIABLE,  hard-working  and  bondable?  If  so, 
we  need  you.  Growing  day-time  cleaning  business  needs 
staff,  part-time  leading  to  full-time.  $4.50/hour  to  start. 
Call  Robert  after  7  am  at  690-9177,  Mon-Fri. 

HOUSE  OF  RUGO— recruiting  escorts/models  for  sophis- 
ticated clientele.  J/0  enthusiasts  across  the  country,  will  of- 
fer possibility  of  monthly  newsletter;  small  group  meetings 
and  phone  fantasies  in  different  areas.  Looking  for  Cana- 
dian writers  and  photographers  for  material.  Individuals  or 
couples  wanting  to  perform  for  private  audience,  write  to 
us.  Box  46,  282  Parliament  St,  Toronto  Ont,  M5A  3A4. 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find  them  in 
The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for  volunteer  help 
and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular  reasonable  rates. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  wanted  for  peer  counselling 
and  information  phone  line.  Should  possess  a  mature  atti- 
tude, common  sense  and  empathy.  Phone  TAG  at 
964-6600. 

OTHER 

GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information,  lawyer 
referrals,  crisis  refefrals,  support  services.  If  you  have  been 
arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the  court  system  leave  a 
message  at  room  337,  Old  City  Hall,  Toronto,  or  call 
362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help  you. 

LEARN  FRENCH  WITH  A  real  French  guy,  qualified 
teacher.  Start  new  or  brush  up.  Please  call  537-6097. 

■       LAUDERDALE      ■ 
MANOR     MOTEL      ^ 
Fort    Lauderdale 
Florida 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the  Lauder- 
dale Manor.  300ft  from  our  beautiful 
beach  Party  at  the  world-famous  Marlin 
Beach  Hotel  next  door  and  come  back  to 
a  quiet  and  friendly  atmosphere.  Modest- 
ly priced  hotel  rooms,  eficiencies  and 
apartments  with  color  TV  New  pool  in 
our  tropical  garden  and  BBQ 
Write  or  phone:  Lauderdale 
Manor  Hotel  2926  Valencia  St 

■        Fort  Lauderdale  Florida  3  3  3  I  6       ^_ 
Tel:      305-463-3384       H 


DECORACCESSORIES 


Oui  New  Show  Room 

Atfordably  Canadian  Mirrors, 

Florals,  Lighting,  Occasional 

Furniture,  Sculpture,  Consultation 

Decoraccessories 

351  Harbord  St  (at  Crawford) 

Tues-Sat9-5,  Friuntil9 

536-4768 


DALE! 

IT'S  SO  LATE  in  the  evening. .  .but  I'll  say  it  anyway.  It's  so 
hard  to  get  to  know  someone  during  production. ..hope  I 
have  a  chance!  The  walls  are  all  caving  in  on  me  right 
now. ..but  you're  there,  and  you  smile  at  me. ..thank  you. 
Watch  out!  1  may  just  hug  you  when  you  don't  expect 
it...tee-hee.  Signed,  your  person;:!  pin  creator?! 

HELP,  LOST  EARRING!  A  pure  rhinestone  dangler,  at 
the  GCDC  Halloween  dance.  Masonic  Temple.  Sentimental 
value.  Reward.  Call  Tom  967-0430. 


MALE 


•INTERNATIONALE 

YOUNG,  GOOD-LOOKING  ASIAN  guy,  20,  5'7"  120 
lbs.  A  junior  commerce  student,  loves  summer  beaches, 
discos  and  both  rock  and  classical  music  and  theatre.  Very 
flexible  in  bed,  wants  to  have  a  sincere  and  honest,  lasting 
gay  to  gay  relationship.  Interested  parties  please  write  to, 
Mr  Roland  Portillo,  44  Mabini  St,  Bacolod  City,  6001, 
Neg.Occ.  Philippines. 


•  BRITISH  COLUMBIA* 

•  VANCOUVER* 

STEVEN,   AGE   27 


WHAT  CAN  I  SAY?  Hugs  and  kisses  is  a  little  weak,  je 
t'aime  is,  well,  pretentious,  and  everything  else  I've  already 
said  too  many  times  to  have  much  effect.  You've  got  a  nice 
bum,  a  fine  and  subtle  mind,  and  to  tell  you  the  truth,  1 
wouldn't  leave  you  for  Madonna  even  \f  she  was  the  one 
who  proposed.  Forever  your  faithful  beanhead  —  Lee. 

FRIENDS 
FEMALE 

•  CANADA» 

•  SOUTHERNONTARIO* 

KITCHENER-WATERLOO,  ACTIVE  sports-minded 
female  seeks  others  for  friendship  and  good  times.  Prefer 
non-smokers  28  to  35  years  old.  Enjoy  quiet  social  life  with 
friends  and  occassional  evenings  out.  Drawer  F684. 

•  TORONTO* 

BRITISH  GAY  MAN,  29,  seeks  woman  for  friendship  with 
a  view  to  marriage.  I  currently  live  in  the  London  area. 
Drawer  F586. 

•  NOVA    SCOTIA* 

WF  WANTS  HELP  realizing  whether  or  not  she  is  homo- 
sexual .  Any  suggestions,  information  or  guidance  welcom- 
ed, signed  Confused.  Drawer  F632. 


LONDON  ENGLAND 

GWM  30,  ATTRACTIVE  graduate  seeks  penfriends  21-30 
to  correspond  with,  possibly  visit.  Interesting  letter  with 
photo  if  possible  A.L.A.  Kevin  Giles,  103  Silvermere  Rd, 
London,  England  SE6  4QU. 

HAIRY  MEN/ADMIRERS.  Big  uncensored,  sizzling-hot 
US/Canadian  Ad-listings.  Bears,  fur-lovers,  trappers. 
Nude  info-pix-pak:  Man-hair,  59  West  10th,  NYC  1001 1 . 

LET  US  "DO"  YOUR  LAUNDRY 

MY  TWO  CUTE  friends  and  1  are  trying  to  get  money  toge- 
ther for  school .  Send  us  an  article  of  clothing  you'd  like  us  to 
have  some  fun  with,  along  W/ A  donation  tucked  away  in  the 
pocket,  pouch,  etc.  We  take  it  from  there.  In  a  week  your 
laundry  will  be  "done"  and  returned.  Rick's  Friends,  Box 
1363,  North  Bay,  Om,  Canada.  PIB  8K5. 

*NATIONAL* 

BRITISH  GUY  33  WANTS  to  relocate  to  Canada  on  a  per- 
manent basis.  Need  financial  help,  so  offers  of  hospitality 
welcome.  Looking  for  that  special  someone  who  would  help 
me.  Genuine  replies.  Michael  Laye,  74  Greenfarm  Road, 
Ely,  Cardiff  CF5  4RH,  Great  Britain. 

YOUNG.  21,  GREAT  FACE  &  BODY 

ATHLETIC,  HANDSOME,  HELD  captive  by  mundane 
life,  seeks  rescue  from  handsome,  secure  man.  Photo  gets 
mine.  All  answered.  Beau,  No  128-1235  Pembina  Hwy., 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada  R3T  2A9. 

*     Y      U      K     0      N      * 

WHITEHORSE  MALE  DESIRES  substitute  for  his  teddy 
bear.  Affectionate,  straight  appearing  professional,  6'  155 


AN  APPEALING,  SINCERE,  trim,  masculine,  profes- 
sional GWM,  young  39,  6'  160  lbs,  will  be  visiting  Van- 
couver between  Christmas  and  New  Years.  Seeking  attrac- 
tive, caring,  GM  companion  25-40  from  Vancouver  area  to 
show  me  around  and  keep  me  company  in  your  beautiful  ci- 
ty. If  you  enjoy  being  part-time  tour  guide,  good  conversa- 
tion, movies,  dining,  outdoor  activities,  etc,  and  would  like 
to  share  a  little  of  your  time  with  considerate,  down-to- 
earth  Fastener,  please  respond  with  imformative  letter  and 
photo  to:  Box  9183,  Main  Postal  Terminal,  Ottawa,  Ont, 
KIG  3T9.  Who  knows,  it  may  turn  into  very  interesting 
friendship. 

GWM  TOP,  28, 5'6"  130  lbs,  brown  hair,  mustache,  seeks 
GWM  bottom,  30-40,  straight-appearing,  for  possible  rela- 
tionship. No  one-nighters.  Send  hot  photo  and  detailed  let- 
ter to  Drawer  F652. 

*  A    L    B    E    R    T    A    * 

ORIENTAL  WANTED:  Professional  GWM,  33,  5'H" 
1 50  lbs.  Likes  cuddling,  swimming,  movies,  theatre,  music, 
the  outdoors.  Please  answer  with  photo.  Drawer  F486. 

GWM  STRAIGHT  ACTING 

29  5'8"  145  lbs,  non-smoker,  attractive,  discreet,  would 
like  to  meet  same  22-32  for  possible  long  term  relationship. 
Not  into  bar  scene  or  one  night  stands.  Interests  include: 
camping,  boardsailing,  skiing,  travel.  Send  photo  (op- 
tional) and  phone.  Drawer  F601. 

FORT  McMURRAY  GM,  would  like  to  meet  others  to 
share  travel,  racquetball  and  tennis  and  other  varied  in- 
terests. Reply  to  Box  5382,  Fort  McMurray,  Alberta, 
T9H  1M5. 

*CALGARY* 

VISITOR  WANTS  GUIDE,  bedmate  for  fun.  Prefer 
athletic,  muscled  type  willing  to  please.  Good  reward,  call 
(604)  837-6025  or  Drawer  F670. 

*SASKATCHEWAN* 

*  R     E     G     I     N     A     * 

IS  THERE  LIFE  AFTER  love?  Perhaps  we  can  find  out 
together.  I  am  a  university  graduate,  6'  150  lbs,  dark  hair 
and  mustache.  My  interests:  music  (from  Garland  to 
Springsteen),  movies  (old  and  new),  cuddling  (of  course), 
and  quiet  evenings  at  home  with  the  right  man.  I  am  seeking 
a  relationship  with  a  stable,  responsible  man  25  to  40. 1 
know  you  are  out  there,  so  take  the  chance  and  write. 
Drawer  F642. 
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NEED  THE  STRAP 

DISCREET  MALE,  36,  SLIM  build.  Received  several  bare 
bottom  spankings  during  boyhood  with  Dad's  leather  razor 
strap.  Still  have  fantasies  about  it  but  otherwise  fairly  sane. 
Not  looking  for  sex.  Just  need  understanding  disciplinarian 
to  apply  occassional  corporal  punishment  now.  Must  have 
own  place  in  Winnipeg  area.  Long  overdue  for  the  strap  so 
please  write  soon.  Drawer  F683. 

*ONTARIO* 
*SOUTHERN  ONTARIO* 


IQ  OVER  GQ 

IS  THERE  LIFE  AFTER  "J's"?  St  Kitts  male,  slim, 
mid-20's,  working  and  part-time  student,  neither  a  poster 
boy  nor  unattractive,  seeks  friend  (for  starters).  I  enjoy  (but 
don't  insist  on)  everything  from  politics  to  piss,  Gagnon 
(Andre)  to  Greek  (active),  Gzowski  to  the  "Mars  Bar."  Not 
into  St  Kitts  bars,  but  like  dancing  elsewhere.  Let's  com- 
mune this  winter!  Photo?  Drawer  F648. 

I  NEED  HELP  SUCKING  my  non-promiscuous,  non-re- 
ciprocal friend's  big  insatiable  cock  and  balls  on  a  regular 
basis.  If  you  like  sucking,  videos,  and  don't  mind  a  little 
smoke,  come  over  and  enjoy.  Write  stating  what  you  expect 
him  to  be  like,  such  as  age,  looks,  etc.  Drawer  F633. 

YOUNG  SLAVE  WANTED  for  leather  sessions.  Will  be 
handcuffed,  gagged  and  fucked.  Must  have  own  leather. 
Apply  with  photo/letter.  My  boots  are  waiting  for  your 
tongue.  Drawer  F634. 

COLUNGWOOD  AREA 

GWM  24,  6'2"  170  LBS,  straight-looking,  new  to  area. 
Seeking  other  gay  male  in  area  for  fun  and  friendship.  Into 
camping,  canoing  and  athletics.  Send  photo  and  phone 
please.  Drawer  F677. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  5'7"  135  lbs,  22  years,  sludem, 
non-smoker,  into  sports,  dancing  and  hot  sessions,  seeks  si- 
milar guy  20  to  30,  Guelph-Kitchener  area.  Let's  get  toge- 
ther!  Drawer  F694. 

SLAVE  SEEKS  STRICT  master.  New  to  Kingston  area. 
Will  serve  any  dominant  master.  Have  toys  for  master's 
pleasure.  Drawer  F692. 
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P  R I  APE 

le  sex-shop  gai     1661  est,  Ste-Catherine,  Montreal,  Ou6.  H2L  2J5   521-8451 


Now,  a  complete  cleaning  service  for  our  community. 


OMMERCIAL 


The  best  in  Toronto 

for  your 

Office,  Store  or 

Restaurant 


R 


ESIDENTIAL 


A 


UTOMOBILE 


•  Carpets  •  Upholstery 
•  Floors  •  General  clean-ups 


•  Washing  •  Simonizing 
•  Upholstery  cleaning 
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TORONTO-HAMILTON-NIAGARA.  GWM  42,  tall, 
slim,  beard,  straight  appearance,  gentle  romantic,  into 
Bach,  Mozart,  summer  travel,  weekends  away,  quiet  even- 
ings home.  Non-smoker,  not  into  alcohol,  bars.  Not  pro- 
miscuous. Seeking  friend-lover,  health-conscious,  sense  of 
humour.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F57I. 

REGULAR  GUY  SOUGHT  by  40s  GWM.  Let  us  experi- 
ence  a  fuller  joy  of  life!  Visit  or  share  my  country-town 
house-home.  Maybe  live  here  with  me.  Let's  start  our 
friendship.  Detail  your  letter  please,  (address)  Write  Draw- 
er  F558. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE,  STABLE,  financially  secure,  hon- 
est bottom.  28,  5'6"  135  lbs,  solid,  trim,  athletic  body, 
seeks  intelligent,  attractive,  non-promiscuous,  very  well- 
endowed,  together  Daddy,  25-35,  for  multi-faceted,  long- 
term  monogamous  relationship.  Ifyou  believe  freedom 
within  limits  is  the  best  kind  and  you  want  a  good  looking, 
fun-loving  submissive,  affectionate  son  with  great  sexual 
endurance.  I'm  your  boy.  Mild  SM,  WS.  No  FF,  Scat.  Ser- 
ious letter  and  photo  a  must.  Let's  grow  together.  Drawer 
F51L 

MALE  30, 150  LBS,  moustache,  searching  for  friendship, 
and  if  lucky,  a  committed  relationship  with  a  slim,  passive 
guy.  I  am  decent,  warm,  cuddly,  romantic,  loving  and  like- 
able with  varied  interests.  I  enjoy  theatre,  drives,  cooking 
and  spending  quiet  evenings  at  home,  and  life  in  general. 
Box91l,  Waterloo,  Ont,N2J4C3. 

BI'S  SUPPORT  GROUP.  Find  friendly  male  emotional 
connection.  KW  Southwestern  region.  Call  Gary  (519) 
744-9973,  generally  at  supper-times,  and  Mon  and  Thur 
evenings.  Skip  Christmas,  New  Years. 

•  L    0    N     D    0    N     • 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  articulate,  financially  secure, 
seeks  serious  relationship.  18-32  years,  slim,  white/asian.  I 
am  37  years,  presentable,  caring,  active,  cultured,  emotion- 
ally stable.  Phone  (5 1 9)473-901 3  or  write  Occupant,  68-70 
Fiddler's  Green  Rd,  London,  ON  N6H  4R4. 

•  HAMILTON» 

SEXY,  STRAIGHT  LOOKING  guy  28,  good  shape,  clean, 
sincere  looking  for  same  in  Hamilton/Wentworth  area,  un- 
der 35.  Send  phone  No.  to:  Box  184,  Stn  A,  Hamilton  Ont, 
L8N  230. 

PROFESSIONAL,  SINCERE  MALE  with  a  wide  variety 
of  interests,  (particularly  travel),  seeks  same  who  values 
companionship  and  honesty.  Reply  to:  Box  1 166,  Stn  A, 
Hamilton,  L8N  4B3. 

HAMILTON  AREA 

LOOKING  FOR  ONE  male,  any  colour  who  wishes  to  lay 
back  and  have  French  service  on  a  regular  basis  by  straight- 
type,  male  expert.  Health-conscious,  not  into  bars,  utmost 
discretion,  my  place,  have  videos  to  suit  most  tastes.  Will 
answer  all  with  my  phone  number.  Drawer  F654. 

•  TORONTO» 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 

PORTRAITS,  NUDES,  negatives  returned.  Phone  Studio 
16, 532-4380,  inquiries  welcome. Inexpensive.  9am  to7pm. 

AVOID  AIDS.  I  WANT  a  one-partner  relationship  with  a 
young  stud  any  race,  slim  or  muscular,  horny-raunchy  who 
loves  to  fuck.  I'm  a  kinky  bottom,  attractive,  prosperous, 
smart,  easygoing,  6'  155  lbs,  38  years.  Write  detailed  letter. 
Drawer  F519. 

GREAT  TIMES  COMING 

GWM  COUPLE  LOOKING  for  singles  or  two-somes  to 
help  keep  the  heating  bills  down  by  raising  the  temperature 
at  our  house.  We're  attractive,  healthy  and  mighty  horny. 
The  only  limitation  is  your  staying  power.  Photo  and  phone 
would  help.  Drawer  F579. 

J/0  ENTHUSIASTS  WANTED 

HEALTHY  36  INTENDS  to  stay  that  way.  Good  body, 
even  better  cock.  Gives  and  enjoys  a  great  performance. 
Good  photo  gets  fastest  reply.  Handy  straights  tolerated. 
Drawer  F568. 

ATTRACTIVE,  NON-PROMISCUOUS,  health-con- 
scious  professional  (two  university  degrees)  Chinese,  25, 
5'9"  145  lbs,  moustache,  warm,  affectionate,  sensitive, 
romantic,  mature,  stable,  independent,  not  into  bars.  Seek- 
ing compatible  GWM,  21-25,  with  similar  qualities  for  sin- 
cere friendship,  possible  long-term  monogamous  relation- 
ship. Must  be  non-smoker,  financially  secure,  reliable, 
honest,  loyal,  masculine.  Detailed  letter/phone.  Photo  ap- 
preciated (returnable.)  Discretion  assured/expected. 
Drawer  F35I. 

GWM  6'4"  185  LBS,  23  seeks  well-hung,  hot  and  horny 
boys  1 8  to  25  for  purely  fun  get  togethers.  Blow  jobs  and  69a 
specialty.  Drawer  F514. 

FF- 1  GIVE  AND  take,  or  just  take.  Deep, wide,  sensuous. 
Long  sessions  wanted.  Drawer  F566. 

ATHLETIC  GWM  32,  5'9"  155  lbs,  dark  eyes  and 
mustache.  Considered  physically  handsome,  well-defined 
and  masculine.  I  am  financially  independent  and  not  into 
bar  scene  but  am  seeking  a  GBM  for  fun,  friendship  and 
possible  relationship.  Phone  and  photo  if  possible.  All 
replies  answered  with  same.  Drawer  F61I. 

HANDSOME  ITALIAN-CANADIAN  businessman,  28. 
5'7"  145  lbs,  well-built,  likes  business,  finance,  travel,  mu- 
sic, theatre,  film,  fitness  and  languages.  Seeking  well-edu- 
cated, mature,  stable,  monogamous  male  25-35  with 
similar  interests  to  share  life's  adventures.  Detailed  letter, 
photo  and  phone.  Drawer  F635. 


NO  STRINGS  ATTACHED,  male,  24,  5'7"  130  lbs, 
athletic  body,  brown-skinned,  into  fitness,  seeks  maie  21  to 
31  for  safe,  hot  sex.  All  answered.  Drawer  F695. 

SWIMMER,  39,  5'l  1"  145  lbs,  lean,  well-built  body,  into 
classical  music,  opera,  movies,  cuddling,  quiet  evenings  at 
home,  swimming,  weight  training,  seeking  physically  fit  guy 
under  25  to  share  my  life  with.  Drawer  F676. 

MAN  37,  PROFESSIONAL,  not  into  bars,  monogamous, 
attractive,  very  health-conscious,  interesting  with  a  shapely 
and  receptive  bottom,  smooth  skin,  slim  seeks  older  (up  to 
50)  warm,  mature,  educated,  gentle  lover  who  enjoys  Greek 
active  and  intelligent  conversations  for  discreet  friendship. 
Race  unimportant.  Descriptive  letter  stating  sexual  prefer- 
ences appreciated.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  F674. 


GOODLOOKING  BODYBUILDER,  34,  blond,  5'7"  140 
lbs,  moustache,  hung,  seeks  bodybuilder  for  long  hot  safe 
afternoon  J/0  sessions.  Got  a  place  and  get  off  on  watching 
other  guys  shoot  their  load?  Let's  get  together.  Photo  or 
detailed  description  appreciated.  Box  5145,  Stn  A  Toronto 
M5W  1N5. 

A  SINCERE.  NICE  GUY,  white,  41,  5'8"  135  lbs,  quiet, 
single  and  clean-living  in  downtown  area,  seeks  an  Asian  (or 
other)  male  under  30  for  monogamous  relationship.  I  am  a 
non-smoker  and  not  into  the  bar  scene.  Discretion. 
597-1215. 

WANTED  -  HOT,  HUNG  men  to  30  for  telephone  sex 
with  young,  attractive  man  —  photo,  phone  number,  de- 
scriptive letter  gets  call.  J  Bruce,  General  Delivery,  Maple, 
Ontario  LOJ  lEO. 


STEVEN,   AGE    27 


GWM  26,  SEEKS  same  for  friendship  or  get-togethers  to 
30. 1  like  to  give  head  so  lie  back  and  enjoy.  Drawer  F645. 

CLEAN.  GREEK  PASSIVE  MALE 

DISCREET  SEXUAL  OUTLET  available  to  males  who 
enjoy  active  Greek  with  condom.  Age,  race,  marital  status 
unimportant.  Lonely  students  welcome.  Privacy  provided. 
Reply  with  means  of  contact.  Drawer  F646. 

CAVEAT  EMPTOR 

27,  PR  PROFESSIONAL  law  student  seeks  friendship  and 
possible  relationship  with  professional  man  35-50  from 
Toronto  or  WNY.  Drawer  F647. 

GAY  CHINESE  MALE,  23,  good-looking  and  slim,  seeks 
lover.  No  one-nighters  please.  Would  prefer  male  18-28, 
athletic,  no  beard,  clean,  tanned  and  non-promiscuous. 
Will  answer  all  replies  with  phone  and  photo.  Drawer  638. 

MONOGAMOUS  RELATIONSHIP  WANTED  by  clean 
40  yr  old,  5'10"  155  lbs.  Not  into  bar  scene  or  one  night 
stands.  You  should  be  approx  6'  170,  bottom  man  with  tight 
deep  buns.  Photo/phone.  Drawer  F639. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE  ATHLETIC  male,  clean-shaven, 
medium  build,  seeksoiher  monogamous,  masculine,  secure 
male  to  30  for  workout  buddy  at  Gold's  Gym,  skiing, 
movies,  walks  and  quiet  times.  Photo  and  phone  for  reply. 
Po  Box  1395,  Stn  B.  Mississauga. 

TEDDY  BEAR  WHO  IS  HUGGABLE 

40'S,  H  AIR  Y  OPhNMlNDHD  needs  friend  with  humour, 
affection.  Drawer  F63I. 

WELL  TRAVELLED.  BRIGHT,  bouyant.  undergrad,  2 1 . 
interested  in  music,  opera,  good  food,  seeks  older  gay  cou- 
ple (50  * )  or  single  to  share  same  interests.  Box  994,  Sin  Q, 
Toronto,  M4T2P I. 


WANTED  40^  HUNG 
LOOKS  UNIMPORTANT 

HANDSOME  GWM  35  6'2"  180  lbs,  endowed,  hot  ass, 
straight  appearing  seeks  knowledgeable,  masculine,  en- 
dowed man  40  + ,  tall  with  reasonable  body,  looks  unim- 
portant, for  raunchy  fun.  Let's  really  get  to  know  each  oth- 
er. Drawer  F580^ 

SEEKING  ANOTHER  MAN 

43, 6'1"  165  lbs,  stable,  intelligent,  sense  of  humour.  Like 
reading,  movies,  walks,  dining,  travel,  career.  Would  like 

friendship,  companionship,  etc.  Drawer  F69 1. 

GWM  TALL,  MASCuOnE,  healthy,  very  handsome, 
hung,  bodybuilder,  29. 1  don't  need  many  men,  just  one.  If 
you're  clean,  healthy,  masculine,  monogamous  and  have 
hairy  legs  and  bum  (optional),  I  would  like  to  meet  you. 
Take  a  chance  and  write  with  phone  number.  You  won't  be 
sorry.  Drawer  F588. 

GAY  FEMALE  SEEKS  GAY  MALE 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE  GAY  female  26,  Canadian,  living  in 
Toronto,  seeks  gay  male  over  26.  straight  looking  and  act- 
ing, not  leading  a  promiscuous  life  style,  for  marriage  of 
convenience.  Must  be  Canadian  citizen  living  in  Toronto. 
Preferably  in  same  predicament.  Photo  and  phone  appreci- 
ated. Drawer  F597. 

HEAVY  MASTER  WANTED! 

MALE  STUDENT  25.  wants  10  slave  for  heavy  master.  You 
can  use  me  for  any  BD.  SM.  FF,  TT  scenes.  Also  rape  with 
dildos.  butt  plugs  or  other?  Will  try  to  oblige  any  fantasy.  I 
need  discipline  and  attention.  Send  letter  and  photo  to  N 
Allen.  65  Front  St  West.  Toronto  M5S  IE6,  Suite 030- 142. 
The  heavier  you  are,  the  more  I'll  please. 


APPLICANTS  INVITED  TO  TRY  and  gel  to  meet  this  af- 
fable, professional  male,  41 ,  sincere,  witty,  intelligent,  with 
wide  ranging  interests.  To  comply,  applicants  must  be  male 
between  puberty  and  senility.  All  aplications  should  be  for- 
warded to  Drawer  F655. 

GWM  MID  TWENTIES,  TALL,  DARK  hair  and  eyes, 
sincere,  mature,  monogamous,  seeks  relationship  with  a 
similar  man.  I  have  many  interests  and  enjoy  a  positive  out- 
look on  life.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you,  phone  and 
photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F656. 

TALL  SLIM  ORIENTAL  WANTED  BY  GWM 

FOR  MONOGAMOUS  RELATIONSHIP.  I'm  tall,  slim, 
40's,  don't  drink,  smoke,  drug  or  go  to  bars.  My  hobbies 
are  swimming,  dancing,  sketching,  reading,  music,  theatre, 
walking.  You  are  over  21,  at  least  5'11"  and  not  into  bar 
scene  or  one-night  stands.  Not  wanting  sex  at  start.  Let's 
meet  and  talk.  Phone  number  or  address  will  assure  prompt 
reply  from  me.  Drawer  F658. 

GOOD-LOOKING,  WESTCOAST  BODYBUILDER, 
early  20's,  6'  189  lbs,  42"c,  16"a,  31"w.  Work  my  body 
hard  so  it  shows,  and  am  proud  of  it.  Am  seeking  a  college 
education  in  Toronto.  Will  be  looking  at  schools  in 
December  and  would  like  to  meet  good-looking,  educated, 
successful  guy  in  30's  who  knows  Toronto  well,  can  offef  ad- 
vice, and  wants  a  good-looking  bodybuilder  for  December. 
Wr/Pix  to  Mark,  Drawer  F6S9. 

WOULD  LIKE  TO  MEET  SOMEONE  who  looks  25  to  35 
but  must  be  over  21 ,  sensible,  dependable,  somewhat  sexy, 
athletic,  reasonably  straight  appearing,  who  could  enjoy 
gentleness,  masculine  affection,  looking  after  me  (not  fin- 
ancially), sex  and  sensuality,  and  most  particularly,  even- 
tual long-term,  live-in  monogamy.  Am  white,  look  37,  at- 
tractive (average  good  looks),  established,  loving,  honest, 
masculine,  6'  180  lbs,  healthy,  happy,  and  could  really  go 
crazy  over  someone  crazy  for  me.  Drawer  F660. 

HANDSOME,  WELL-BUILT,  HORNY,  rough  rider 
seeks  adventurous  action  with  big  men/big  muscles/and  big 
endowed.  Hairy  chests  a  plus.  Intelligence  appreciated.  En- 
joy imaginative  (slightly  raunchy)  fantasy  action  with  30 
year  old,  health-conscious  masc.  top.  Photo/phone  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  F657. 

I  LOVE  A  SUBMISSIVE  MAN  IN  UNIFORM 

AND  OUT  OF  IT  TOO.  Any  of  the  usual  types  —  military, 
jock,  cop,  preppie,  etc.  Must  have  a  non-hairy,  heavily 
muscled,  well-defined  body  —  the  bigger  the  better.  Should 
be  ready,  willing  and  eager  to  be  bound  up  and  struggling  in 
a  captive,  sensuous  and  affectionate  relationship  based  on 
mutual  fantasy/reality/role  playing/imagination/fun  and 
respect.  Experience,  race,  sex,  endowment  unimportant. 
Prefer  cut,  bright,  sense  of  humour.  No  SM.  Me:  average, 
40,  brown/blue,  5'10"  160,  bearded,  hairy,  non-athletic, 
health  conscious,  warm,  humourous,  monogamous,  only 
explicit  letters  with  preferences,  photo  and  phone  receive 
reply.  Drawer  F622. 

GAY  AND  LONELY 

AT  50  YEARS  YOUNG  and  without  one  special  top  man. 
It's  really  lonely.  Am  attracted  to  big  guys  who  like  home 
life  being  together,  lots  of  ass  and  getting  head.  I  love  to 
tease,  so  he  should  have  powerful  legs  to  keep  my  head  in 
place.  My  tongue  would  love  some  body  hair.  I'm  clean  in 
every  way.  I'm  also  very  small  and  love  to  cuddle.  Not  into 
drugs  or  bar  scene.  No  one  night  stands.  Monogamous  on- 
ly. Please  write.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F602. 

WINTER  BLISS 

HANDSOME  SLIM  34  YRS,  dark  hair,  mustache,  would 
like  to  meet  sincere  persons  for  friendship,  companionship. 
I  am  easygoing,  have  many  interests  and  desires.  Let's  make 
a  winter  wonderland  together!  Drawer  F604. 

NEED  A  LIFETIME  FRIEND 

GWM,  36,  5'6"  160  LBS,  seeking  a  young  male  for  a  per- 
manent relationship  based  on  honesty.  Good  sense  of 
humour  and  is  mature.  Prefer  male  21-36.  cut,  slim  and  has 
a  car  and  an  apartment.  Male  must  feel  comfortable  in  jeans 
and  T-shirts.  Photo  and  phone  required.  Drawer  F483. 

ORIENTAL  SEEKS  MONOGAMOUS  GWM  to  40.  I'm 
into  health  food,  don't  drink,  smoke,  nor  do  drugs.  I  get  my 
high  from  good,  clean  living.  Sounds  boring?  Well.  I'm  al- 
ready 38  but  could  easily  pass  for  25;  this  is  no  boast.  Slim, 
healthy,  fit  so  I  must  be  doing  something  right.  Interests  in- 
clude yoga,  collector  plates, theatre,  dancing  but  not  into 
bar  scene,  sketching.  You  are  masculine,  yet  gentle, 
preferably  non-smoker,  emotionally  and  financially  stable, 
mature,  caring,  honest,  attractive,  healthy,  fit.  I  like  beards 
and  moustaches,  but  is  not  essential .  Am  not  looking  for  sex 
so  no  one-nighters  please.  Also  welcome  new  friends,  strict- 
ly platonic,  with  similar  interests.  Drawer  F577. 

SCAT 

EX  HEAVYWEIGHT  BOXER,  36, 200  lbs,  seeks  creative, 
raunchy  scenes  in  Levi/lealher/boots  or  rubber.  Roll 
switching;  lop  or  bottom.  Drawer  F554. 

MASCULINE.  WELL-BUILT.  HANDSOME  hairy 
chested  male  seeks  good-looking,  muscular,  health-con- 
scious man.  I'm  30;  5'8"  140  lbs,  intelligent  and  adven- 
turous. Appreciate  intelligence,  sense  of  humour,  good  bo- 
dy (esp.  hairy  chests)  and  healthy  aiiiiude.  Photo/phone 
appreciated  with  reply.  Drawer  F6S7. 
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WANTED:  YOUNG  HEALTHY  BLOND 

WASP  WHO  LIKES  to  get  sucked  and  doesn't  mind  SCAT 
sex.  Include  photo  and  telephone  N".  Drawer  F643. 

BLACK  MALE.  29, 5'9"  145  lbs,  moving  to  Toronto  in  De- 
cember would  like  to  hear  from  other  gay  males.  Sexually,  I 
am  bottom  but  will  not  let  sex  come  before  friendship. 
Please  reply  with  photo  and  phone  number  if  possible. 
Drawer  F662. 

PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  41,  WIDE  ranging  interests, 
sincere  and  generous,  looking  for  younger  companion  for 
occasional  get  togethers,  perhaps  travel  etc.  No  strings  at- 
tached. Drawer  F655. 

ATTRACTIVE,  CULTURED,  Japanese  single  male  loves 
girls,  art  and  music.  Seeks  romance!  Fred,  (416)961-8468. 

STUDIO  16  WOULD  LIKE  to  wish  all  our  customers  the 
best  for  the  holiday  season. 

LOVE  AND  FRIENDSHIP 

WANTED  BY  INEXPERIENCED  Oriental  student.  I  am 
good  looking,  athletically  built,  clean  and  very  healthy  (no 
VD  experience  so  far).  If  you  are  really  healthy  in  mind  and 
body,  a  cute,  monogamous  minded  man  would  like  to  fall  in 
love  with  you.  Photo  and  phone  greatly  appreciated. 
Drawer  F697. 

TRUCKERS,  BIKERS,  LEATHERMEN 

LET  ME  HELP  YOU  WITH  YOUR  heavy  loads.  Me: 
S'll"  225  lbs,  blonde  and  bearded.  You:  well-built  with 
large  endowment  and  a  raunchy  attitude.  Scenes:  safe-sex, 
top  or  bottom,  WS,  FF,  BD,  SM,  tit-torture,  catheters, 
jock-straps  and  socks.  Hope  something  catches  your  eye. 
Call  Bob  after  7  pm  at  690-9 1 77.  Out  of  towners  welcome  to 
spend  the  night. 

TORONTO  TO  NIAGARA.  Younger,  attractive,  very  sub- 
misive  "son,"  mid  20s,  smooth  and  slim,  is  seeking  occas- 
sional encounters  with  an  older,  very  strict  disciplinarian  fa- 
ther-figure who  strictly  enforces  the  use  of  tight  bondage 
and  English  type  discipline.  Short  note  including  phone 
number.  Drawer  F649. 

BUDDY  SOUGHT  FOR  HOT,  safe  enjoyment.  GWM ,  30, 
5'8"  135  lbs,  clean-cut,  fit,  versatile,  sensible,  seeks  heal- 
thy, like-minded  guy  for  AlDS-safe,  give  and  take  sessions. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Reply  to  box  653,  Stn  K, 
Toronto,  M4P2H I. 

FULFILL  A  FANTASY 

HOT,  ATHLETIC,  29,  attractive,  hung,  5'9"  140  lbs, 
wants  to  fulfill  your  fantasy.  Imaginative,  playful,  healthy 
preferred.  Detailed  letter,  photo,  means  of  contact.  Dis- 
crete. Couples  welcome.  Drawer  F690. 

BALANCE  OF  PASSIONS  DRAGONMATE 

GWM,  28,  6'  165  lbs,  light  brown  hair,  eyes,  mustache  — 
Libra.  I  enjoy  films  both  serious  and  frivolous,  read  a  great 
deal  of  science  fiction,  talk  about  the  environment,  debate 
religion,  laugh  a  lot,  take  walks  in  the  park,  play  badmin- 
ton, work  at  my  crafts.  I'm  a  vegaterian  and  non-smoker 
and  don't  do  drugs  although  I  like  a  liquer  now  and  then; 
needless  to  say  I  enjoy  sex,  making  love  and  massaging.  If 
you  have  similar  interests  and  wish  to  share  times  together, 
please  write.  A  photo  and  phone  number  would  be  appreci- 
ated but  are  not  necessary.  Drawer  F689. 

NOVICE  TOP  GWM,  36,  6'  190  lbs,  blond,  hairy,  wants 
experienced  bottoms  into  bondage,  leather,  light  SM,  etc. 
Share  your  experience.  AIDS  safe.  Prefer  dark  features, 
hairy,  over  35.  Write  descriptive  letter.  Drawer  F688. 

GOAL  SETTER 

TALL  HEALTHY  MAN,  6'3"  195  lbs,  reaches  out  to  find 
a  partner  who  is  prepared  to  dedicate  himself  to  an  attempt 
at  mutual  happiness.  My  priorities  include  a  desire  to  retire 
by  age  55  and  lots  of  hot  lovin"  with  another  very  hung,  very 
versatile  man.  Serious  replies  will  be  gratefully  acknowledg- 
ed.  I'm  39.  Drawer  F687. 

GAY  29  YRS,  5'6"  brown  skin,  new  to  SM,  seek  experi- 
enced master.  Greek/P,  F  A/P,  TT,  whipping,  many  inter- 
ests. Out  of  towners,  pen-pals  welcome.  Detailed  letter  and 
phone  No,  CSD,  Box  6781,  Stn  A.  Toronto,  M5W  1X5. 

ATTRACIVE  MALE  25,  professional,  blond-blue,  5'9", 
swimmers  build,  many  interests,  athletic,  sensitive,  roman- 
tic, educated  and  mature,  seeks  masculine,  together  male.  I 
want  to  share  my  life  and  bed  with  someone  special.  Photo 
and  phone,  bio  to  Drawer  F686. 

BEEFY  6'  220  LBS,  40  YEARS,  good  looking,  novice  male 
slave  seeks  discreet  master  for  beginner's  training  in  BD, 
SM,  TT,  etc.  Am  workoholic,  masculine,  need  full  timejob. 
Need  discreet  master  for  total  mind/body  rebuilding,  com- 
plete direction  on  weight  training.  Moving  to  Niagara  but 
would  work  for  and  serve  master  in  Toronto.  Please  Sir! 
Drawer  F685. 

MALE  35,  PROFESSIONAL,  6"  185  lbs,  responsible,  car- 
ing,  romantic,  stable,  independant,  masculine,  hates  bars, 
semi-partyer,  seeks  similar  male.  Drawer  F696. 

BOXERS/FIGHTERS  WANNA  FIGHT 

LET'S  GO.  GWM  39, 5'  11 "  1 55  lbs.  Opponents  needed  for 
any  fight  scene.  Light  to  heavy.  Have  experience.  Train  re- 
gulariy.  You  set  the  terms.  Drawer  F667. 

BLACK,  ATTRACTIVE,  MASCULINE  male,  athletic 
build,  well-hung,  intelligent,  sensitive,  out-going  and 
stable,  seeks  attractive,  masculine  male  25  to  32  for  friend- 
ship and  possible  relationship.  Photo  and  phone  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  F666. 


MALE,  FORTIES,  NON-SMOKER,  very  health  con- 
scious, loving,  gentle  and  strong.  Would  like  to  share  some 
of  life  in  an  honest,  supportive,  monogamous  relationship 
with  another  loving  man.  Replies  to  Box  126,  Stn  F,  Toron- 
to,  M4Y  2U. 

PLAY  TIME 

5' 10"  1 55  LBS,  BLOND  with  8"  of  meat  needs  a  mouth  to 
service  me.  Send  photo  and  note.  I  promise  to  be  good.  Box 
7114.  Stn  A,  Toronto,  M5W  1X8. 

GWM-34;  S'9"  195  LBS,  HAIRY 

WISHES  TO  MEET  similar  man  to  55  for  friendship  and 
possible  monogamous  relationship  if  compatible.  Photo 
appreciated.  Everyone  who  replies  will  be  answered  and 
treated  discreetly.  Drawer  F675. 
MAN  37,  PROFESSIONAL,  not  into  bars,  monogamous, 
attractive,  very  health-conscious,  interesting  with  a  shapely 
and  receptive  bottom,  smooth  skin,  slim  seeks  older  (up  to 
50)  warm,  mature,  educated,  gentle  lover  who  enjoys  Greek 
active  and  intelligent  conversations  for  discreet  friendship. 
Race  unimportant.  Descriptive  letter  stating  sexual  prefer- 
ences appreciated.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  F674. 

SUCCESSFUL,  GOODLOOKING  EXEC,  trim,  blue 
eyes.  45.  just  coming  out  and  new  to  Toronto  wishes  to  meet 
young  GWM  to  age  22  for  possible  relationship.  Have  a  lot 
to  offer  as  a  person  and  this  ad  is  probably  the  only  way  we 
can  meet.  You  must  be  very  goodlooking.  straight  appear- 
ing/acting, clean  shaven,  slim  and  honest.  Preferably  you 
are  working  or  a  student.  If  sharing  life,  affection  and  suc- 
cess are  important  to  you,  and  you  sincerely  prefer  a  mature 
person.  Please  write  with  phone  number  to  LP,  Box  5243, 
Sin  A,  Toronto,  M5W  1N5.  Photo  appreciated.  Beginners 
welcome.  Discretion  essential  and  assured. 

STRUGGLING  YOUNG  STUDENT 

OR  JUST  YOUNG  AND  struggling.  I  am  a  31  year  old 
sincere,  discreet,  professional  and  I  would  like  to  be  your 
friend.  Sincere  reply  with  photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F678. 

CHARMING,  BLUE-EYED,  CAREER-ORIENTED 
Pole.  I  am  5'10",  38,  pleasant  looking,  health  conscious 
and  into  bar  scene  or  games.  My  interests  vary  from  good 
books  and  movies  to  classical  music,  but  good  conversation 
ranks  at  the  top  of  my  list.  Seeking  sincere  and  healthy  male 
under  40.  Phone  and  photo  appreciated.  Drawer  F680. 

AFFECTIONATE,  MATURE,  SEXUALLY  active,  selec- 
tive,  40's  male  seeks  third-worid  country  male  for  sincere 
friendship  and  possible  relationship.  Detailed  letter,  photo, 
phone  please.  Drawer  F679. 

GWM,  HORNY,  MASCULINE  STUD,  muscular  build, 
42  years,  brown  hair  and  eyes,  reddish  body  hair,  large  cock 
and  balls,  wishes  to  meet  country  boy  types,  younger  guys 
and  couples  for  good  times.  Have  country  place,  enjoy 
mutual  J/0,  toke  and  drink,  quiet  times,  music,  outdoor  ac- 
tivities and  animals.  Come  on  all  you  horny  studs,  write  to- 
day. Can  travel.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Thanks. 
Drawer  F681. 

DADDY  WANTED: 

WHO  LIKES  TO  GIVE  long  sensual  massage,  long  work- 
out on  my  tool,  light  spanking  OK,  safe  sex.  I  am  35, 5'4" 
135  lbs,  trim.  Send  letter  and  phone  so  you  can  take  care  of 
my  needs.  Your  place.  Drawer  F668. 

OPPORTUNITY 

GOODLOOKING  BUSINESSMAN,  GRADUATE,  40's, 
limited  gay  experience,  seeks  young  white  gay  male  to  21, 
preferably  a  student  for  discreet,  exclusive  business  rela- 
tionship I  to  2  evenings  a  week.  Downtown  location.  Must 
be  very  attractive,  slim,  affectionate,  versatile,  straight 
looking,  hygenic,  completely  trustworthy  and  dependable, 
not  promiscuous  and  have  limited  body  hair.  Assistance 
with  accomodation  also  possible  if  desired.  Please  write 
with  phone  and  photo  to  Drawer  F673. 

IF  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  outweigh  greying  temples;  if 
you  seek  character  over  ephemera;  if  you're  fit,  playful, 
spontaneous,  romantic,  gentle,  curious,  a  reader,  ttiinker, 
doer  also,  let's  meet.  Seeking  a  few  congenial  co-explorers. 
Phone,  address  please.  Snapshots  nice.  Drawer  F665. 

INTERESTED  IN  meeting  other  gay  males  who  are  turned 
on  by  nipple  and  chest  action,  toys  included.  Also  interested 
in  light  B,  SM  and  boots/leather/levis.  Am  45, 5' 10"  with 
mustache.  Appreciate  if  you  have  place.  Drawer  F664. 

MALE  35,  WOULD  like  to  meet  same  20-25  for  friendship. 
Write  Box  35,  282  Pariiament  St.  Toronto,  MSA  3A4. 

•    OTTAWA» 

OTTAWA  LEATHERMAN 

34, 5'7"  165  lbs,  hairy,  professional,  top  leatherman  wants 
to  get  it  on  with  other  men  to  40  into  leather,  SM ,  obedience, 
CBT/T,  bondage,  wax,  WS,  that  have  their  shit  together, 
are  into  safe  sex,  want  more  than  one  night  scenes  and  have 
other  interests.  If  you  get  off  on  wearing  your  suit  with  your 
slave  collar,  tit  clamps,  and  butt  plug  underneath,  put  on  by 
your  master  -  STRIP  and  call  (613)  722-4388.  Switching 
with  the  right  man.  Experienced,  serious  novices,  local  and 
out  of  town  can  apply. 

WARM,  SINCERE,  GIVING  guy,  attractive  and  stable, 
interesting  and  active,  mid-foriies,  not  into  the  typical  gay 
scenes,  looking  for  younger  guy  to  share  with.  Willing  to  of- 
fer emotional  and  financial  assistance.  Good  opportunity 
for  the  right  guy.  No  drugs,  out  of  town  invited.  Reply 
Drawer  F070. 


RECENT  ARRIVAL,  GWM  34,  5'9"  175  lbs,  muscular, 
masculine,  hairy,  educated,  condident,  discreet,  Glebite, 
sexually  versatile.  You  could  be  18  or  you  could  be  48,  be 
you,  and  yes,  looks  are  important,  and  yes  Tommy,  there  is 
a  Santa  Claus.  No  interplanetary  beings  please.  Drawer 
F682. ^^ 

OTTAWA  MASCULINE  MALE 

WITH  AN  INTEREST  in  the  arts  and  outdoors,  50, 5'  1 1" 
165  lbs,  seeks  company  of  non-drinking  friends  to  share  a 
variety  of  interests.  Charlie,  Box  1 1252,  Stn  H,  Ottawa. 

LIMITED  TIME  OFFER 

OUT  OF  THE  CLOSET  GWM,  average  looks,  35,  6'  175 
lbs,  seeks  similar  individual  tired  of  living  alone.  You  must 
be  non-promiscuous  and  into  safe  sex.  No  drugs,  non-smo- 
ker preferred.  Enjoy  eating  out,  theatre,  spectator  sports, 
friends.  This  is  a  sincere  offer  to  share  50/50  and  of  no  inter- 
est to  hustlers,  dominant  or  subservient  individuals. 
Drawer  F663. 

KARS-MANOTICKNORTH  GOWER 

12  MILES  SOUTH  from  Ottawa,  two  GWMs  looking  for 
Qthers  in  area.  Our  interests  are  varied  and  sexual.  Have 
been  involved  from  leather  scenes  to  holding  hands.  Write 
with  phone.  Drawer  F669. 

OTTAWA-EASTERN  ONT. 

MUSCLES  TURN  ME  on.  I  want  to  develop  some  of  my 
own  but  I  need  continuous  motivation  and  inspiration.  So  if 
you  need  a  massage,  or??  and  like  to  give  instructions,  I 
could  be  taught  and  developed  to  do  your  bidding.  Photo 
appreciated  with  your  orders.  Drawer  F671. 

•    MONTREAL» 

LOOKING  FOR  YOUNGER-ELDER  REL.?  I  am  ready  to 
talk  serious.  Me:48,6'2"  185,  masc  (but. ..see below),  grey 
beard,  short  hair  (all  of  it),  intl.  art  of  writing,  unconven- 
tional, open,  lot  more.  You:  younger  (at  least  a  bit).  Nice, 
arts,  unconventional,  W  or'Bl,  very  sensitive  BUT  (see 
above)  dom  top.  Drawer  F590  or  John  (514)  523-0731. 

VISITOR  LOOKING  FOR  HOT.  muscled  man  (21-30),  in- 
to pleasing  man  in  forties.  Great  opportunity  forex-militar- 
y  or  other  in-shape  guys  who  know  how  to  please  and  take 
direction.  Drawer  F672  or  (604)  837-6025. 


CONDOM  TIPS 


Practice  while  jerking  off, 
before  you  use  them  /n  sexual 
ericounters 

Dor)'t  give  up  after  orie  try.  It 
takes  a  while  to  get  used 
to  them 

Squeeze  the  air  out  of  the  tip 
wher)  you  start  putting  it  on 

Only  buy  condoms  made  of 
latex  (lambskin  membrane 
condoms  break  more  easily) 

Use  lots  of  lubricant,  but  only 
use  water-soluble  lube  (like 
K-Y,  LubafaxorMuco).  Don't 
use  Crisco,  Vaseline  or  other  oil- 
based  products  —  they  damage 
latex  rubbers 

To  avoid  leakage,  pull  out  soon 
after  ejaculating  (grabbing  the 
cock  and  condom) 

If  you  want  to  be  absolutely 
safe,  pull  out  before  ejaculating 

For  more  information 
about  safer  sex,  call  the 
AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto: 
926-1626,  or  write  to 
ACT,  Box  55.  Station  F, 
Toronto  M4Y2L4 

Condom  Tips  courtesy  of  the  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto 


•NOVA    $COTIA» 

•  H    A    L    I    F    A    X    • 

SHY  MASC.  MALE.  New  to  Halifax  gay  scene.  I  am  5'7" 

21  yrs  and  interested  in  all  of  life's  pleasures.  Will  you  be  my 
teacher?  Photo,  phone  and  good  letter.  (Pen  pals  welcome.) 
Drawer  F661. 

FOOTMEN  OF  HALIFAX!  I  warn  to  hear  from  you  and 
share  our  mutual  pleasures.  Don't  hesitate,  write  today.  In- 
clude phone  number.  Drawer  F636. 

•NEWFOUNLAND» 

LABRADOR  SOUTH  GWM 

PROFESSIONAL  39.  6'  175  lbs.  wishes  to  meet  same  or 
younger.  Must  be  sincere,  masculine  and  of  independent 
means.  No  drugs  or  SM.  Discretion  a  must.  (709)  93 1-23 1 2 
or  Drawer  F625. 

PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals— Metro- 
politan Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen-pal  service  to 
men  and  women  prisoners  through  thechurch's  prison  min- 
istry. Prison  Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St.  Toronto.  ON 
M5S  2R4. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE.  30  years  old.  5'9"  165  lbs.  light  red 
hair,  hazel  eyes.  I  am  looking  for  a  mate;  I  have  28  months 
left  to  pull  in  this  Florida  prison.  I'm  into  working-out. 
motorcycles,  reading.  I  "honestly"  do  want  to  find  a  lover 
to  be  with  once  free.  Please  write:  Wally  Edwards,  056S95, 
Florida  State  Prison,  Box  747,  Starke.  Fla.  32091. 

HELLO!  MY  NAME  IS  Jessie.  I'm  an  inmate  here  at 
Lucasville.  I'm  6'I"  185  lbs,  black  hair,  brown  eyes  and 
solidly  built.  I  like  a  variety  of  activities.  I  like  all  kinds  of 
people,  and  I  most  definitely  would  like  to  consider  you  a 
friend.  Jessie  Royal.  172-425.  Box  45699.  Lucasville.  Ohio. 
45699-0001. 

22  YR  OLD  GWM  is  lonely  and  in  search  of  correspondence 
and  a  true  friend,  relationship?  Will  answer  all.  Age  not  im- 
portant. Please  write  to  Tommy  Middleton,  B-069723.  Box 
221  (67-2061).  Raiford,  Florida,  32083. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners  pro- 
ject. Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are  able  to 
send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  everywhere,  (pro- 
vided an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer  special  order 
books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  ofO.  Prisoners  and  other  in- 
terested persons  should  write:  Books  For  Prisoners.  Box  A. 
92PikeSt.  Seattle.  WA  98101. 

MODELS  &  ESCORTS 

•  TORONTO^ 

CLEAN-CUT,  HANDSOME,  athletic  young  man 
available  for  personal  model/escort  services.  469-8144. 

BIG  BLONDE  BODYBUILDER 

TITLEHOLDER,  VERY  HANDSOME,  tanned,  well- 
endowed.  5' 10"  210  lbs,  53"  chest.  19"  arms.  Available  for 
modelling  or  escort.  Call  Shawn  at  597-1349. 

HANDSOME  UNINHIBITED  masseur/escort,  5'  11 "  160 
lbs.  solid  body,  up  for  some  safe,  healthy  fun.  Anything 
from  sensuous  massage  to  kinky  fetishes  and  fantasties. 
Rodger  921-2614.  noon  to  midnight  (phone  fantasy  service 
also  available). 

STUNNING  YOUNG  BODYBUILDER,  tanned  and  in 
contest  shape.  5'H"  215  lbs,  well-endowed,  available  for 
escort.  Call  Joe,  597-8985. 

HOT  BLUE-EYED  BLONDE,  well-built,  available  for 
massage,  model,  escort.  964-8113. 

GORGEOUS!  HOT!  EXCITING! 

35  OF  TORONTO'S  BEST  female  and  male  escort/models 
available  now.  Also  massage  and  phone  fantasies.  Satisfac- 
tion  garanteed.  Call  us  947-9601. 

TRENT-25.  YOUR  all-American  blond  "boy  next  door" 
type!  Escort/model/massage  anytime.  Call  964-3990  Ext 
115^ 

NEW  BEEF,  TRIM,  HOT,  muscles  over  the  hood  of  my 
fuck-truck?  Handsome  and  ready.  Bud  (416)  960-6402. 

AFTER  BLACK  YOU  can't  go  back.  Versitle,  mature  male, 
downtown.  Nights  out,  days  in.  Box  1042,  Stn  F,  Toronto, 
M4Y  2T7  -  868-6857. 

•  MONTREAL* 

MONTREAL  HOT  MODELS 

SENDSl  TO:  DomicileJ.L.  INC.  7879St-DenisSt.  Mon- 
treal, Quebec,  Canada  H2R  2E9. 


44  •  THE  BODY  POUTIC  •  DEC  1985 


THE  BACK  PAGE 


The  modern  gay  and  lesbian  movement 
is,  of  course,  the  greatest  advance  in  civ- 
ilization since  Leonardo  da  Vinci  first  designed 
the  human  torso.  It  seems  to  possess  the  rare  abil- 
ity to  self-assemble  automatically  out  of  its  com- 
ponent parts— rather  like  some  structures  in  the 
biological  cell.  Boil  it  in  a  Holocaust  until  it  falls 
apart,  and  a  few  years  later,  voila  —  there  it  is 
again .  After  150  years,  the  least  we  can  say  is  that 
we  have  staying  power. 

Yet,  very  few  people  have  ever  earned  a  red  sou 
by  being  lesbian  or  gay  advocates,  and  very  few 
ever  will.  In  contrast  to  the  salaried  nation-states 
which  oppress  us,  we're  a  nation  of  volunteers, 
unpaid,  unthanked,  unsung  (theme  music, 
please).  No  wonder  the  right  wing  regards  us  as 
unnatural  demons.  If  we  could  make  money  at 
gay  liberation,  I'm  sure  they'd  find  us  easier  to 
understand. 

It'a  curious  to  think  that  the  raw  material  of 
this  implacable  conspiracy  is  that  most  skittish 
and  paradoxical  of  creatures,  the  volunteer.  Now 
don't  get  me  wrong  — I'm  a  chronic  volunteer 
myself,  a  tendency  for  which  I  blame  my  father. 
When  one's  lineage  derives  from  the  ancient  or- 
ders of  the  Shrine,  Masonic  Temple,  MiUtia,  and 
Municipal  CurUng  League,  one  naturally  in- 
clines towards  activism  at  an  early  age.  Neverthe- 
less, my  own  complicity  doesn't  negate  my  abih- 
ty  to  see  that  volunteers  in  general  are  an  unusual 
breed  of  people.  Even  Freud,  who  could  explain 
a  shoe  fetish  with  less  effort  than  it  takes  most  of 
us  to  tie  laces,  was  never  bold  enough  to  write  a 
word  about  the  urge  to  volunteer.  He  devoted 
hunself  entirely  to  the  family,  which  is  made  up 
(when  you  think  about  it)  primarily  of  conscripts. 
The  urge  to  volunteer,  apparently,  is  more  eso- 
teric, more  indefinable,  than  the  everyday  urge  to 
have  sex  with  one's  mother  and  kill  one's  father. 
The  Oedipus  complex  is  child's  play  in  compari- 
son with  what  we  may  as  well  call  the  Prometheus 
complex,  the  desire  to  do  great  works  on  behalf  of 
one's  community.  (Prometheus,  in  case  you're 
not  a  myth  buff,  was  a  young  activist  who  stole 
fire  from  the  gods  and  gave  it  to  humanity.  As  a 
punishment,  he  was  condemned  to  appeal  his 
case  in  court  for  all  eternity,  always  reaching 
higher  courts  but  never  quite  winning  or  losing.) 

Why  volunteer— particularly  when  volunteer- 
ing is  likely  to  make  Uncle  Sam  point  and  say  that 
he  doesn '( want  you?  In  my  case,  volunteering  is 
a  genetic  trait,  but  most  people  don't  have  it  so 
easy.  Are  indignation  and  outrage  the  things  that 
spur  them  to  common  purpose?  Or  are  they  mov- 
ed by  a  primary  sort  of  fellow-feeling,  akin  to  love 
—that  emotional  UFO  whose  existence  is  never 
quite  proven?  Perhaps  they  feel  a  sort  of  gratitude 
for  things  achieved  already— a  wish  to  strengthen 
what  others  have  laboured  to  make  possible.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  all  these  factors  are  involved, 
and  many  others  as  well,  including  some  which 
would  gladden  the  hearts  of  optimists  and  others 
which  would  deeply  gratify  the  seething  livers  of 
cynics.  As  an  example  of  the  latter  sort,  I  offer  the 
case  of  a  friend  of  mine  whose  primary  interest  as 
a  volunteer  was  becoming  a  big  fish  in  as  many 
small  ponds  as  possible.  He  joined  organizations 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  running  for  executive  of- 
fice, and  wore  his  entirely  perfunctory  titles  like  a 
retired  major  general  wears  medals.  Although  he 
was  a  conservative  voter,  he  became  vice-presi- 
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A  Notion 
f  Voiunte 


From  Troop-eating 

generals  to  blind  visionari^f, 

working  for  the  cause  is 

fraught  with  perils. 

Richard  Summerbell  explains 


dent  of  the  local  NDP  association  simply  because 
the  vice-presidency,  like  Mount  Everest,  was 
there.  However,  I  must  disappoint  the  cynics  by 
saying  that  he  was  an  atypical  volunteer. 

The  typical  volunteer  is  trustworthy ,  able,  and 
potentially  magnificent.  She  or  he  may  risk  the 
ostracism  of  parents  and  friends,  and  may  suffer 
penury  or  the  injustice  of  the  law.  In  the  face  of 
frightening  epidemics  of  disease,  while  some  pro- 
fessionals panic  and  others  resort  to  blame,  vol- 
unteers come  forward  to  minister  to  the  sick,  bi 
these  cases,  activism  is  an  eternal  flame  of  hope 
that  needs  no  governmental  authority  to  sanction 
or  sustain  it.  Spontaneous  compassion  triumphs 
over  all  forms  of  inertia,  self-interest,  and  dread. 

In  spite  of  this,  volunteering  can  be  a  curiously 
difficult  process.  For  every  confirmed  volunteer  I 
know,  I  also  know  one  person  who  tried  and 
would  never  do  it  again.  Psyches  are  easily  bruis- 
ed in  the  gay  community's  organizational  demi- 
monde, and  burnouts  happen  with  a  frequency 
otherwise  only  known  in  Christmas-tree  Hghts. 
My  theory  is  that  this  happens  because  people 
don't  anticipate  the  obstacles  they'll  meet  in  the 
volunteering  process.  Apart  from  the  demands  of 
the  work  itself— which  can  be  diminished  but  not 
entirely  avoided— there  are  the  rather  imposing 
demands  of  being  able  to  get  along  with  other  vol- 
unteers. When  people  are  friendly  and  compe- 
tent, as  is  usually  the  case,  working  with  them  is 
pure  pleasure.  On  the  other  hand,  volunteers  are 
a  diverse  lot,  and  perfect  harmony  is  a  luxury  few 


community  organizations  can  afford.  People 
who  are  very  necessar>',  and  who  do  good  work 
(or  who  don't  do  anything  but  are  firmly  en- 
sconced) can  sometimes  have  habits  that  cause 
their  voluntary  associates  to  char  and  crumple 
like  overbaked  marshmallows.  I  know  —  I've 
been  there  as  both  victim  and  victimizer. 

The  only  way  I  know  of  for  dealing  with  these 
habits  is  to  approach  them  with  a  sense  of  hu- 
mour. I  like  to  think  of  Sigmund  Freud— cured  of 
his  own  homophobia— sitting  in  at  gay  meetings, 
happily  jotting  down  tendencies  he  could  de- 
scribe as  "pathological"  (I  think  Freud  enjoyed 
that  kind  of  thing.)  Over  the  years,  I'm  sure  the 
notebook  would  fill  up  with  all  manner  of  fasci- 
nating things.  To  make  up  for  the  lack  of  any  such 
observation,  1  myself  have  compiled  a  list  of — 
let's  see,  what  shall  we  call  them?— organization- 
al manias.  Each  mania  is  based  on  a  paradox,  a 
seemingly  obvious  contradiction  that  doesn't 
self-annihilate,  but  instead  grows  and  festers.  Get 
enough  of  these  contradictions  working  together 
and  I  guarantee  you  bedlam,  complete  with 
screams  and,  in  leather  organizations,  clanking 
chains.  I've  exaggerated  all  of  them,  of  course- 
but  only  slightly.  Imagine,  then,  the  worid's  cra- 
ziest lesbian  or  gay  organization,  populated  en- 
tirely by: 

Faithless  believers 

At  some  point,  these  people  have  decided  to  brace 
themselves  against  sentiment  and  false  faith  by  be- 
coming devoudy,  even  fanatically  sour  on  abso- 


lutely everything.  Their  motto  is  a  version  of  Mur- 
phy's law:  "If  anything  can  go  wrong,  it  will,  and 
when  it  does  I'll  have  a  good  dark  laugh."  In  the 
gay  male  community,  faithless  believers  are  partic- 
ularly braced  against  romance,  and  use  the  word 
"love"  only  when  acidly  quoting  less  enlightened 
(ie,  endarkened)  people. 

Disorganized  organizers 

These  gentle  folk  are  dedicated  to  the  belief  that  if 
people  really  want  a  thing  to  happen,  it  will  hap- 
pen spontaneously.  Secure  in  this  knowledge, 
they  feel  free  to  become  heads  of  many  commit- 
tees and  working  groups,  since  they  know  that 
dance  halls  will  book  themselves,  money  will  ar- 
rive from  somewhere,  and  people  by  the  thou- 
sands will  hear  about  the  protest  march  through 
the  grapevine.  If  anything  doesn't  work  out,  it's 
probably  because  the  community  —  those  apa- 
thetic Philistines— weren't  ready  for  it. 

Blinded  visionaries 

Urgency  city.  These  people  see  the  Truth  so  clear- 
ly that  they  walk  over  everyone  in  sight  in  order  to 
get  to  it.  Trivial  matters  like  meetings  and  ap- 
pointments are  remembered  or  forgotten  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  random  chance.  Less  vision- 
ary people  are  insulted,  on  the  assumption  they'll 
be  fascinated  by  the  bhnding  truth  of  the  insult. 

Promiscuous  joiners 

Sweet  people,  these,  who  trick  with  every  organi- 
zation in  town— an  executive  here,  a  committee 
there.  But  many  organizations  don't  want  dalli- 
ance, they  want  commitment,  and  they  tend  to 
insist.  After  six  months,  the  fun-loving  joiners 
reaUze  they  have  embarked  on  six  or  more  shot- 
gun marriages.  Wisely,  they  bum  out. 

Invisible  public  figures 

These  people  are  quite  willing  to  become  presi- 
dent, emperor,  or  grand  socialist  poobah  of  your 
organization,  but  they  don't  want  Mom  to  know 
about  it.  Mom  Ustens  to  every  TV  and  radio 
show,  and  monitors  the  newspapers  more  effi- 
ciently than  the  CIA.  It's  rude,  of  course,  not  to 
be  sympathetic  towards  the  pUght  these  individu- 
als are  caught  in. 

The  vigorous  moribund 

These  people  have  a  curious,  complex  mania 
which  is  more  popular  than  all  the  others  put  to- 
gether. They  seem  to  feel  compelled  by  con- 
science to  be  activists,  but  want  to  do  so  in  such  a 
way  that  they  will  lose  any  temptation  ever  to 
submit  to  the  urge  again.  After  joining  an  organi- 
zation and  acquiring  as  many  responsibilities  as 
mortal  flesh  can  bear,  they  will  proceed  to  take  on 
additional  tasks,  always  making  certain  that 
some  less  ambitious  person  feels  guilty  for  not 
taking  on  the  duties  themselves.  The  overburden- 
ed but  righteous  newcomers  then  stagger  con- 
spicuously, and  collapse  into  an  ashen  heap  of 
broken  commitments.  Having  been  exploited, 
they  are  perfecdy  fi-ee  of  guilt. 

The  capable  hopeless 

Ah,  true  unfortunates.  They  excel  at  everything 
they  do,  but  the  better  they  do,  the  more  it  depres- 
ses them.  Compliments  are  received  with  a  self- 
deprecating,  frail  laugh  that  indicates  the  recipient 
is  not  fooled.  If  one  of  these  people  achieves  some 
conunued  on  page  32 
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"HOT  AMERICAN  TAPES 

FOR  COLD  CANADIAN  NIGHTSI'I 


NOW  YdU  CAN  ORDER  THE  COMPLETE,  UNCENSORED  VERSIONS 
OF  SOME  OF  THE  HOTTEST  ALL  MALE  FILMS  EVER  MADE,  DIRECT  FROM  THE  FILMMAKER! 


■s 


i 


ONLY 


$68 


E        A        C  H 

SAVE! 

2  for  $11 8  22 

3  for  $15822 


SEND  TO: 

Lawrence  Video  Group 
Box  1389,  Station  "A" 
Kelowna  B.C.  V1Y  7V8 

RUSH  ME  THESE  JjOT  VIDEOS! 

a  El  Paso  Wrecking  Corp. 

D  Mark 

D  Truck  Stop 

D  Marine  Furlough 

D  Screen  Play 

a  The  Hard  Way 

D  Non-Stop 

D  Split  Image 

D  Self  Sen/ice 

n  Eureka  Bound 

n  Dont  Fight  It,  Kid 

D  Flashbacks 

I  want  mine  in  (specify) 
"  VHS     "  BETA 

Price 

D  $68.88  each 
D  2  for  $118.88 
D  3  for  $158.88 

Ship  by: 

. .  Courier  '^  Bus  (hold  for  pickup  at  depot) 

Courier  charges:  ADD: 

Z  B.C.  &  Alberta  $10.00 

D  Sask.  &  Man.  $12.00 

n  Ont.  &  east  $15.00 

(Courier  charges  for  up  to  10  tapes) 


NAME  (Print) 


Et  PASO  WRECKING  CORP,  starring  Fred 
Halsted  and  Richard  Lxicke.  Directed  by  the 
one  and  only  Joe  Gage.  "This  man-fo-man 
action  feature  is  an  erotic  milestone"  — 
Mandate.  "Erotic  and  artful"  —  Variety.  The 
Gage  Bros,  guarantee  your  satisfaction. 
They  should!  It's  a  classic 


MARK  -  THE  ADVENTURE  BEGINS:  Bran- 
don, Steve,  Cliff,  Todd,  Jeff  and  of  course 
Mark  bring  out  all  the  hardware  and  pull  tfie 
plugs  for  this  get-down  sex-actioner  that 
cooks  from  start  to  finish. 


TRUCK  STOP:  stars  Gary  Boyd  and  Mike 
Savage,  two  of  the  biggest  stars  together  for 
the  first  time  ever  in  a  fantastic  new  film 
sure  to  be  a  collector's  item.  Featuresa  pool 
room  three-way.  A  turn-on  with  all  the  throt)- 
blng  excitement  of  bold  new  sexual  experi- 
ments! 


MARINE  FURLOUGH,  starring  Mike  Savage 
and  Major  in  a  rugged  sexual  adventure. 
Major  is  good  looking,  he's  masculine,  he's 
athletic  and  well-built.  He's  Major.  Let  him 
show  you,  himself! 


SCREENPLAY:  One  of  the  most  lavis-h  male 
feature  films  ever  produced.  Shot  by  Steve 
Scott  at  Lost  World  Resort  in  Palm  Springs. 
Lee  Ryder  hitchhikes  into  a  world  most  of  us 
can  only  fantasize  about  and  can  tiarely  im- 
agine, ((lind-blowing  non-stop  action.  Defi- 
nitely a  class  act! 


THE  HARD  WAY:  A  desened  garage,  a  car 
and  two  hot  young  dudes  are  the  ingredi- 
ents for  this  terrific  hard-action  ssx-a-thon. 
Throw  in  a  super-endowed  black  stud  who 
meets  a  horny  white  guy  and  you've  got 
XXX-Rated  Integration  of  the  trattest  kind. 


NON-STOP:  from  Steve  Scott,  director  of 
Games  and  A  Few  Good  Men.  An  orgy  of  hot 
action  from  New  York  to  L.A.,  starring  Eric 
Ryan,  Casey  Donovan  and  Daniel  Holt. 
Never  a  limp  moment.  A  90-mlnute  feature 
that  more  than  lives  up  to  Its  billing. 


SPLIT-IMAGE:  From  Wakefield  Poole,  the 
maestro  of  male  movies.  Hot  young  cover- 
men  reveal  their  innermost  fantasies  leav- 
ing nothing  to  the  imagination.  Starring 
Steve  Kay  and  Casey  Donovan.  Meet  these 
models  and  their  fantasy  men. 


ADDRESS 


APT. 


CITY 


POST  CODE 


TELEPHONE 


REQUIRED  SIGNATURE. 

By  my  signature  I  state  that  I  am  21  or  older 


charge  my 

□  VISA 


D  Mastercharge 


CARD  NUMBER 


EXPIRY  DATE 


Sub 
total 

+  Courier 
charges 

Final 
Total 


,  Cheque  or  money  order  enclosed 

Please  allow  10-15 
days  for  delivery;  up 
to  3  weeks  during  the 
holidays.  Large 
orders  may  be 
mailed  m  two  or  more 
packages  and  might 
not  all  arrive  on  the 
same  day 

THESE  TAPES  ARE 
SEXUALLY  EXPLICIT 

FOR  FASTER  SERVICE. 

Credit  Card  orders  only 

PHONE  TOLL  FREE 

Mon  to  Sat  8  am  to  5pm 
Mountain  Standard  Time) 

1-800-663-4686 

For  information  or  inquiry  purposes, 
please  call  1(604)  769-5222.  Sorry,  we  do 
not  accept  C.O.D.  orders. 


sIlFSE'rvICE:  The  ultimate  J/O  video 
complete  with  a  cowboy,  a  biker,  a  surfer 
and  even  the  boy  next  door  This  tape  will 
definitely  keep  you  warm  this  winter.  What  a 
gift  for  the  man  who  sometimes  wants  to 
alone. 
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BEST  XXX  RATED  MOVIES 

Specializing  In  the  same 
uncensored  original  version  as  sold 
In  the  U.S. 
THE  nNEST  PACKAGING 

All  of  our  video  movies  are 
packaged  in  colourful  display 
cartons,  just  like  in  the  brochure. 


EUREKA  BOUND:  En  route  to  the  Red- 
woods. Michael  and  Phillip  spot  just  the 
right  hitchhiker.  Result;  a  non-stop  action- 
filled  afternoon  for  these  3  hungry  men.  This 
assault  on  the  senses  will  keep  you  up  way 
past  tjedtime. 


GUARANTEED  FACTORY 
ORIGINALS 

All  tapes  are  the  completed,  fully 

copyrighted,  original  production, 

packaged  and  sealed  by  the  movie 

studios. 

DISCOUNTED  PRICES 

All  of  these  titles  are  selling  in  the 

U.S.  for  $59.00  -  89.00  U.S.  funds. 

CODE  OF  ETHICS 

VMC  does  not  carry  child  sex, 

t>estlality  or  violent  sex. 


DONT  FIGHT rr  KID: Thehigh  school  coach 
and  his  two  track  stars  meet  in  the  locker 
room  after  a  workout  for  one  of  their  own. 
Also  on  this  video:  Right  Away  Sir!  It's  mov- 
ing day  for  Lt.  Nelson  and  as  he  watches  a 
young  Yeoman,  he  fantasizes  on  some  hot 
sex  action.  A  great  example  of  "wall  to 
wall." 


GUARANTEE 

All  tapes  100%  guaranteed  against 
manufacturer's  defects  if  returned 
within  15  days  —  they  will  be 
replaced  title  for  title.  Valid  Credit 
Cards  and  Money  Orders  processed 
immediately.  All  tapes  in  mint 
condition  and  direct  from  original 
manufacturer 
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FLASHBACKS,  starring  Ron  Pearson,  Leo 
Ford  and  Mickey  Squires.  Tfie  jockstrap 
competition  at  the  Endup  bar  In  San  Fran- 
cisco is  an  old  tradition  and  attracts  contes- 
tants from  around  the  world  who  when  ques- 
tioned by  the  emcee  recollect  their  hottest 
"flashbacks"  for  the  audience.  The  full- 
length  feature  is  one  of  Trophy's  best- 
sellers. 


ABSOLUTE 
CONFIDENTIALITY 

All  movies  are  shipped  in  plain 
wrapper  by  bonded  courier  or  to  the 
nearest  bus  depot,  whichever  you 
prefer.  All  your  correspondence  with 
the  Lawrence  Research  group  is 
held  in  strictest  confidence.  We  will 
never  sell,  rent,  trade  or  give  your 
name  to  any  other  company  or 
organization. 


